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By Mr. Quinn of Boston, petition of John D. Goughian relative to the support
of children in the custody of the Youth Service Board. Public Welfare.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Five

An Act providing for support of children in the custody of

THE YOUTH SERVICE BOARD.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Chapter 120 of the General Laws is hereby amended by in-
-2 serting, after section 26 thereof, the following new section:
3 Section 27. The cost of support of persons in the custody of
4 the youth service board, except those living in their own homes,
5 shall be determined for each person by the director of the divi-
-6 sion of youth service on the basis of the actual weekly cost of
7 care as determined by the commissioner of administration an-
-8 nually on or before the first day of October in each year for each
9 person and may be recovered of such person, or of the parent

10 or parents of such person, or of the guardian or conservator of
11 any such person from the property of such person, if of sufficient
12 ability to pay. A married woman shall be subject to the said
13 liability as though sole. Such action shall be brought by the
14 attorney general in the name of the state treasurer.
15 Any person making payment for such support may recover the
16 same, by suit in equity in the superior court or in the probate
17 court for the county in which the respondent or one of the
18 respondents resides to which any or all of the classes of persons
19 hereinbefore named may be made parties, regardless of the
20 existence of the marriage relation, from any person primarily
21 liable for such support, or may have the amount so paid appor-
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22 tioned among those who are not primarily liable, in proportion
23 to their respective ability to pay, and may recover such appor
24 tionment
25 No account of any guardian or conservator of any such person
26 shall be allowed except after notice to the director of the divi-
7 sion of youth service or upon its written assent or waiver of

28 notice. If the probate court, on application of the said director,
29 finds that any guardian or conservator having in his possession
30 or under his control property of his ward exceeding five hundred
31 dollars in value, has failed to pay, within three months after re-
-32 ceipt of any bill therefor, for the support of his ward at the rate
33 determined by the said director under authority of tins section,
34 said court may make an order for the payment from the estate
35 of such amount as it may determine.
36 In all proceedings under this section, the sworn statement of
37 the director of the division of youth service or of any officer or

employee of said division designated by said director that he
39 keeps or has custody of the records of said division or of an in-
10 stitution or office thereof and that a certain person has been in
11 the custody of the youth service board, not living in his own
12 home, for a certain period of time, and that the cost of support
13 of a certain person has been determined at a certain sum by said
-14 director, shall be prima facie evidence of the said facts


