
HOUSE No. 1505 
By Mr. Gammal of Worcester, petition of Edward W. Brooke and Albert A. 

Gammal, Jr., for establishing procedures for post-mortem medical examinations 
and creating the office of medical examiner for the Commonwealth. Public 
Health. 

Cijr Commontoealtfj of spassacintsetts 
In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Six. 

AN ACT ESTABLISHING PROCEDURES FOR POST-MORTEM MEDICAL 
EXAMINATIONS, AND CREATING T H E OFFICE OF MEDICAL EXAMINER 
FOR THE COMMONWEALTH. 
1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to 
2 defeat its purpose, which is to forthwith establish procedures 
3 for post-mortem medical examinations, and create the office 
4 of medical examiner for the commonwealth, therefore it is 
5 hereby declared to be an emergency law, necessary for the 
6 immediate preservation of the public health and convenience. 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in 

General Court assembled,, and by the authority of the same, as 
follows: 

1 SECTION 1. Chapter thirty-eight of the General Laws is 
2 hereby repealed. 
1 SECTION 2. The following chapter shall be inserted after 
2 chapter one hundred and eleven A of the General Laws and 
3 shall be designated as chapter one hundred and eleven B of 
4 the General Laws: — 
5 MEDICAL E X A M I N E R S — POST-MORTEM 
6 MEDICAL EXAMINATIONS. 
7 (1) Title. — This chapter may be referred to as the Post-
8 Mortem Medical Examination Act. 
9 (2) Office of State Medical Examiner. — There is hereby 

10 created the office of chief medical examiner of the common-
11 wealth and it is placed in the department of public health of 



12 the commonwealth; provided, however, that said office shall 
13 not be subject to the supervision and regulation of said depart-
14 ment of public health or of any other department, commis-
15 sion, board, bureau or agency of the commonwealth except 
16 to the extent and in the manner provided in this chapter. 
17 (3) The Chief .Medical Examiner; Appointment, Tenure, 
18 Vacancies. — The chief medical examiner of the common-
19 wealth with the duties and responsibilities hereinafter set 
20 forth shall be appointed by the governor from among the 
21 three qualified individuals with the highest rank on a list to 
22 be established by the director of civil service for the purpose ^ 
23 in accordance Avith the provisions hereof. The director of 
24 civil service shall administer an examination for the office of 
25 chief medical examiner in accordance with the provisions of 
26 sections eight, nine, ten, eleven, twelve, twelve A, thirteen and 
27 thirteen A of chapter thirty-one of the General Laws, pro-
28 vided, however, that in the performance of his duties under 
29 section ten said chapter thirty-one as they relate to the form 
30 and subject matter of the examination, the director of civil 
31 service shall adopt and use an examination to be prepared at 
32 his request for him by the American Board of Pathology to 
33 test knowledge and skill in the special medical field of forensic 
34 pathology. The opportunity to take the examination shall 
35 be offered as soon as possible af ter the enactment hereof and 
36 annually, or more often if required, only to individuals who 
37 have received the degree of doctor of medicine and who are 
38 licensed to practice medicine in the commonwealth and who 
39 have been certified in th medical specialty of pathology by 
40 the American Board of Pathology. The chief medical ex-
41 aminer shall lie appointed for a term of seven years. Any 
42 vacancy in the office of chief medical examiner occurring prior 
43 to the expiration of the term of such officer shall be filled by 
44 appointment by the governor for a full term of seven years. 
45 (4) Deputy Chief Medical Examiners: Appointment, 
46 Tenure, Vacancies. — There shall be six deputy chief medical fl 
47 examiners of the commonwealth with the duties and re-
48 sponsibilities hereinafter set forth. Each deputy chief medical ,, 
49 examiner of the commonwealth shall be appointed by the 
50 governor from among the three qualified individuals with 
51 the highest rank at the time of such appointment on a list to 



