
No. 4465HOUSE .

Executive Department,
State House, Boston, December 29, 1965.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:

On the recommendation of the Commissioner of Public Health
I herewith submit for your consideration legislation to authorize
the Department to meet a critical water shortage in the City of
Gloucester. I am in agreement with the Commissioner that the
situation in Gloucester is sufficiently serious to justify submission
of this legislation even though we are in the closing hours 01 the
1965 Session. The urgency ot the situation is indicated by the fact
that ten days ago the Massachusetts Civil Defense Agency initiated
temporary emergency action to supply water to Gloucester from
wells at Cedar Springs. Notwithstanding this action, I am in-
formed that, assuming the drought continues, Gloucester will be
entirely without water by April 1, 1966, unless measures are taken
immediately to commence construction of a pipeline drawing water
from the Ipswich River for Gloucester’s use.

Under the terms of the attached legislation the Department would
be empowered to authorize the City of Gloucester to draw water
from the Ipswich River in Ipswich and to transport it through a
pipeline running from Ipswich through Essex to Gloucester. Care-
ful consideration has been given to safeguarding the interests of the
Towns of Ipswich and Essex. The legislation gives the Department
of Public Health complete power to regulate this source of water in
the best interests of Ipswich, Essex, Gloucester, and neighboring
municipalities, and the Department may at any time require
Gloucester to make water available from this source to assist these
other municipalities to overcome future critical water shortages.

I am authorized to state that the Commissioner of Public Health
approves the provisions of this legislation, and joins with me in
recommending that you give it your favorable consideration.

Respectfully submitted,

C&c Commontoealtft of Massachusetts

JOHNj A.] YOLPE,
Governor of Ike Commonwealth.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Five

an Act authorizing the city of Gloucester to obtain an
ADDITIONAL SOURCE OF WATER SUPPLY BY DIVERTING WATEr
FROM THE IPSWICH RIVER.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to
2 defeat this purpose which is to provide additional water for the
3 City of Gloucester, therefore it is hereby declared to be an
4 emergency law and necessary for the immediate preservation of
5 the public health, safety and convenience of the inhabitants of
6 the Citv of Gloucester.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

Clje Commontoealtf) of s^assacinisetts

1 Section 1. The department of public health may authorize
2 the City of Gloucester to take by eminent domain under chapter
3 seventy-nine of the General Laws, or to acquire by purchase,
4 lease or otherwise, the flood waters of the Ipswich river in the
5 town of Ipswich, in accordance with conditions set by said de-
-6 partment, during the period from December first through May
7 thirty-first annually. Such conditions may include restrictions
8 on the places where water may be so taken or acquired, the
9 amounts of water which may be so taken or acquired, the

10 amounts of water which must remain flowing in the river im-
-11 mediately downstream from the places of taking or acquisition,
12 and any other restrictions necessary to safeguard the interests
13 of any other cities and towns. No water so taken or acquire!
14 shall be used for water supply purposes until the water has been
15 transmitted, stored and treated in accordance with plans ap-
-16 proved by said Department. The Department may also au-
-17 thorize the city of Gloucester to take by eminent domain under
18 chapter seventy-nine of the General Laws or to acquire by pur-
-19 chase, lease or otherwise and to hold in the towns of Ipswich and
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20 Essex lands, rights-of-way and easements necessary for the col-
-21 lecting, diverting and transporting of water taken or acquired
22 under this section, in accordance with any conditions the de-
-23 partment may deem necessary and proper to carry out the
24 purposes of this section and to safeguard the interests of the
25 towns of Ipswich and Essex; and the department may also re-
-26 quire the city of Gloucester to supply water so taken or acquired
27 to other cities or towns in accordance with terms or conditions
28 established by the said department.

1 Section 2. For the purposes of paying the necessary costs
2 incurred under the provisions of section one, the city may borrow
3 from time to time sums as may be necessary not to exceed in the
4 aggregate three million dollars and may issue bonds or note
5 therefor which shall bear on the face the words, “City of Glouces-
-6 ter Water Loan, Act of 1965.” Each authorized issue shall con-
-7 stitute a separate loan and such separate loans shall be payable
8 in not more than thirty years from their dates. Such indebted-
-9 ness incurred under this section shall be in excess of the statutory

10 limit, but shall, except as provided herein, be subject to the
11 provisions of chapter forty-four of the General Laws.

1 Section 3. The department shall not authorize the taking or
2 acquisition of water under section one of this act without first
3 notifying and conferring with the board of selectmen and the
4 water and light commission of the town of Ipswich.

1 Section 4. This act shall take effect upon passage.




