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By Mr. Cronin of Lawrence, petition of Richard E. McLaughlin and John J.
Cronin for clarifying the powers of the Registrar of Motor Vehicles to appoint
deputies, directors and other officers and employees and to confer certain
authority and police powers on such appointees. Highways and Motor Vehicles.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Six.

An Act clarifying the powers of the registrar of motor
VEHICLES TO APPOINT DEPUTY REGISTRARS, DIRECTORS, AND OTHER

OFFICERS and employees, and to delegate certain authority

TO SUCH PERSONS, AND CONFERRING FULL POLICE POWERS ON SUCH
PERSONS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 Section 1. Section 29 of chapter 90 of the General Laws
2 is hereby amended by striking out the first six sentences and
3 inserting in place thereof the following sentences; The regis-
-4 trar shall appoint competent persons to act as motor vehicle
5 investigators and motor vehicle examiners, and may define
6 their duties, and may remove them for cause. He may also
7 appoint and remove for cause deputy registrars, directors, and
8 such other officers and employees as may be necessary to carry
9 out the performance of any duty imposed upon the registrar

10 by any provision of law, and he may delegate to such deputy
11 registrars, directors, and to such other officers and employees
12 the performance of any duty imposed upon the registrar for
13 the administration or enforcement of laws relating to motor
14 vehicles. The registrar may appoint such of said investigators,
15 examiners, officers or employees whose duties may include the
16 enforcement of the laws relating to motor vehicles, to have and
17 exercise throughout the commonwealth all the powers of police
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18 officers and constables under any provision of law, except the
19 service of civil process, and they may carry within the common-

-20 wealth such weapons as the registrar may determine with their
21 consent. Such designated investigators, examiners, officers or
22 employees may serve all processes lawfully issued by the courts,
23 the department in the exercise of its duties under this chapter,
24 or the registrar. The registrar may appoint from among said
25 investigators, examiners, officers or employees a supervising
26 inspector of special investigations and may assign motor vehi-
-27 cle examiners or motor vehicle investigators, not to exceed fifteen
28 in number, to act as special investigators under said supervising
29 inspector; provided, that, no person shall be so designated or
30 assigned to such work unless he consents thereto. The registrar
31 may establish a section for inspection of motor vehicles used
32 for the transportation of property with reference to all police
33 requirements, including equipment and weight of loads.

1 Section 2. Section 9of chapter 16 of the General Laws is
2 hereby stricken out and the following section inserted in place
3 thereof:
4 Section 9. There shall be in the department, but in no
5 manner subject to its control, a division of motor vehicles,
6 to be known as the registry of motor vehicles. The governor
7 shall appoint for a term of five years, and may remove for cause
8 an officer to be known as the registrar of motor vehicles who shall
9 be the executive and administrative head of the division. The

10 registrar shall receive such salary, not to exceed sixteen thou-
-11 sand dollars, as the governor and council may determine. In
12 the event of a vacancy in the office of registrar, his powers and
13 duties shall be exercised and performed by the deputy registrar
14 last designated to serve as registrar in the event of the registrars
15 absence or disability under the provisions of section six of
16 chapter thirty. In the event that there is no such deputy so
17 designated, the deputy registrar who is most senior in grade
18 shall exercise the powers and perform the duties of registrar
19 until a registrar is duly qualified. The registrar shall, in addi-
-20 tion to the authority conferred upon him by any provision of
21 law, have the power to make rules and regulations for the
22 division of motor vehicles.