52 be established by the director of civil service for the purpose 
53 in accordance with the provisions hereof. The director of 
54 civil service shall administer an examination for the office 
55 of deputy chief medical examiner in accordance with the 
56 provisions of sections eight, nine, ten, eleven, twelve, twelve A, 
57 thirteen and thirteen A of chapter thirty-one of the General 
58 Laws; provided, however, that in the performance of his 
59 duties under section ten of said chapter thirty-one as they 
60 relate to the form and subject matter of the examination, the 
61 director of civil service shall adopt and use an examination 
62 to be prepared at his request for him by the American Board 
63 of Pathology to test knowledge and skill in the special medical 
64 field of forensic pathology. The opportunity to take the exam-
65 ination shall be offered as soon as possible after the enactment 
66 hereof and annually, or more often if required, only to indi-
67 viduals who have received the degree of doctor of medicine 
68 and who are licensed to practice medicine in the common-
69 wealth and who have been certified in the medical specialty 
70 of pathology by the American Board of Pathology. The 
71 deputy chief medical examiner shall be appointed for a term 
72 of seven years. Any vacancy in the office of the deputy chief 
73 medical examiner occurring prior to the expiration of the 
74 term of such officer shall be filled by appointment by the gov-
75 ernor for a full term of seven years. 
76 (5) Regional Offices; Personnel; Facilities.— The chief 
77 medical examiner shall establish six regional offices in the 
78 commonwealth. Each deputy chief medical examiner shall be 
79 responsible for the administration of one such regional office 
80 under the direction and control of the chief medical examiner 
81 in accordance with the provisions hereof. Regional offices 
82 shall be located geographically so that each such office shall 
83 have approximately the same amount of work. The chief 
84 medical examiner shall assign to each regional office and to 
85 deputy chief medical examiner the exact geographical dis-

Sf 86 tricts which they shall administer and control. In that con-
87 nection none of the districts listed in section eight hereof shall 
88 be divided. Each regional office may be located in a hospital 
89 or in buildings which may be erected for the purpose only 
90 with the approval of the governor and after an appropriation 
91 therefor has been made by the general court. Each regional 

! 



92 office shall include the professional, technical and administra-
i t tive personnel in physical facilities considered necessary by 
94 the chief medical examiner to conduct post-mortem examina-
95 tions and forensic pathological, bacteriological and toxicolog-
96 ical and other investigations as may be deemed necessary 
97 and proper by the chief or a deputy medical examiner. Re-
98 gional laboratory and administrative personnel shall be 
99 appointed and may be removed by the chief medical examiner 

100 (6) Location of Office of Chief Medical Examiner. — The 
101 office of the chief medical examiner shall be located in the 
102 regional office established under the provisions of section five 
103 hereof to serve the area including the city of Boston. 
104 (7) The chief medical examiner is authorized to purchase 
105 such furniture, equipment and supplies as he deems necessary 
106 to implement all of the provisions of this act. If he deems it 
107 advisable the chief medical examiner may contract with any 
108 accredited public or private hospital or medical school, for 
109 the employment of laboratories and laboratory personnel, 
110 morgues, other technical facilities, and space in a building or 
111 buildings thereof in which to locate his or regional offices. 
112 The chief and deputy chief medical examiners and other 
113 medical examiners or associates medical examiners may teach 
114 forensic medicine and other related subjects in medical 
115 schools, universities and colleges in the commonwealth and 
116 they may make available to others their professional skills 
117 on a consultant basis only if there is no conflict with the per-
118 formance and nature of their official duties under any provi-
119 sion of the laws of the commonwealth. 
120 (S) Medical Examiners; Associate Medical Examiners; 
121 Appointment; Jurisdiction. — The Governor shall appoint 
122 medical examiners and associate medical examiners in and 
123 for their respective counties and districts as follows : 
124 Two examiners and two associate examiners in Suffolk 
125 county, and one examiner and one associate examiner in 
126 Nantucket county and in each of the following districts, ex-1 
127 cept in district two in Barnstable county in and for which 
128 one examiner and two associate examiners shall be so 
129 appointed: 
130 Barnstable county, district one, comprising Harwich, 
131 Dennis, Yarmouth, Brewster, Chatham, Orleans and East-



