
No. 3547HOUSE .

Executive Department,

State House, Boston, March 18, 1965.

% To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:

In June 1964 Chapter 562 of the Acts of 1964 was enacted. This
statute directed the trustees of the University of Massachusetts to
establish a branch of the University in, or in the vicinity of, the
city of Boston. It appropriated the sum of $200,000 for this
purpose.

The trustees of the University have proceeded quickly but care-
fully; first, to study the present and future needs for public higher
educational facilities in the metropolitan Boston area; second, to
determine the availability of land and structures in the Metro-
politan Boston area for use as a Boston facility for the University;
and third, to determine the cost of acquiring and fitting out a facility
to serve as a temporary location for a Boston campus of the Uni-
versity.

The urgency of the need for additional public higher education
facilities of University caliber in the Commonwealth of Massachu-
setts was dramatized in 1964 when the University was able to admit
only 2600 of over 10,000 qualified applicants. 7400 qualified stu-
dents were denied admission because of limited facilities.

As a result of extensive and intensive surveys of (1) the number of
students in the metropolitan Boston area for whom public higher
educational facilities should be provided, (2) the needs of such
students for transportation between home and classroom, (3) the
availability of locations for a temporary site pending further studies

9 io determine needs for a permanent location of a Boston campus of
the University, the trustees of the University on February 16, 1965
selected the Boston Gas Company property at 100 Arlington Street
as the best suited of all of the properties offered as a temporary lo-
cation for a Boston campus.

If this property is to be available 1 for occupancy as the Boston
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campus of the University in September 1965, it is essential that
sufficient funds be made available promptly for necessary re-
modelling and reconstruction work required to meet safety and
operating requirements as well as to provide funds for the rentals
due during the first year of operation.

To indicate the urgent need for immediate action, I quote from
a letter received by me from the President of the University, under
date of March 11, 1965:

“There is one problem, however, that will determine whether or
not we shall be ready to open our doors in Boston to 1000 student)
next September, 1965. That problem is the critical need to receive
the necessary funds and the immediate authorization to enter into
the proposed lease with the lessors of the selected temporary fa-
cility. In order to phase out the present occupants of the building,
under-take necessary renovations, and install the required furnish-
ings and equipment, it is absolutely imperative that we receive,
under emergency provisions, the necessary authorization to pro-
ceed without delay.

“If the Commonwealth is now to succeed in offering expanded
educational opportunities to these 1000 students, and the thousands
to follow in subsequent years (3000 by 1967), I ask you to use your
good offices to call this vital matter to the attention of the General
Court and to introduce a special message that will aid us in meet-
ing this high obligation.

"The Commonwealth cannot enter into the lease for the build-
ing until such legislation and appropriation is passed. The present
occupants of the building then require four months to vacate. This
brings us into the month of July. After that, renovations to class-
rooms and laboratories are required and furnishings installed to
make the building operational by the first of September. lam sure
you recognize this as an almost impossible assignment. However,
we can accomplish this if we have this legislation immediately.
Time is crucial.”

Accordingly, I recommend the enactment, prior to the enactment
of the General Appropriation Act, of the attached measure, so tha;
the University will be able to fulfill its commitment to provide
college education for 1,000 deserving students this September.
Sufficient funds are reserved for deficiency appropriations in the
General Fund, as set forth in my recent message. (See House 1).
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The recommended appropriation of $1,600,000 is for the following
purposes:

Annual rental .§170,000
Estimated taxes 198,000
Insurance 5,000
Renovations 732,000

$1,105,000

The amount estimated far renovations includes only the cost
jiiecessary to provide for the first 1,000 students. Additional funds
will be required for renovations to increase the capacity to 3,000
students in subsequent years. However, the renovation cost should
be spread over the five year period estimated to lie the minimum
time necessary before the University can be permanently located in
the vicinity of Boston. On the basis of the first year renovations,
the annual building cost would be reduced to approximately
$500,000.

The balance of the sum is required to provide for the following-
items which must be ordered at once to assure delivery by Sep-
tember ;

Library books, etc 1200,000
265,000
30,000

Equipment and furnishing
Supplies

....

495,000

In connection with the proposed lease, which the attached legis-
lation authorizes, I call your attention to the fact that the Com-
monwealth assumes obligations which, were it not an emergency
situation, the Commonwealth normally would not assume, and
which normally I would not recommend.

Respectfully submitted,

JOHN A. VOLPE
Governor of the Commonwealth



4 No. 3547. [Mar.HOUSE

c t

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Five.

An Act making an appropriation for the establishment of

A BRANCH OF THE UNIVERSITY OF MASSACHUSETTS IN THE CITY
OF BOSTON.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
hurt assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:
1 Section 1. To provide for supplementing an appropriation
2 previously made for the University of Massachusetts, the sum
3 set forth in section two of this act is hereby appropriated from
4 the General Fund, to be in addition to any amounts otherwise
5 available for the purpose, subject to the provisions of law regu-
-6 lating the. disbursement of public funds and the approval thereof
7 and the conditions pertaining to appropriations for the Uni-
-8 versity of Massachusetts in chapter three hundred and thirty-
-9 seven of the acts of nineteen hundred and sixty-four.

!TATE PURPOSES APPROPRIATIONS
Department of Education.

University of Massachusetts.

1350-39 Item 1350-39 of section two of chapter five hundred and sixty-two of
the acts of nineteen hundred and sixty-four is hereby amended by
striking out the wording and inserting in place thereof the
following;

For the formulation and establishment of an education program of the
University of Massachusetts in or in the vicinity of the city of
Boston; for the employment of necessary personnel in that connec-
tion; for consulting services in selection of temporary and perma-
nent sites and plans and specifications for facilities; for the lease of
the land and the buildings thereon approved February 16,1965 by
the board of trustees of the University of Massachusetts as a tem-
porary location for the Boston Campus of the University of Massa-
chusetts and for the renovation, remodelling and alteration of such
buildings and for the purchase and installation therein of equip-
ment, furnishings and furniture; for other necessary supplies and
equipment; to be expended with any federal or other funds avail-
able for the purpose; provided, that the employment of personnel,
retaining of consulting services and purchases hereunder shall be
without recourse to any state board, bureau, department or com-
mission, but otherwise subject to the proviso in the first sentence
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of section thirteen of chapter seventy-five of the General Laws;
provided, further* that such lease may provide, among other things,
for the maintenance and repair of buildings leased thereby, and the
restoration thereof during or prior to the end of the term of such
lease, by the Commonwealth and for the payment of rent in an
amount which may be measured in whole or in part by property
taxes and other assessments and charges assessed or levied on such
land and buildings by any government and by premiums for insur-
ance maintained by the lessor thereof pursuant to any agreement
with the owner thereof against fire and other casualties and against
liability for harms to persons or property and by any liability for
such harms and for the giving of undertakings by the Common-
wealth respecting any obligation to maintain, repair, restore and
pay rent as aforesaid; and provided, further, that the board of
trustees or officer of the University designated by them may con-
tract with the lessor of said land and buildings for renovation, re-
modelling and alteration thereof in accordance with plans and
specifications approved by said board of trustees or officer, prior
appropriation continued, appropriation expires June 30, 1966

«

$1,600,000

Section 3. This act shall take effect upon its passage.i
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