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Department of Commerce and Development
150 Causeway Street, Boston 02114, Novembers, 1965.

Honorable Kevin H. White, Secretary of the Commonwealth, State House, Boston,
Massachusetts.

Dear Mr. Secretary : In accordance with the provisions of
chapter 30, sections 33 and 33A as amended, I am hereby trans-
mitting the enclosed bills and recommendations for legislative action.

Respectfully submitted,

HOUSE No. 13

C&e CommontoealtJ) of epassacfjusetts

T. W. SCHULENBERG,
Commissioner.
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1. An Act creating a Bureau of International Trade of

the Department of Commerce and Development.

It is recommended that a bureau of international trade be es-A
tablished and created. The Federal government and private in-
dustry has placed emphasis on the expansion of international trade
as a need to the country’s economy. Competition is changing, new
markets are emerging, opportunities for foreign trade are increasing.
If we fail to respond to changes and opportunities at this time, we
will be at a serious competitive disadvantage with other states and
other countries and we will not be meeting our responsibility to the
general public.

Ml positions shall be classified as under General Laws, chapter 31

2. An Act relative to Group Insurance for District Planning

Commission.

It is recommended that chapter 32A, General Laws, the state
employees group insurance law, be amended to extend the benefits
thereunder to employees of district planning commissions estab-
lished under the provisions of chapter 408, General Laws. Such
district planning commissions are formed among many of the cities
and towns of the Commonwealth, but their jurisdiction does not
conform to county lines. There are four commissions now established
and over the next few years it is expected that the number will grow
to seven or eight maximum.

With their small number of employees, and their low assessment
to the member municipalities, it is excessively costly to provide this.
valuable fringe benefit for employees. Enactment of the proposed*
bill would alleviate this situation. There will be no cost to the Com-
monwealth, the expenses being borne by the Commission and its
employees.

The employees are presently eligible for membership in the State
retirement system.

RECOMMENDATIONS.



HOUSE —No. 13.1966.] 3

3. An Act relative to an Assistant Treasurer for District
Planning Commission.

It is recommended that chapter 408, General Laws, be amended
to provide for an assistant treasurer to serve in the absence of the
treasurer of the Commission. The Department recommends the
amendment in order to clarify and strengthen the every day ad-
ministrative duties of chapter 408 regional planning commissions.
Provision should be made for an assistant treasurer who can act in
place of the treasurer since the treasurer is often required to approve

and administrative documents of immediate importance.
Since chapter 408 regional planning commissions are made up of
unpaid local planning board members who meet once monthly, the
treasurer’s absence can cause undue disruption of the commission’s
financial transactions.

There is no cost to the Commonwealth involved.

4. An Act relative to the Number of Parking Spaces for
Housing and Urban Renewal Projects.

It is recommended that legislation should be enacted, in order to
eliminate undue hardships and lengthy delays facing local housing
authorities in their endeavor to construct housing for the elderly
projects for those of low income.

The majority of towns, within the Commonwealth, recite in their
by-laws that one or more parking spaces must be provided for each
dwelling unit to be constructed in a multiple design structure.

There is no necessity for said number of spaces within a housing
for the elderly project.

5. An Act relative to “Definitions” relative to Housing

and Urban Renewal Laws.
It is recommended that all references to housing board or urban

a renewal or industrial renewal should be changed to the Department
of Commerce and Development because of the reorganization of
1964 that brought housing and urban renewal into the Department
of Commerce and Development.
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6. An Act increasing the Total Amount of Urban Renewal
Assistance Grants.

Ihe reason for submitting this legislation is as follow
Since the Title I Urban Renewal Federal Allocations in Massachu-

setts now total $294,700,101 in thirty-four (34) communities with
eighty-five (85) projects, and with the several communities required
to match approximately either one half or one third of the net cost
of their projects, it is evident that the present maximum limitation
of $1,500,000 annually and 130,000,000 in the aggregate will not be
sufficient to meet the State’s obligation to reimburse one half of the
local share spread in annual payments over a period of twenty years.

7. An Act providing Financial Assistance by the Common-
wealth to Cities and Towns for the Preparation and
Completion of Community Renewal Programs.

There are presently 12 cities and towns in the Commonwealth
engaged in preparing Community Renewal Programs, to the extent
of $1,253,370.

Such a program includes the identification of slum areas or
blighted, deteriorated or deteriorating areas in the community. The
measurement areas. The determination of the financial, relocation
and other resources needed and available to renew such areas. The
identification of potential project areas and types of urban renewal
action contemplated, and scheduling or programming of urban
renewal activities. The program is financed by the Federal gov-
ernment and the local community on a two thirds-one third basis
in cities and towns with a population in excess of 50,000 and three
quarters-one quarter in cities and towns under 50,000.

Communities engaged in urban renewal activity are presently
reimbursed by the Commonwealth to the extent of one half of the
local share. By similarly reimbursing cities and towns for com-
munity renewal programs we will stimulate greater involvement in
this program.

8. An Act authorizing Redevelopment Authorities to engage
in Rehabilitation within an Urban Renewal Area.

The statute presently provides for housing authorities to carry
out the rehabilitation of dwellings within an urban renewal area.
It is recommended that sections 26111 and 26JJJ be amended to
include redevelopment authorities.
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Where a redevelopment authority is organized in a city or town,
that redevelopment authority is the agency empowered to engage in
urban renewal activity. In order to facilitate this activity of which
rehabilitation is a part, redevelopment authorities should be au-
thorized to participate in the State-Assisted Rehabilitation Program.

An Act providing financial assistance by the commonwealth to
cities and towns for the preparation and completion of community
renewal programs.

The necessity for this amendment of section 26CC of the General
Laws, chapter 121 is that a city or town may be empowered to ap-
propriate funds to reimburse in part business establishments forced
to vacate their premises by eminent domain proceedings for housing
or urban renewal purposes. Furthermore, this amended section
would permit a city to borrow up to 5 per cent of the average of the
assessors valuations instead of the present per cent and the bill
also extends the limit of indebtedness from twenty to twenty-five
years, providing a moratorium on principle payments for up to five
years.

It is the opinion of this Division that these amendments are
necessary for communities to take full advantage of our urban re-
newal laws. Some cities and towns are almost up to the present debt
limitation. Extending the limit of indebtedness from twenty to
twenty-five years will spread the period of tax improvement after a
project has been initiated, cleared and rebuilt.

The purpose of this legislation is to reimburse local communities
for one half of any relocation costs which are not provided by the
Federal government or any other agency. Federal regulations have
been changed wherein a certain portion of the relocation costs must
be borne by the local community.

This legislation would permit the state to assist such communities
up to one half of their share.

9. An Act concerning Appropriations by a City or a Town
TO DEFRAY IN PART THE EXPENSE OF HOUSING, REDEVELOP-
MENT, Relocation and Renewal Projects.

10. An Act authorizing the Commonwealth to Reimburse
Local Communities for one half of their Relocation
Costs.
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