132 ham; district two, Barnstable, Bourne, Sandwich, Mashpee and 
133 Falmouth; and district three, Provincetown, Truro and 
134 Wellfleet. 
135 Berkshire county, district one, comprising North Adams, 
136 Williamstown, Clarksburg, Adams, Florida, Savoy, New 
137 Ashford and Cheshire; district two, l'ittsfield, Lanesborougli, 
138 Windsor, Dalton, Hinsdale, Peru and Hancock; district 
139 three, Richmond, Lenox, Washington, Becket, Lee, Stock-
140 bridge, Tyringham and Otis; and district four, WTest Stock-
141 bridge, Alford, Great Barrington, Monterey, Sandisfield, New 
142 Marlborough, Sheffield, Egremont and Mount Washington. 
143 Bristol county, district one, comprising Attleboro, North 
144 Attleborough, Seekonk, Norton, Mansfield and Relioboth; dis-
145 trict two, Taunton, Raynliam, Easton, Berkley and Dighton; 
146 district three, Fall River, Somerset, Swansea, Freetown and 
147 Westport; and district four, New Bedford, Dartmouth, Fair-
148 haven and Acushnet. 
149 Dukes county, district one, comprising Edgartown and 
150 Oak Bluffs; district two, Tisbury, West Tisbury and Gosnold; 
151 and district three, Cbilmark and Gay Head. 
152 Essex county, district one, comprising Gloucester and Rock-
153 port; district two, Ipswich, Rowley, Hamilton and Essex; 
154 district three, Newburyport, Newbury, West Newbury, Ames-
155 bury and Salisbury; district four, Haverhill and Merrimac; 
156 district five, Lawrence, Methuen, Andover and North An-
157 dover ; district six, Georgetown, Boxford, Topsfield and Grove-
158 land; district seven, Beverly, Wenham and Manchester; dis-
159 trict eight, Peabody, Danvers, Middleton and Lynnfield; 
160 district nine, Lynn, Saugus, Nahant and Swampscott; and 
161 district ten, Salem and Marblehead. 
162 Franklin county, the northern district, comprising Orange. 
163 Erving, Warwick, New Salem and Wendell; the eastern dis-
164 trict, Bernardston, Gill, Greenfield, Leverett, Montague, 
165 Northfield, Shutesbury and Sunderland; and the western 
166 district, Ash field, Buckland, Charlemont, Col rain, Conway, 
167 Beerfield, Hawley, Heath, Leyden, Monroe, Towe, Shelburne 
168 and Wliately. 
169 Hampden county, district one, comprising Brimfield, Hol-
170 land, Palmer, Monson and Wales; district two, Springfield, 
171 Agawam, East Longmeadow, Longmeadow, AVest Springfield, 



172 Wilbraham and Hampden; district three, Holyoke; district 
173 four, Blandford, Chester, Granville, Montgomery, Russell, 
174 Sou thwick, Tolland and Westfield; and district five, Chicopee 
175 and Ludlow. 
176 Hampshire county, district one, comprising Northampton, 
177 Chesterfield, Cummington, Goshen, Hatfield, Plainfield and 
178 Williamsburg; district two, Easthampton, Huntington, 
179 Middlefield, Southampton, Westhampton and Worthington; 
180 district three, Amherst, Granby, Hadley, Pelham and South 
181 Hadley; and district four, Belchertown and Ware. 
182 Middlesex county, district one, comprising Cambridge, Bel-
183 mont and Arlington; district two, Maiden, Somerville, 
184 Everett and Medford; district three, Melrose, Stoneham, 
185 Wakefield, Wilmington, Reading and North Reading; district 
186 four, Woburn, Winchester, Lexington and Burlington; dis-
187 trict five, Lowell, Dracut, Tewksbury, Billerica, Chelmsford 
188 and Tyngsborough; district six, Concord, Carlisle, Bedford, 
189 Lincoln, Littleton, Acton and Boxborough; district seven, 
190 Newton, Waltham, Water-town and Weston; district eight, 
191 Framingham, Wayland, Natick, Sherborn, Holliston, Hopkin-
192 ton and Ashland; district nine, Marlborough, Hudson, May-
193 nard, Stow and Sudbury; district ten, Ayer, Groton, West-
194 ford, Dunstable, Pepperell, Shirley, Townsend and Asliby. 
195 Norfolk county, district one, comprising Dedham, Need-
196 ham, Wellesley, Westwood, Norwood and Dover; district two, 
197 Cohasset; district three, Quincy, Milton and Randolph; dis-
198 trict four, Weymouth, Braintree and Holbrook; district five, 
199 Avon, Stoughton, Canton, Walpole and Sharon; district six, 
200 Franklin, Foxborough, Plainville and Wrentham; district 
201 «even, Medway, Medfield, Millis, Norfolk and Bellingham; 
202 and district eight, Brookline. 
203 Plymouth county, district one, comprising Brockton, West 
204 Bridgewater, East Bridgewater, Bridgewater and Whitman; 
205 district two, Abington, Rockland, Hanover, Hanson, Norwell 
206 and Pembroke; district three, Plymouth, Halifax, Kingston, 
207 Plympton and Duxburv; district four, Middleborough, Ware-
208 ham, Mattapoisett, Carver, Rochester, Lakeville and Marion; 
209 and district five, Hingliam, Hull, Scituate and Marshfield. 
210 Worcester county, district one, comprising Athol, Peters-
211 ham, Phillipston and Royalston; district two, Gardner, 



