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By Mr. Finnegan of Everett, petition of Endicott Peabody and another for legis-
lation to establish maximum speed limits for the operation of motor vehicles.
Highways and Motor Vehicles.

An Act creating maximum speed limits.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Chapter 90 of the General Laws is hereby amended by strik-
-2 ing out section 17, as most recently amended by chapter 185
3 of the acts of 1964, and inserting in place thereof the follow-
-4 ing section: —■

5 Section 17. No person operating a motor vehicle on any way
6 shall run it at a rate of speed greater than is reasonable and
7 proper, having regard to traffic and the use of the way and
8 the safety of the public. The limits specified in this section
9 or established in accordance with section eighteen of this chap-

10 ter shall be maximum lawful speeds and no person operating
11 a motor vehicle on any way shall run it at a speed in excess
12 of such maximum limits. The maximum rate of speed on any
13 way outside a thickly settled or business district shall be fifty
14 miles per hour during the period from one half an hour before
15 sunrise to one half an hour after sunset and forty-five miles
16 per hour at other times. The maximum rate of speed on any
17 way inside a thickly settled or business district shall be thirty
18 miles per hour. The maximum rate of speed within a school
19 zone established in conformance with the standards of the
20 department of public works shall be twenty miles per hour.
21 If a speed limit has been duly established upon any way, in
22 accordance with the provisions of section eighteen, no person
23 operating a motor vehicle on such a way shall run it at a speed
24 in excess of such limit. Speed limits established in accordance
25 with section eighteen may exceed the maximum rates of speed

Cl)t Commoniuealtl) of

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Five



HOUSE— No. 1107. [Jan. 1965.>

*

*

26 specified in this section. Notwithstanding the speed limits
27 specified in this section or speed limits established in accord-
-28 ance with section eighteen, every person operating a motor
29 vehicle shall decrease the speed of the same when a special
30 hazard exists with respect to pedestrians or other traffic; or
31 by reason of weather or highway conditions. No person shall
32 operate, a school bus at a rate of speed exceeding forty miles
33 per hour, while actually engaged in carrying school children.


