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By Mr. Wheeler of Westwood, petition of James G. Wheeler, Beryl W. Cohen
and others for legislation to facilitate anatomical gifts to medical schools.
Legal Affairs.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Five,

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 Chapter 113 of the General Laivs is hereby amended by
2 adding at the end the following sections: —-

8 Section 6A. Any person (the “donor”) who has attained
1 the age of twenty-one years may by his will or by other writ-
-5 ten instrument signed by the person making the donation or
6 bequest and witnessed by two persons of legal age, arrange
7 for and authorize the disposition, after death, of the whole
8 of his body or any part thereof to any medical school licensed
9 by the commonwealth (the “donee”) for the promotion of

10 anatomical study and teaching; provided, such person re-
-11 ceives no remuneration therefor. No consent or permission
12 from the personal representative or the surviving spouse or
13 heirs of the deceased shall be necessary for a valid donation
14 under this section. No particular form or words shall be
15 necessary or required for the bequest, donation or authoriza-
-16 tion as set forth in this section; provided, the instrument
17 conveys the clear intention of the person making the state-
-18 ment. Such instrument shall be liberally construed to effec-
-19 tuate the intent of the donor. If no medical school licensed
20 by the commonwealth is named as donee in the will or instru-
-21 ment, the surviving spouse or next-of-kin of the donor may
22 designate same and, if such designation is not made by said
23 spouse or next-of-kin within a reasonable time, then any
24 licensed hospital acquiring possession or custody of the body,
25 or in the event that a hospital does not acquire possession or
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26 custody of the body, then any attending licensed physician
27 acquiring possession or custody of the body, shall have the

18 authority to designate any medical school licensed by the
!9 commonwealth as the donee in order to carry out the intent

50 of the donor
11 Section 61i. The donative instrument or provision of a
12 will executed pursuant to this chapter shall be subject to any
13 provision of law relating to the rights of the medical exami-
-14 ner. A provision in a will which donates the body or any part
15 thereof of the testator shall become effective immediately
16 upon the death of the testator, regardless of the validity of
17 the will in other respects, or of the fact that the will may not
IS be offered for, or admitted to, probate, until a later date.
39 Section 6C. Xo spouse or next-of-kin of a donor nor any
10 personal representative of a donor’s estate, nor any person
41 having custody of or access to papers and documents of the
42 donor shall be liable for failure to ascertain the existence of
43 or for failure to carry out the provisions of the instrument of
44 gift executed by the donor or will which provides for a gift
45 of the whole body or any part thereof for the purposes set
46 forth in section six A in time for the donee to act in accord-
-47 ance therewith.


