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House of Representatives, July 21, 1965.

The House committee on Rules, to whom were referred the Reso-
lutions (filed by Mr. Barrett of Boston) memorializing the mayor
of the city of Boston and the Boston redevelopment authority to
alter the North Harvard urban renewal project so as to benefit rather
than evict the present residents (House, No. 4142), report that the
same ought to be adopted.

For the committee,

THEOPHILE J. DesROCHES,

Cbc Commontocalth ot Massachusetts
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Five.

resolutions MEMORIALIZING THE MAYOR OF THE CITY OF BOSTON
AND THE BOSTON REDEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY TO ALTER THE
NORTH HARVARD URBAN RENEWAL PROJECT SO AS TO BENEFIT
RATHER THAN EVICT THE PRESENT RESIDENTS.

1 Whereas, The federal urban renewal program is intended to
2 help provide “a decent home for every American family” and
3 as such operates in local communities as authorized and partly
4 financed by the Commonwealth; and
5 Whereas, The proposed North Harvard Street project in the
6 city of Boston would contradict the intent of this program by
7 destroying a sound community of low-cost homes to make way
8 for high-rise, luxury apartment houses; and
9 Whereas, The urban renewal program calls for “citizen par-

-10 ticipation,” yet the residents have unanimously opposed the
11 present North Harvard Street project and in fact this project
12 has only been advocated by the proposed developer; and
13 Whereas, Ten prominent Massachusetts members of the
14 American Institute of Planners have opposed this project, stat-
-15 ing that it is a “West End in miniature,” and have urged that
16 the plan be revised so as to benefit the families living on site
17 through such programs as low interest rehabilitation loans and
18 new low and moderate rental housing; and
19 Whereas, Many other groups and individuals including the
20 Boston League of Women Voters, the Massachusetts Committee
21 Against Discrimination in Housing, and the Allston-Brighton
22 Citizens Council have also opposed the present project and
23 urged that it be revised as the planners suggested; therefore be it
24 Resolved, That the Massachusetts House of Representatives
25 urges the Mayor of the Kity of Boston and the Boston Redevelop-
-26 ment Authority to halt all evictions and revise its plans so as to
27 benefit the present residents of the North Harvard Street project
28 through a program of low interest rehabilitation loans and new
29 low and moderate rental housing; and be it further
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30 Resolved, That the Secretary of the Commonwealth forward
31 a copy of these resolutions to the Administrator of the United
32 States Housing and Home Finance Agency, the members of the
33 Boston Redevelopment Authority and its Administrator, and
34 the Mayor of the city of Boston.

House of Representatives, July 21, 1965.

Adopted.

WILLIAM C. MAIERS,
Clerk.




