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Executive Department
State House, Boston, July 13. 1965

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives

On April 1, 1965, I submitted a special message for your con-

sideration concerning the all important areas of Health and Wel-
fare. On page twelve of that message, I stated my conviction that
there was no longer any rational justification for requiring our
cities and towns to pay part of the costs of public assistance. I
went on to point out, however, that this step should be accompanied
by such revisions in public welfare administrative practices as may
seem appropriate following the present study being conducted by
the Massachusetts Committee on Children and Youth.

The administrative aspects of this study should be available for
our consideration by the end of this calendar year. I am, therefore,
submitting to your Honorable Bodies a comprehensive program
which, through assumption of Veterans and Public Welfare pay-
ments effective January 1, 1966, will afford substantial relief to our
cities and towns for the full calendar year and thereafter. Such
relief is an integral part of my administration’s comprehensive tax
program now before the Ways and Means Committee, together
with our program calling for the Commonwealth’s assumption of
costs necessary for the operation of our Court system. As I indi-
cated in both my Budget and Tax messages, by delaying the assump-
tion of the Welfare and Veterans costs until calendar year 1966,
the Commonwealth, in calendar year 1965, will be able to pay our
municipalities arrearages in public welfare, vocational education,
and veterans’ benefits reimbursements presently totaling some fifty-
eight million dollars. In this way, the Commonwealth’s future
responsibilities in this area can be met on a current basis.

The legislation submitted, herewith, will accomplish these pur-
poses. I respectfully urge that you grant its provisions your early
approval.

Respectfully submitted,

Cbe Commontocalt!) of ceassacfiusctts

JOHN A. VOLPE,
Governor of the Commonwealth.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Five

AIN Act to provide for reimbursement by the commonwealth
TO THE CITIES AND TOWNS ON ACCOUNT OF EXPENDITURES FOB
VETERANS’ BENEFITS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section 6of chapter 115 of the General Laws, as
2 appearing in section 1 of chapter 584 of the acts of 1946, is hereby
3 amended by striking out the last sentence and inserting in place
4 thereof the following sentences: Subject to such decision and
5 allowance, all amounts of veterans’ benefits paid by a city or
6 town to applicants, including expenses attending the payment
7 of such benefits, shall be paid by the commonwealth to the
8 several cities and towns on or before November tenth in the
9 year after such expenditures

1 Section 2. This act shall not apply to payments by the
2 several cities and towns made or due prior to the first day of
3 January, nineteen hundred and sixty-six, but shall apply with
4 respect to all other amounts thereafter paid, and to all costs
5 of administration after said date.

Appendix A.

Clie Commontoealtl) of Massachusetts
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Five,

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section 67C of chapter 111 of the General Laws,
2 as most recently amended by section 1 of chapter 573 of the
3 acts of 1963, is hereby amended by striking out the last sentence
4 and inserting in place thereof the following sentence: The
5 commonwealth shall reimburse the board of health of the town
6 wherein the mother resides for expenses incurred under this sec-
-7 tion.

1 Section 2. Section 19A of chapter 117 of the General Laws,
2 as appearing in section 10 of chapter 726 of the acts of 1963, is
3 hereby amended by striking out the first sentence and inserting
4 in place thereof the following sentence: —ln respect of all
5 sums disbursed under this chapter, the town disbursing the
6 same shall submit, on forms established by the department,
7 statements of sums so disbursed by said town, including expenses
8 incurred in administering this chapter, and, if such expenditures
9 have been approved by the department, shall be reimbursed

10 by the commonwealth therefor.

1 Section 3. Section 45 of chapter 117 of the General Laws,
2 as most recently amended by section 2 of chapter 353 of the acts
3 of 1952, is hereby amended by striking out the second sentence
4 and inserting in place thereof the following sentence: All of
5 the amounts allowed by said commissioner for such expenses of
6 administration shall be reimbursed by the commonwealth to
7 said district on or before the tenth day of March, June, Septem-
-8 ber or December, whichever of such dates next follows such
9 certification.

An Act to provide for reimbursement by the commonwealth
TO cities and towns on account of welfare payments.

Appendix B.

C&e Commontoealtf) of egaosac&usetts
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1 Section 4. Section 6of chapter 118 of the General Laws
2 as most recently amended by section 12 of chapter 781 of the
3 acts of 1960, is hereby further amended by striking out the first

4 sentence and inserting in place thereof the following sentence:
5 In respect of all sums disbur >ed for aid under this chapter, the
6 town disbursing the same shall
7 the department, statements of
8 and, if such expenditure has bei
9 shall be reimbursed by the con

10 moneys received by it from the
11 of such disbursements, under th
12 security act, as amended, and all

submit, on forms established by
sums so disbursed by said town
n approved by the department,
monwealth to the extent of the
federal government on account
e provisions of the federal social
io for the entire remainder of the

13 total amount of disbursements for assistance and the expenses
14 of administration, except as otherwise provided in section five
15 of chapter one hundred eighteen B.

1 Section 5. Section Bof chapter 118 A of the General Laws
2 as most recently amended by section 2 of chapter 566 of the act
3 of 1963, is hereby amended by striking out the first two sentences
4 and inserting in place thereof the following two sentences:
5 Any town rendering assistance under this chapter shall also be
6 reimbursed by the commonwealth for the entire remainder of
7 such disbursements for assistance. The commonwealth shall
8 also pay to the boards of public welfare an amount which, when
9 added to the federal share of the costs of administration, shall

10 equal one hundred per cent of such costs, except as otherwise
11 provided in section five of chapter one hundred and eighteen B.

1 Section 6. Section 26 of chapter 118 A of the General Laws,
2 as appearing in chapter 8 of the acts of 1960, is hereby amended
3 by striking out the first sentence and inserting in place thereof
4 the following sentence: In addition to the amount of federal
5 reimbursement paid to a town under section twenty-five, the
6 town shall be reimbursed by the commonwealth for the entire
7 remainder of such disbursements for assistance, and for the
8 entire remainder of the expenses of administration except as
9 otherwise provided in this section.

1 Section 7. Section sof chapter 1188 of the General Laws,
2 as most recently amended by section 12 of chapter 432 of the
3 acts of 1963, is hereby further amended by striking out the
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third sentence and inserting in place thereof the following sen-
tence : Upon approval of the estimate by the department,
the state treasurer, notwithstanding the provisions of section
twenty-two of chapter twenty-nine or any other provision of law,
shall pay to the treasurer of the town primarily liable for the
expenses of administration the entire amount so approved.
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Section 8. Section 20 of chapter 118 D of the General Laws,
as most recently amended by section 9 of chapter 353 of the
acts of 1952, is hereby amended by striking out the first sentence
and inserting in place thereof the following sentence: In ad-
dition to the amount of federal reimbursement paid to the town
under section nineteen, the town shall also be reimbursed by the
commonwealth in an additional amount which, together with the
federal reimbursement, shall amount to one hundred per cent
of the assistance expenditures which have been lawfully incurred
under this chapter and of the expenses of administering this
chapter; except that expenses of administering this chapter
shall be available to welfare districts established under chapter
one hundred seventeen and cities and towns which have entered
into combinations under chapter one hundred eighteen B only
as provided in said chapters one hundred seventeen and one
hundred eighteen B.
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Section 9. This act shall not apply to payments by the
several towns made or due prior to the first day of January,
nineteen hundred and sixty-six, but shall apply with respect to
all other amounts thereafter paid and to all costs of administra-
tion after said date.
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