
HOUSE . 4144

I

4

Executive Department

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:

We are now approaching the end of the first month of the 1966
fiscal year and no final action has been taken to authorize appropri-
ations necessary to maintain the services provided by the State’s
departments, boards, commissions, and other offices, to provide for
reimbursements to the political subdivisions of the Commonwealth,
or to provide for the interest and serial bond requirements of the
State debt.

This situation is most unsatisfactory from an administrative point
of view and raises many questions in regard to the authority of the
various spending agencies to proceed with programs.

This delay causes increased workloads in all administrative
agencies because of the one-month limitation based upon an ap-
propriation bill that is inadequate in many areas.

The severe reduction made in amounts appropriated for local as-
sistance has already caused hardship in many communities. This
has forced me to allot the entire amount authorized in 11. 3939 for
General Fund local assistance in order to grant some relief. Many
communities will be looking to the Commonwealth for additional
reimbursements during the month of August. This procedure is in
direct contradiction to my intention of granting additional assistance
to local communities to provide some relief for our overburdened
home-owners and rent-payers.

The increased paper work in every spending agency particu-
larly in the Comptroller’s Division and the Bureau of Personnel and
Standardization causes increased costs and expensive delays.
Every effort should be made fco eliminate this inefficient procedure
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Because no affirmative action has been taken by the Legislature
on a revenue raising measure and because the general appropriation
bill is still pending in the Senate Committee on Ways and Means,
I am forced to recommend that you amend Chapter 579 of the
Acts of the current year to extend the authorized expenditures for
the month of August. As responsible elected officials, we should
permit no delay in facing up to our fiscal responsibility.

Respectfully submitted,

JOHN A. VOLPE,
Governor of the Commonwealth.


