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By Mr. Cartwright of Randolph, petition of Endicott Peabody and another
for legislation to provide for the entry of the Commonwealth into a compact
with other states relative to residential requirements for public assistance.
Public Welfare.

f
An Act providing for the entry of the commonwealth into

A COMPACT WITH OTHER STATES RELATIVE TO RESIDENCE REQUIRE-
MENTS FOR PUBLIC ASSISTANCE.

1 Section 1. The governor is hereby authorized to execute a
2 compact on behalf of this commonwealth with any other state
3 or states legally joining therein in the form substantially as
4 follows:

New England Welfare Compacto

6 The contracting states solemnly agree:

i

8 The policy of the states party to this compact is to make
9 welfare services available among the compacting states on the

10 basis of the mutual removal of barriers caused by restrictive
11 residence requirements of the several states. However, it is
12 recognized that law and policy relating generally to the pro-
-13 vision of welfare services by a particular state should not be

04 determined by interstate compact and will remain a matter
15 for determination by that party state and its subdivisions.

16 irticle 11. Welfare Service Defined.
17 As used in this compact, the term “welfare service” means
18 and includes public assistance and child welfare services
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Five

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

Article I. Policy, Purpose and Scope.
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19 furnished by a party state or a subdivision thereof, provided
20 that such assistance or service is pursuant to a federally-aided
21 plan, arrangement, or program, and any other category of
22 welfare assistance which is federally aided at the time when
23 a claim of eligibility for assistance or service is made pursuant
24 to this compact.

Article 111. Provision of Service.25

26 (a) No person who has removed himself from his place of
27 abode in one party state to another party state shall be ineligible
28 for a welfare service in such other party state because of
29 failure to meet that state’s residence requirements for eligi-
-10 bility. However, if a person is already receiving a welfare
31 service at the time he removes himself from his place of abode
32 to another party state and if he continues to be in need of
33 such service, the party state from which he removes himself
34 shall be obligated to bear the cost of such service for ninety
35 days from the date of his removal. In any such case, the party
36 state to which the person removes himself shall not be obligated
37 to provide the service at its own expense during such ninety-day
38 period. The cost of providing a welfare service to any person
39 made eligible therefor by reason of this compact shall be charged
40 within a state in accordance with the laws of such state.
41 (6) The appropriate official, department or agency of the
42 state wdiere application for a welfare service is made pursuant
43 to this compact shall be entitled to request and receive any
44 pertinent information available from any other party state
45 with respect to such applicant.

Article TV. Exceptions and Limitations.46

47 Nothing in this compact shall be construed to
48 ( a ) Invalidate any agreement between a party state and a
49 nonparty state relating to the provision of welfare services nor
50 to invalidate any statutory authority for such agreements.
51 (ft) Obligate a party state to provide a welfare service
52 pursuant to this compact which it does not provide to its own
53 residents.
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Article T 7. Compact Administrator.51

55 In each party state there shall be a compact administrator
56 who shall be the head of the state welfare agency. The com-
bi pact administrator shall act as general coordinator of activi-
-58 ties under the compact in his state and cooperate with the
59 compact administrators of other party states. The compact
60 administrators of the respective party states shall have power
61 to promulgate reasonable rules and regulations to carry out
62 the terms and provisions of this compact.

Article VI. Enactment and Withdrawal.63

64 (a) This compact shall be open to membership by the states
65 of Connecticut, Maine, Massachushetts, New Hampshire,
66 Rhode Island, and Vermont. It shall enter into full force
67 and effect as to any two or more of the aforementioned states
68 upon enactment thereof by such states.
69 (b) A state party to this compact may withdraw therefrom
TO by enacting a statute repealing the same. Such withdrawal
71 shall take effect six months after notice thereof has been
72 communicated officially and in writing to the governors and
73 compact administrators of all other party states. However,
74 the withdrawal of any state shall not affect the rights of any
75 person who is receiving a welfare service pursuant to the pro-
-76 visions of this compact.

Article VII. Construction and Severability.11

78 This compact shall be liberally construed so as to effectuate
79 the purposes thereof. The provisions of this compact shall be
80 severable and if any phrase, clause, sentence or provision of
81 this compact is declared to be contrary to the constitution
82 of any party state or of the United States or the applicability
83 thereof to any government, agency, person or circumstance
84 is held invalid, the validity of the remainder of this compact
85 and the applicability thereof to any government, agency, per-
-86 son or circumstance shall not be affected thereby. If this com-
-87 pact shall be held contrary to the constitution of any state
88 party thereto, the compact shall remain in full force and effect
89 as to the remaining states and in full force and effect as to
90 the state affected as to all severable matters.
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