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By Messrs. Quinn of Boston and Murphy of Boston, petition of Robert H.
Quinn and Paul Murphy for a legislative amendment to the Constitution allow-
ing representative districts to be apportioned across county lines. Constitu-
tional Law.

Proposal for a legislative amendment to the constitution
ALLOWING REPRESENTATIVE DISTRICTS TO BE APPORTIONED ACROSS
COUNTY LINES.

1 A majority of all the members elected to the Senate and
2 House of Representatives, in joint session, hereby declares it
3 to be expedient to alter the Constitution by the adoption of
4 the following Article of Amendment, to the end that it may
5 become a part of the Constitution [if similarly agreed to in
6 a joint session of the next General Court and approved by
7 the people at the state election next following] :

8

9 Article XXI of the Articles of Amendment to the Constitu-
-10 tion of the Commonwealth, as amended, is hereby annulled
11 and the following is adopted in place thereof; Article XXI.
13 Art. XXI. In the year nineteen hundred and sixty-five and
14 every tenth year thereafter a census of the inhabitants of
15 each city and town shall be taken and a special enumeration
16 shall be made of the legal voters therein. Said special enumer-

-17 ation shall also specify the number of legal voters residing
18 in each precinct of each town containing twelve thousand
19 or more inhabitants according to said census and in each
20 ward of each city. Each special enumeration shall be the
21 basis for determining the representative districts for the
22 ten year period beginning with the first Wednesday in the
23 fourth January following said special enumeration; provided,
24 that such districts as established in the year nineteen him-
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25 dred and sixty-five shall continue in effect until the first
20 Wednesday in January in the year nineteen hundred and
27 sixty-nine.
28 The house of representatives shall consist of two hundred
29 and forty members, which shall be apportioned by the general
30 court, at is first regular session after the return of each special
31 enumeration, to the several counties of the commonwealth,
32 equally, as nearly as may be, according to their relative num-
-33 hers of legal voters, as ascertained by said special enumera-
-34 tion.
35 The districts shall consist of compact, contiguous terri-
-36 tory, and shall be as nearly equal in number of registered
37 voters as may be, but in no event varying in number of regis-
-38 tered voters by more than ten per cent from the average at the
39 time of adjustment of the boundaries thereof. The average
40 shall be determined by dividing the total number of registered
41 voters of the commonwealth according to the decennial special
42 enumeration of registered voters by the number of representa-
-43 five districts. The special enumeration of the registered voters
44 shall be made under the direction of the secretary of the
45 commonwealth. The special enumeration shall specify the
46 number of registered voters residing in each precinct of each
47 town containing twelve thousand or more inhabitants ac-
-48 cording to the census and in each ward of each city.
49 Each special enumeration shall be the basis for fixing,
50 and adjusting the boundaries of representative districts for
51 the ten-year period beginning with the first Wednesday in
52 the fourth January following the special enumeration.
53 Rased upon the census of the inhabitants and the special
54 enumeration of registered voters and in conformity with gen-
-55 eral laws, before the first day in December in each year ending
56 with the number six the city council of every city and the
57 selectmen of every town of twelve thousand or more inhabit-
-58 ants shall divide the territory of the city or town into the
59 number of wards or precincts provided by law so that the
60 wards or precincts shall be as nearly equal in number of
61 registered voters as may be. Original jurisdiction hereby is
62 vested in the supreme judicial court, upon the petition of
63 any qualified elector of the city or town, to direct the citv
64 council or selectmen to perform their duties hereunder.



1965.] HOUSE —No. 2979 3

65 Such districts shall he so formed that no town containing
66 less than twelve thousand inhabitants according to said cen-
-67 sus, no precinct of any other town and no ward of a city shall
68 be divided therefor, nor shall any district be made which shall
69 be entitled to elect more than three representatives. The
70 general court may by law limit the time within which judicial
71 proceedings may be instituted calling in question any such
72 apportionment, division or assignment. Every representative,
73 for one year at least immediately preceding his election, shall

have been an inhabitant of the district for which he is chosen
75 and shall cease to represent such district when he shall cease
76 to be an inhabitant of the commonwealth. The representative
77 districts shall he numbered from one to two hundred and
78 twenty, inclusive, starting at the western boundary of the
79 commonwealth and ending at the eastern boundary thereof.
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