212 Templeton and Winehendon; district three, Eitchburg, Ash-
213 burnham, Leominster, Lunenburg, Princeton and West-
214 minster; district four, Berlin, Bolton, Boylston, Clinton, 
215 Harvard, Lancaster and Sterling; district five, Grafton, 
216 Northborough, Southborough and Westborough; district six, 
217 Hopedale, Mendon, Milford and Upton; district seven, Black-
218 stone, Douglas, Millville, Northbridge and Uxbridge; district 
219 eight, Charlton, Dudley, Oxford, Southbridge, Sturbridge and 
220 Webster; district nine, Brookfield, East Brookfield, North 
221 Brookfield, Spencer, Warren and West Brookfield; district 
222 ten, Barre, Hubbardston, Hardwick, New Braintree, Oakham 
223 and Rutland; and district eleven, Worcester, Auburn, Holden, 
224 Leicester, Millbury, Paxton, Shrewsbury, Sutton and West 
225 Boylston. 
226 Associate medical examiners shall perform all the duties 
227 of a medical examiner hereunder in the absence of such 
228 medical examiners in their district or in caes of their inability 
229 to act. To be eligible for appointment as a medical examiner 
230 or associate medical examiner an individual must possess the 
231 degree of doctor of medicine and be licensed to practice 
232 medicine in the commonwealth and have been certified in the 
233 field of pathology by the American Board of Pathology. 
234 Medical examiners and associate medical examiners appointed 
235 under the authority of this section shall perform their duties 
236 in accordance with the provisions of this act under the direc-
237 tion and control of the chief medical examiner and the deputy 
238 chief medical examiner in charge of the region within which 
239 is the district for which a medical examiner or associate 
240 medical examiner has been appointed. Appointments under 
241 the authority of this section shall be for a term of seven years. 
242 Any vacancy occurring prior to the expiration of a term of 
243 such officer shall be filled by appointment by the governor for 
244 a full term of seven years. 
245 (9) Official Bonds. — The chief and each deputy chief 
246 medical examiner of the commonwealth and each district 
247 medical examiner and associate medical examiner, before 
248 entering upon the performance of his official duties, shall be 
249 sworn and give bond, in the sum of five thousand dollars, to 
250 the county, conditioned to perform faithfully his official 
251 duties, with a surety company authorized to transact business 



252 in the commonwealth, as surety. Failure for three months 
253 after appointment to give such bond shall render his appoint-
254 ment void. 
255 (10) Breach of Condition of Bond. — Upon breach of the 
256 condition of such bond to the injury of any person, the prin-
257 cipal may be removed from office and action brought thereon 
258 in like manner as upon the bond of a sheriff. 
259 (11) Salaries; Fees; Expenses. — The annual salary of the 
260 chief medical examiner of the commonwealth shall be twenty-
261 five thousand dollars. Each deputy chief medical examiner of 
262 the commonwealth shall be paid twenty thousand dollars per 
263 annum. The annual salaries of district medical examiners 
264 may be established each year by the chief medical examiner, 
265 but in no event shall a salary for such position exceed fifteen 
266 thousand dollars per annum. District medical examiners 
267 and associate medical examiners for whom annual salaries 
268 are not designated by the chief medical examiner shall be paid 
269 fees on the basis of the following schedule: 
270 Investigation and view fifty dollars; 
271 Attendance as a witness at inquests or in court fifty dollars 
272 per day ; 
273 Travel expenses ten cents per mile. 
274 Compensation of other technical, laboratory and admin-
275 istrative personnel shall be established by the chief medical 
276 examiner of the commonwealth, having in mind the pay for 
277 similar services and expertise in the community. All com-
278 pensation and expenses authorized by this act shall be paid 
279 from the funds of the commonwealth appropriated by the 
280 general court for the purposes. 
281 (12) Reports of Deaths. — It shall be the duty of any 
2S2 citizen who becomes aware of the death of any person to report 
283 such death and his knowledge of the circumstances surround-
284 ing such death forthwith to the police department of the 
285 municipality in which the death occurs or a dead body is 
286 found. It shall be the duty of any police officer or doctor who 
287 becomes aware of any death of any person to report such 
288 death forthwith to the medical examiner of the county or 
289 district in which the body was found, unless the death oc-
290 curred in a hospital and is certified by a physician in attend-
291 ance to be due to natural causes. A physician or police officer 



