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By Mr. Finnegan of Everett, petition of Endicott Peabody and another for legis-
lation to establish the procedure for issuing complaints, summonses and warnings
to violators of motor vehicle laws. Highways and Motor Vehicles.

An Act establishing the procedure for issuing complaints,
SUMMONSES AND WARNINGS TO VIOLATORS OF AUTOMOBILE
LAWS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter 90C of the General Laws, as most re-
-2 cently amended by chapter 818 of the acts of 1963, is hereby
3 amended by striking out from section 1 thereof the second para-
-4 graph and inserting in place thereof the following paragraph:
5 “Audit Sheet”, a sheet of paper which shall contain a list of
6 the issuance and disposition of each citation in each citation book
7 in such form as the registrar shall approve, and which shall in-
-8 elude but need not be limited to the following information: the
9 police department or organization to which the citation book was

10 issued, the offense, the name and address of the offender, the
11 name of the issuing officer and the disposition.

1 Section 2. Chapter 90C of the General Laws, as most re-
-2 cently amended by chapter 818 of the acts of 1963, is hereby
3 amended by striking out from section 1 thereof the third para-
-4 graph and inserting in place thereof the following paragraph; -

5 “Citation”, a notice upon which a police officer shall record
6 an occurrence involving one or more automobile law violations
7 by the person cited. Each citation shall be numbered consecu-
-8 tively in such form as the registrar shall approve and shall con-
-9 sist of the following parts: —• (1) the original, to be given, mailed

10 or delivered to the offender as provided in this chapter; (2) the
11 complaint, which shall be a copy of the original and which when
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12 completed and sworn to shall be received as a complaint by any
13 court authorized to receive complaints; (3) the registry of motor
14 vehicles record, which shall be a copy of the original and the
15 reverse side of which shall be an abstract of the court record in
16 accordance with the provisions of section twenty-seven of chap-
-17 ter 90; (4) the police record, which shall be a copy of the original,
18 the reverse side of which shall record the disposition of the
19 charge and shall be retained by the police department or or-
-20 ganization; (5) a copy of the original which shall be retained by
21 the police officer who makes out the citation.

1 Section 3. Chapter 90C of the General Laws, as most re-
-2 cently amended by chapter 818 of the acts of 1963, is hereby
3 amended by striking out section 2 and inserting in place thereof
4 the following section;

5 Section 2. Each police chief shall issue citation books to each
6 police officer of his department whose duties may or will include
7 traffic duty or traffic law enforcement, or directing or controlling
8 traffic, and to any such officers as he at his discretion may de-
-9 termine, including any police officer temporarily assigned to such

10 police duty by contract or otherwise with any governmental or
11 non-governmental agency on a full or part time basis. Each
12 police chief shall obtain a receipt on a form approved by the
13 registrar from such officer to whom a citation book has been
14 issued. Each police chief shall also maintain citation books at
15 police headquarters for the recording of automobile law vio-
-16 lations by police officers to whom citation books have not been
17 issued.
18 Any police officer assigned to traffic enforcement duty shall
19 record the occurrence of automobile law violations upon a ci-
-20 tation, filling out the citation and each copy thereof as soon as
21 possible and as completely as possible and indicating thereon
22 whether a summons or written warning shall be issued. Said
23 police officer shall inform the offender of the violation and shall
24 give the original of the citation to the alleged offender in hand
25 at the scene of the violation, whenever possible. In the event
26 that such original cannot be given to the offender at the scene of
27 the alleged violation it shall be delivered or mailed to him at his
28 mail address or residential address as appears on his license or
29 registration.
30 At or before the completion of his tour of duty such police



HOUSE —No. 1106.1965. 3

r

officer to whom a citation book has been issued and who has
recorded the occurrence of an automobile law violation upon a
citation shall deliver to his police chief or to the person duly
authorized by him all remaining copies of such citation duly
signed and sworn to where an oath is required, except the police
officer’s copy which shall be retained by him. In the event that
the police officer has specified that a summons to court be issued,
said police chief or person authorized by him shall deposit the
parts of the citation designated as the complaint and the registry
of motor vehicles record with the court having jurisdiction over
the offense at a time no later than the beginning of the next court
session after the completion of the tour of duty of the police
officer making out the citation. In the event that the police
officer has specified that a written warning shall be issued, the
part of the citation designated as the registry of motor vehicles
record shall be forwarded forthwith by said police chief or person
authorized by him to the registrar of motor vehicles and shall be
kept by the registrar in his main office.
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If a police officer shall arrest any person without a warrant
for any automobile law violation or violations, such arrest shall
be noted on the complaint.
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Any court, justice, associate justice or special justice thereof,
and any clerk, assistant clerk, temporary clerk shall accept as a
complaint that part of the citation designated as the complaint
when filled out and sworn to by the officer who makes out the
citation and process shall issue thereon, notwithstanding the
provisions of section thirty-five A of chapter two hundred and
eighteen of the General Laws.
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In the event that the citation is spoiled, mutilated or voided,
it shall be endorsed with a full explanation for this action by the
police officer voiding such citation, and shall be returned to the
registrar with the audit sheet for the citation book in which said
citation had been included.
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63
Nothing in this chapter shall prevent a person other than a

police officer from applying for a criminal complaint for an auto-
mobile law violation, and such person need not show that the
alleged offender has been issued a citation in connection with
such offense.
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Section 4. Chapter 90C of the General Laws, as most re-
cently amended by chapter 818 of the acts of 1963, is hereby
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1 amended by striking out section 4, as added by section 2 of
1 chapter 789 of the acts of 1962, and inserting in place thereof the

6 Section J+. If any person sum
7 for an automobile law violation
8 pear at the time and place spec
9 failed to comply with the prov

moned to appear before a court
fails without good cause to ap-
plied on said summons, and has
isions of section four A of this
hich said summons was returiw10 chapter, the clerk of court to w

11 able shall immediately notify the registrar who shall suspend any
12 motor vehicle license issued to such person, and such person
13 shall not be eligible for reinstatement of his license until he shall
14 have appeared before said court and answered to the charge or
15 charges made against him.

1 Section 5. The provisions of this act shall take effect on
2 January first, nineteen hundred and sixty-six.

5 following section:


