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Executive Department,
State House, Boston, July 19, 1965.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:

I transmit herewith a certified copy of a resolution of Congress
entitled “Joint Resolution proposing an amendment to the Con-
stitution of the United States relating to succession to the Presidency
and Vice Presidency and to cases where the President is unable to
discharge the powers and duties of his office” received on July 12,
1965, together with a letter from the Administrator of General
Services, for your action thereon in accordance with law.

I believe that it would be most appropriate for the Common-
wealth of Massachusetts to be one of the first states to ratify this
constitutional amendment forged from the anxieties and sorrows
following upon the tragic death of her beloved son, President John
Fitzgerald Kennedy.

Respectfully submitted,

JOHN A. VOLPE.

C&c Commontoealtl) of e^assac&usetts

Governor of the Commonwealth.
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THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES

To all to whom these presents shall come, Greeting:
I Certify, That the annexed copy, or each of the specified number

of annexed copies, of each document listed below is a true copy of a
document in the official custody of the Archivist of the United States

A resolution of the Congress entitled “Joint Resolution proposing
an amendment to the Constitution of the United States relating to
succession to the Presidency and Vice Presidency and to cases where
the President is unable to discharge the powers and duties of his
office.” (S.J. Res. 1, 89th Cong.)

In testimony whereof, I, WAYNE C. GROVER, Archivist of the
United States, have hereunto caused the Seal of the National
Archives to be affixed and my name subscribed by the Di-
rector of the Office of the Federal Register of the National
Archives, in the District of Columbia, this Bth day of July,
1965.

WAYNE C. GROVER,
Archivist of the United State

$

DAVID C. EBERHART

GENERAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION
NATIONAL ARCHIVES AND RECORDS SERVICE
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S. J. Res. 1

AT THE FIRST SESSION

Begun and held at the City of Washington on Monday, the fourth day of
January, one thousand nine hundred and sixty-jive

Proposing an amendment to the Constitution of the United States relating to
succession to the Presidency and Vice Presidency and to cases where the
President is unable to discharge the powers and duties of his office.

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United
States of America in Congress assembled ( two-thirds of each House
concurring therein), That the following article is proposed as an
amendment to the Constitution of the United States, which shall be
valid to all intents and purposes as part of the Constitution when
ratified by the legislatures of three-fourths of the several States
within seven years from the date of its submission by the Congress:

‘Article

“Section 1 . In case of the removal of the President from office or
of his death or resignation, theVice President shall become President.

“Sec. 2. Whenever there is a vacancy in the office of the Vice
President, the President shall nominate a Vice President who shall
lake office upon confirmation by a majority vote of both blouses of
Congress.

“Sec. 3. Whenever the President transmits to the President pro
tempore of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives his written declaration that he is unable to discharge the
powers and duties of his office, and until he transmits to them a
written declaration to the contrary, such powers and duties shall be
discharged by the Vice President as Acting President.

“Sec. 4. Whenever the Vice President and a majority of either
the principal officers of the executive departments or of such other
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body as Congress may by law provide, transmit to the President
pro tempore of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of Repre-
sentatives their written declaration that the President is unable to
discharge the powers and duties of his office, the Vice President shall)f his office, the Vice President shall
immediately assume the powers and duties of the office as Acting
President.

“Thereafter, when the President transmits to the President pro
tempore of the Senate and the Speaker of the Plouse of representa-
tives his written declaration that no inability exists, he shall resume
the powers and duties of his office unless the Vice President and a
majority of either the principal officers of the executive department
or of such other body as Congress may by law provide, transmit
within four days to the President pro tempore ot the Senate and the
Speaker of the House of Representatives their written declaration
that the President is unable to discharge the powers and duties of
his office. Thereupon Congress shall decide the issue, assembling
within forty-eight hours for that purpose if not in session. If the
Congress, within twenty-one days after receipt of the latter written
declaration, or, if Congress is not in session, within twenty-one days
after Congress is required to assemble, determines by two-thirds
vote of both Houses that the President is unable to discharge the
powers and duties of his office, the Vice President shall continue to
discharge the same as Acting President; otherwise, the President
shall resume the powers and duties of his office.”

JOHN W. McCORMACK
Speaker of the House of Representative

HUBERT H. HUMPHREY
Vice President of the United States and

President of the Senate


