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Executive Department
State House, Boston, September 7, 1965.

A To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives.

I am returning, herewith, without my approval, House Bill No.
3938 entitled “An Act Establishing The Office of Deputy Registrar
of Voters and Defining his Duties”.

The bill provides that cities and towns shall employ deputy regis-
tration officers to visit the home of any person who is not a registered
voter, for the purpose of registering the person, if he is eligible and
if he wishes to be registered. No provision is made for this visita-
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Under existing law, numerous
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the able-bodied at the town or city hall during the regular work
week or at the evening sessions scheduled by law prior to the
elections. Ten or more voters may, by petition, have a special
registration session held in a factory or a special session in a place
two or more miles from the regular place of registration. See c. 51
Sections 26-428 inclusive.

City and town election officials may now hold additional sessions
other than those prescribed by law. Many have, in fact, held such
sessions including ones making use of mobile units and will, I am
sure, hold such additional ones as are desired or needed in the future.

%il am advised by the Honorable Kevin H. White, Secretary of the
Commonwealth, that “the existing laws in Massachusetts relative
to the registering of voters are progressive, liberal, and fully ade-
quate to do the job well, (if the authorities in the cities and towns
take full advantage of the provisions of these laws.l ”
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The right to vote is among our most precious rights. It has cost
much in blood and treasure. Even today, some of our fellow human
beings, in our own country, are about to enjoy this precious privilege
for the first time. They are not asking for registration to be made
effortless on their part. Rather, they have risked their lives, and
some have given their lives, for the simple privilege of being able to
register. Their action should be a lesson to us.

I know that the purpose of the sponsors of this bill is to increase
the percentage of eligible persons who vote in our state and national
elections, and I applaud their motive. But Ido not think that we
have yet reached the point where government must literally take
the ballot box to the front door.

In saying this, I do not deny that many of us take our political
birthright for granted. Too many of us do not bother to register,
or being registered, neglect to vote. But the answer is not for the
government to do what we ought to do for ourselves. The regis-
tration of voters is an obvious task for our political parties. It
ought to be the object of a crusade by patriotic and civic organiza-
tions and societies. A number of other voluntary nongovernment
proposals for increasing registration are pointed out in the report
of the Commission on Registration and Voting Participation, ap-
pointed by the late President Kennedy. As a matter of fact, this
Commission at page 49 of its report said “Our purpose has been to
devise methods to guarantee that every citizen who wishes to register
and vote may do so without unreasonable or unnecessary obstacles.”
Surely, we have reason to be proud of the fact that our laws, and
those who administer them, place no obstacles of any kind upon
citizens who desire to register.

For the foregoing reasons alone, I would withhold my approval
of this bill. I cannot, however, refrain from pointing out that for
the government to send two persons into private homes two per-
sons who in most cases will be strangers to the housewife or other
persons on whom they call is not in keeping with our concept of
the of the home. Women living alone are not likely to
look kindly upon the idea. It must also be kept in mind that
registration is best done, and for obvious reasons, in a public place,
as in the city or town hall, before duly appointed and experienced
officials.

This Commonwealth has grown great because of the character of
its people. Our forbears were men who looked upon citizenship as a
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personal obligation. Our Commonwealth recently gave the nation a
President whose ringing call for the citizen to ask not what his
country can do for him, but rather what he can do for his country,
will echo down the corridors of time. Surely in that spirit we cannot
ask the government to take us by the hand and lead us to the
ballot box.

I return this bill without my approval

Respectfully submitted,

JOHN A. VOLPE
Governor of the Commonwealth.
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