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Executive Department

State House, Boston, July 23, 1965.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives

In accordance with the provisions of Article LYI of the Amend-
ments of the Constitution, I am returning, herewith, House Bill
No. 868 entitled “An Act Repealing the Provisions Of The Law
Requiring The Estate Of Certain Widows And Elderly Persons To
Repay Certain Taxes.”

I entirely agree with the purpose and intent of this bill but re-
turn it because there may be some ambiguity under Section 3 of
the bill. The purpose of the bill is to provide that no longer shall
estates of certain widows and elderly persons be required to repay
taxes from which the widow or elderly person was relieved during
his or her lifetime. The bill is clear as to such taxes in future years
but it is not wholly clear that no action can be brought in future
years for taxes in years prior to the present date. lam sure it is
the intent of the Legislature to make no distinction, for the hard-
ship would be the same in each case.

I, therefore, recommend that the bill be amended by adding the
following new section;

“Section 4. On and after the effective date of this act, no
amount shall be recorded by the assessors of any city or town un-
der section five A of chapter fifty-nine of the General Laws; nor
shall any amount recorded thereunder prior to said date be com-
mitted to any collector on or after said date; nor shall any collector
on or after said date present any claim, or bring or prosecute any
suit, for any amount committed to him under said section prior to
said date.”

Respectfully submitted,

Cfte Commontoealti) of epassacljusetts

JOHN A. VOLPE,
Governor of the Commonwealth.




