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By Mr. Finnegan of Everett, petition of Endicott Peabody for a legislative
amendment to the Constitution providing for a reorganization plan procedure for
the Executive Department. Constitutional Law.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Five.

Proposal for a legislative amendment to the constitution
PROVIDING FOR A REORGANIZATION PLAN PROCEDURE FOR THE
EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT.

1 A majority of all the members elected to the Senate and House
2 of Representatives, in joint session, hereby declares it to be ex-
-3 pedient to alter the Constitution by the adoption of the following
4 Article of Amendment, to the end that it may become a part of
5 the Constitution [if similarly agreed to in a joint session of the
6 next General Court and approved by the people at the state
7 election next following]:

8 ARTICLE OF AMENDMENT.

9 Art. . Section 1. For the purpose of transferring,
10 abolishing, consolidating or co-ordinating the whole or any part
11 of any agency, or the functions thereof, within the executive
12 department of the government of the commonwealth, or for the
13 purpose of authorizing any officer of any agency within the
14 executive department of the government of the commonwealth
15 to delegate any of his functions, the governor may prepare one or
16 more reorganization plans, each bearing an identifying number
17 and may present such plan or plans to the general court, together
18 with a message in explanation thereof.
19 Section 2. (a) Every such reorganization plan shall be re-

-20 ferred to an appropriate committee, to be determined by the
21 clerks of the senate and the house of representatives, with the
22 approval of the president and speaker, which committee shall not
23 later than thirty days after the date of the governor’s presenta-
-24 tion of said plan hold a public hearing thereon and shall not
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25 later than ten days after such hearing report that it approves
26 or disapproves such plan and such reorganization plan shall have
27 the force of law upon expiration of the sixty calendar days next
28 following its presentation by the governor to the general court,
29 unless disapproved by a majority vote of the members of either
30 of the two branches of the general court present and voting, the
31 general court not having been prorogued within such sixty days.
32 ( b ) After its presentation by the governor to the general
33 court, no such reorganization plan shall be subject to amendment
34 by the general court before expiration of such sixty days.
35 (c) Any such reorganization plan may provide for its taking
36 effect on any date after expiration of such sixty days and every
37 such reorganization plan shall comply with such conditions as
38 the general court may from time to time prescribe by statute
39 regarding the civil service status, seniority, retirement and other
40 rights of any employee to be affected by such plan.
41 Section 3. Article LXVI of the Amendments to the Constitu-
-42 tion is hereby annulled.


