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By Mr. Dukakis of Brookline, petition of Henry R. Atkinson and others for the
adoption of resolutions by the General Court memorializing Congress to broaden
the scope of the nuclear test ban treaty to include a ban on underground testing.
ConstitutionalLaw.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Five.

Resolutions memorializing the congress of the united
STATES TO BROADEN THE SCOPE OF THE NUCLEAR TEST BAN
TREATY TO INCLUDE A BAN ON UNDERGROUND TESTING.

1 Whereas, The nuclear arms race between the United States
2 and the Soviet Union since World War II has resulted in
3 steadily increasing military power on one hand and steadily
4 diminishing national security for both nations on the other
5 hand; and
6 Whereas, This decrease in security is illustrated by reliable
7 estimates that the casualties that would have been suffered by
8 Americans during an unilateral surprise attack early in the last
9 decade would have numbered in the millions, in the latter part

10 of the last decade would have numbered in the tens of millions
11 and today could be numbered in the order of one hundred mil-
-12 lion; and
13 Whereas, It is apparent that further development of nuclear
14 weapon technology provides no solution to the dilemma of in-
-15 creasing military power and decreasing security; and
16 Whereas, The present Nuclear Test Ban Treaty was, in the
17 words of our late President Kennedy, “an important first step -

18 a step towards peace, a step toward reason, a step away from
19 war”: and
20 Whereas, The technical value of underground nuclear testing
21 is relatively slight compared to the great technological advances
22 in nuclear weaponry that have been made in the last several
23 years, so that such testing merely leads to further insecurity;
24 and
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25 Whereas, The clearly predictable cause of the arms race is a

26 steady, open spiral toward nuclear holocaust and oblivion , and
27 Whereas, The extension of the present partial test ban into a

28 comprehensive test ban, including a ban on underground nuclear
29 testing, is another step toward reason and away from war; there-
to fore be it
31 Resolved, That the general court of the commonwealth of
32 Massachusetts hereby urges the Congress of the United States
33 to increase its efforts to reach a comprehensive nuclear test ban
34 treaty with all of the nations of the world; and be it further
35 Resolved, That the Secretary of the Commonwealth he di-(
36 rected to send copies of this resolution to the President and to
37 the presiding officer of each branch of the Congress, and to all
38 members serving in Congress from the Commonwealth of
39 Massachusetts.


