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Executive Department
* State House, Boston, September 28, 1965,

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives

In accordance with the provisions of Article LVI of the Amend-
ments of the Constitution, I am returning, herewith, House Bill
No. 4263 entitled “An Act Relative To The Holding Of The Pre-
liminary Election In The City Of Peabody In The Current Year.”

The first requisite of legislation changing or altering a date of an
election, is that it be clear and definite. House 4263 is neither. It
states that the preliminary election shall be held on such date as
may be determined by the board of registrars of voters. It is my
understanding that October 5 has already been established as the
date for the preliminary election, and that public announcement to
this effect has been made.

It is not clear whether the pending bill simply permits the board
to change the date from October 5 or whether the board may, by
doing nothing, allow the date of October sto stand. The pending
bill gives the board unlimited choice in its selection of a date so that
conceivably a day in the week immediately prior to the date of the
city election might be designated. Finally, the bill should provide a
date when it shall take effect.

Once public notice has been given of the date of an election, no
change should be made except for very compelling reason. Should
your Honorable Bodies, at this time, feel that such compelling reason

of the regular city election than the third Tuesday prior to the date
of said regular city election, and provided, further, that unless a

I recommend that the bill be amended as follows:
By inserting after the word “voters”, in line two, the following:
“, provided that the date so determined shall be no nearer the date
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determination of a date pursuant to the authority herein granted
shall have been made by said board prior to October 1 of the current
year, the said preliminary election shall be held on October 5 of the
current year.”

Phis act shall take effect upon its passage.”

Respectfully submitted

JOHN A. VOLPE,
Governor of the Commonwealth 0

adding a new Section as follows;
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