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By Mr. McGuane of Greenfield, petition of Allan McGuane and another for
establishing the minimum time during which an unlicensed driver must drive a
motor vehicle under a learner’s permit before being issued a regular driver’s license.
Highways and Motor Vehicles.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Five.

An Act setting the minimum time an unlicensed driver must

DRIVE UNDER A LEARNER’S PERMIT BEFORE BEING ISSUED A
LICENSE.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Chapter 90 of the General Laws is hereby amended by strik-
-2 ing out section 88, as appearing in chapter 713 of the acts of
3 1963, and inserting in place thejreof the following section:
4 Section SB. Any person who is at least sixteen years of age,
5 excepting persons who have been licensed and whose licenses are
6 not in force because of revocation or suspension, and persons
7 whose right to operate is suspended by the registrar, may apply
8 to the registrar for a learner’s permit. The registrar in his dis-
-9 cretion after the applicant has successfully passed all parts of

10 the examination other than the driving test, may issue to the
11 applicant a learner’s permit which shall entitle him, while having
12 such permit in his immediate possession, to drive a motor vehicle
13 upon any way when accompanied by an operator, licensed by
14 the registrar, who is twenty-one years of age or over, who has
15 had at least one year of driving experience and who is occupying
16 a seat beside the driver. Such licensed operator shall be liable
17 for the violation of any provision of this chapter, or of any regu-
18 lation made in accordance herewith, committed by such person
19 with a learner’s permit; provided, that the examiners of op-
20 erators in the employ of the registrar, when engaged in their
21 official duty, shall not be liable for the acts of any person who i
22 being examined. Any such learner’s permit shall be valid one
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23 year from the date of issue or until the holder shall have received
24 a license to operate, whichever first occurs.
25 Unless the registrar should rule otherwise, an applicant under
26 eighteen years of age shall be required to carry a learner’s permit
27 at least six months before being issued a license to operate, and
28 if over eighteen years of age the applicant shall be required to
29 carry said learner’s permit at least two months before being
30 issued a license to operate.
31 If the applicant is under eighteen years of age, said learner’s
32 permit shall not entitle him to operate a motor vehicle between
33 the hours of one o’clock antemeridian and five o’clock ante-
-34 meridian, unless he is accompanied by his parent or legal guardian
35 who is a licensed operator with at least one year of driving ex-
-36 perience and whose license or right to operate is not revoked or
37 suspended.
38 Each application for a learner’s permit shall be made upon a
39 form furnished by the registrar, and shall be accompanied by the
40 fee required by section thirty-three. Each holder of a learner’s
41 permit may take not more than three driving tests within the
42 aforesaid period of one year upon payment of the fee for examina-
-43 tion of an applicant for an operator’s license, as required in said
44 section, for each such driving test.


