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record requested pursuant to a claim or appeal under any provision of the Social 
Security Act or any federal or state financial needs-based benefit program within 
thirty days of the request; provided, however, that any person for whom no fee shall 
be charged shall present reasonable documentation at the time of such records 
request that the purpose of said request is to support a claim or appeal under any 
provision of the Social Security Act or any federal or state financial needs-based 
benefit program. 

SECTION 3. Chapter 112 of the General Laws is hereby amended by striking 
out section 12CC, as so appearing, and inserting in place thereof the following 
section:-

Section 12CC. A health care provider who maintains records for a patient treated 
or examined by such provider shall permit inspection of such records by such 
patient or an authorized representative of the patient, and upon request and 
payment of a reasonable fee shall make a copy of such patients records available 
to such patient or such representative except that no health care provider shall 
charge a fee any applicant, beneficiary or individual representing said applicant or 
beneficiary for furnishing a health record to such patient or such representative if 
the record is requested for the purpose of supporting a claim or appeal under any 
provision of the Social Security Act or any federal or state financial needs-based 
benefit program. A health care provider shall furnish a health record requested 
pursuant to a claim or appeal under any provision of the Social Security Act or any 
federal or state financial needs-based benefit program within thirty days of the 
request. Any person for whom' no fee shall be charged shall present reasonable 
documentation at the time of such records request that the purpose of such request 
is to support a claim or appeal under any provision of the Social Security Act or 
any federal or state financial needs-based benefit program. For purposes of this 
section, "health care provider" shall mean a person or entity providing medical care 
or services, including but not limited to, physicians and surgeons, therapists, 
dentists, nurses, optometrists, chiropractors, psychologists, and podiatrists. 

Approved December 31, 1992. 

Chapter 312. AN ACT AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE STATE 
RETIREMENT BOARD TO RECALCULATE THE PENSION 
OF ELLEN SCHIFF. 

Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to defeat its purpose, 
which is to immediately provide for the state retirement board to recalculate the 
pension of an individual, therefore it is hereby declared to be an emergency law, 
necessary for the immediate preservation of the public convenience. 
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Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

Notwithstanding the provisions of any general or special law to the contrary and 
in order to promote the public good, the state retirement board is hereby authorized 
and directed to credit Ellen Schiff with an additional one year of creditable service, 
for the purposes of determining her superannuation retirement allowance pursuant 
to the provisions of paragraph (&) of subdivision (2) of section five of chapter 
thirty-two of the General Laws; provided, however, that said Ellen Schiff shall 
thereupon receive such increased allowance together with an amount equal to the 
difference between the allowance said Ellen Schiff actually received from the date 
of retirement to the date of recalculation and the amount of the allowance which 
said Ellen Schiff would have received had such recalculated allowance been paid 
to said Ellen Schiff from the date of retirement. 

Approved December 31, 1992. 

Chapter 313. AN ACT RELATIVE TO PATIENT RIGHTS. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

Section 15 of chapter 19B of the General Laws, as appearing in the 1990 Official 
Edition, is hereby amended by striking out paragraph (0 and inserting in place 
thereof the following paragraph :-

(f) Each patient shall be granted protection from commercial and private 
exploitation of any kind. No patient shall be video taped, audio taped, photo
graphed, interviewed or exposed to the public without either his express written 
consent, or that of his legal guardian. Whoever violates the provision of this 
paragraph shall be punished by a fine of not more than two thousand dollars or 
by imprisonment for not more than two and one-half years in a house of correction 
or by imprisonment for not more than five years in the state prison. 

Approved December 31, 1992. 

Chapter 314. AN ACT RELATIVE TO GROUP INSURANCE IN THE TOWN 
OF BELLINGHAM. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

Notwithstanding the provisions of chapter thirty-two B of the General Laws and 
the acceptance thereof by the town of Bellingham, the board of selectmen of said 
town may adopt a level of compensation which will determine the entitlement of 


