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By Mr. Williams of Andover, petition of M. Madeline Halloran, Arthur
Williams and others for adoption of resolutions by the General Court memo-
rializing the Secretary of Defense and members of Congress to prevent the
proposed merger of the reserve forces of the armed forces into the National
Guard units of the several states. Military Affairs.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Six.

Resolutions memorializing the secretary or defense and

MEMBERS OF CONGRESS TO PREVENT THE PROPOSED MERGER OF
THE RESERVE FORCES OF THE ARMED FORCES INTO THE NATIONAL
GUARD UNITS OF THE SEVERAL STATES.

1 Whereas, In this Commonwealth of Massachusetts, there
2 was born the Spirit of Freedom of Man from the tyranny and
3 oppression of autocratic and enslaving Government; and
4 Whereas, In this Commonwealth of Massachusetts, there
5 was born in seventeen hundred and seventy-five the greatest
6 military concept of freedom the world has ever known, the
7 Minute-man or Citizen Soldier; and
8 Whereas, Ever since that time throughout the history of
9 the United States, this nation has been forced to defend that

10 Spirit of Freedom, its hard won liberties, and its high ideals
11 from the tyrannical and oppressive Governments, through its
12 Citizen Soldier; and
13 Whereas, The Citizens of the Commonwealth of Massachu-
-14 setts have always abhorred and feared a trained professional
15 armed force because of the barbaric, brutal and oppressive

treatment they received from such a force prior to seventeen
17 hundred and seventy-five and still do abhor and fear such a
18 force; and
19 Whereas, The Citizens of the Commonwealth of Massachu-
-20 setts, wdth a full realization that military weaponry and tactics
21 have changed, adhere to the firm belief that the successful
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22 defense of the United States of America and of its people is
23 dependent solely upon the faith, integrity and ability of the
24 Citizen Soldier and his firm resolve and belief in the justness
25 of his cause; and
26 Whereas, The People of the Commonwealth of Massachu-
-27 setts, not discounting the need for and effectiveness of modern
28 and advanced weaponry but rather deeming it imprudent,
29 foolish, impractical and inimical to their welfare and the wel-
-30 fare of this Commonwealth and of these United States to
31 rely on a few instruments of mechanical warfare and to aban-
-32 don the tried and true historical concept of the Citizen Soldier �
33 symbolized by the Minute-man; and
34 Whereas, The People of the Commonwealth of Massachu-
-35 setts in keeping with their original and historic position and
36 beliefs, hereby protest and oppose the recent move by the
37 Secretary of Defense and those aligned with him to abolish,
38 abandon, disintegrate and destroy the Reserve Forces of the
39 Armed Services of these United States through their merger
40 into the National Guard units of the several states; therefore
41 be it
42 Resolved, That the General Court of Massachusetts urgently
43 requests the Secretary of Defense to rescind the order relative
44 to the merger of the Reserved Forces of the Armed Forces
45 into the National Guard Units of the United States; and be
46 it further
47 Resolved, That the General Court of Massachusetts respect-
-48 fully urges the Congress of the United States to take such
49 action as may be necessary to prevent the above proposed
50 merger; and be it further
51 Resolved, That copies of these resolutions be sent forth-
-52 with by the secretary of the commonwealth to the President
53 of the United States, to the Secretary of Defense, to the pre-
-54 siding office of each branch of Congress and to each member
55 thereof from this commonwealth. fi


