
HOUSE . 2441

f

A

By Mr. McGinn of Westfield (by request), petition of John C. McMahon that
provision be made for the election of the board of assessors by popular vote at the
biennial municipal elections in the city of Westfield. Cities.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Five.

An Act providing for the election of members of the board

OF ASSESSORS BY POPULAR VOTE AT THE BIENNIAL MUNICIPAL

ELECTIONS IN THE CITY OF WESTFIELD.

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and hy the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Beginning with the year nineteen hundred and
2 sixty-six, the members of the board of assessors of the city of
3 Westfield shall be elected by the registered voters of said city.
4 At the biennial municipal election in said year three assessors
5 shall be elected as hereinafter provided. No voter shall vote for
6 more than one of the nominated candidates, and the candidate
7 receiving the highest number of votes shall be declared elected
8 for a term of four years, and the candidates receiving the second
9 and third highest number of votes shall both be declared elected

10 for a term of two years. At the biennial municipal election to
11 be held in the year nineteen hundred and sixty-seven, and at
12 every biennial municipal election held thereafter, two assessors
13 shall be elected as hereinafter provided. No voter shall vote
14 for more than one of the nominated candidates, and the candi-
-15 date receiving the highest number of votes shall be declared
16 elected for a term of four years, and the candidate receiving the
17 next highest number of votes shall be declared elected for a
18 term of two years. The assessors elected as aforesaid shall take
19 office on the first Monday in January following their election.
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Section 2. The terms of office of the assessors then in office
shall expire on the first Monday in January, nineteen hundred
and sixty-seven, when their successors elected as aforesaid shall
take office.

Section 3. The assessors elected as aforesaid shall devote
their full time during ordinary business hours to the duties of
their office and shall receive such compensation as the city
council may from time to time determine.

Section 4. During the month of January in each year, the
assessors shall meet and organize by electing a chairman and a
secretary who shall perform the duties assigned to said chair-
man and secretary under the existing revised ordinances of said
city.

Section 5. In case of a vacancy in the office of assessor
elected by popular vote as aforesaid, the mayor of said city,
without confirmation by the city'' council, shall appoint an asses-
sor to fill such vacancy until the next biennial municipal elec-
tion, at which time an assessor shall be elected to serve for the
remainder of the unexpired term, if any.

Section 6. So much of the charter and revised ordinances
of said city, and of the amendments thereof and the additions
thereto, as is inconsistent with this act, is hereby repealed.

1 Section 7. This act shall be submitted for acceptance to
the registered voters of the city of Westfield at the municipal
election to be held in the current vear, in the form of the follow-

4 ing question, which shall be printed on the official ballot to be
) used at said election: “Shall an act passed by the general
3 court in the current year, entitled ‘An Act providing for the

7 election of members of the board of assessors by popular vote
8 at the biennial municipal elections in the city of Westfield’, be
9 accepted?” If the majority of the votes in answer to said ques

10 tion is in the affirmative, then this act shall thereupon take full
11 effect, but not otherwise.