292 who, having knowledge of any violent, unnatural, or 
293 suspicious death, fails to notify the medical examiner shall 
291 be punished by a fine of not more than one hundred dollars. 
295 (13) Duties of Medical Examiner upon Receipt of 'Notice. 
296 — Immediately upon receipt of notification of a death or of 
297 discovery of a body the medical examiner in whose district 
29S such occurs shall carefully inquire into the cause and circum-
299 stances of the death and if, as a result of such inquiry, lie is 
300 of the opinion that death may have resulted from violence or 
301 unnatural causes, he shall go to the dead body and take charge 
302 of same. Any person who shall, without written orders from a 
303 medical examiner, wilfully touch, remove, or disturb the 
301 body of a person suspected of having died from violent or 
305 unnatural causes, or any person who wilfully touches, re-
306 moves, or disturbs the clothing or any article upon or near 
307 such body shall be guilty of a misdemeanor. Upon taking 
308 charge of such body, the medical examiner, before moving 
309 same, shall carefully note the appearance, condition, and posi-
310 tion of the body and record every fact and circumstance tend-
311 ing to show the cause and manner of death, with the names 
312 and addresses of all known witnesses, and make inquiries re-
313 garding the cause and manner of death. The medical examiner 
311 shall not move the body or any material on or about it or in 
315 the vicinity thereof until either municipal, county or state 
316 police or detectives and technicians, as the case may be, have 
317 taken a complete series of overlapping photographs, and have 
318 examined the area for fingerprints and other evidence to be 
319 evaluated by police laboratory technicians. Smoking shall be 
320 prohibited at the scene until the body is removed and police 
321 technicians have completed their work. The responsible police 
322 officials shall take the fingerprints and footprints of all who 
323 enter the area in which the death occurred or the body is 
324 found. That area shall be defined by the senior police officer 
325 present in consultation with the medical examiner. When-
326 ever possible all footwear shall be covered by a material 
327 leaving no imprint before one shall be allowed to enter such 
328 area. 
329 (14) Immediate Police Activity. — The first responsible 
330 police officer and subsequently the senior responsible police 
331 officer at the scene of a death or where a body is discovered 



332 shall immediately take action to: 
333 (a) Guard the premises or area; 
334 (b) Allow no one to enter until the arrival of the medical 
335 examiner and police and laboratory technicians; 
336 (c) Initiate proper notification without leaving the scene 
337 unguarded and taking care to add nothing to the scene; 
338 (d) Record the names and actions of all persons known or 
339 reported to have entered the scene of the homicide 
340 prior to the arrival of police or medical examiner; 
341 (e) Record the name and time of all authorized persons; 
342 (/) Conduct a door-to-door canvass of the area; 
343 (g) Record the location, registration number of all vehicles 
344 within a reasonable area of the crime scene and the 
345 time observed; 
346 (h) Interview all persons who are in the area; 
347 (i) Photograph the surrounding area including views of 
348 the spectators. 
349 (15) Evidence Impounded; Personal Possessions. — The 
350 medical examiner shall deliver any suicide note or other 
351 written evidence of suicide found on a deceased person to the 
352 deputy chief medical examiner in charge of his region. Sub-
353 ject to the provisions of sections thirteen and fourteen hereof 
354 medical examiner shall take possession of any other portable 
355 objects which, in his opinion, may be useful in establishing 
356 the cause of death, and shall deliver them to the responsible 
357 police department. 
358 The senior, responsible police officer shall, in the absence 
359 of next of kin of the deceased, take possession of all property 
360 of value found on a body, make an exact inventory thereof 
361 on his report, and deliver such property to the police depart-
362 ment, which shall surrender same to the person entitled to its 
363 custody or possession, when it is no longer required for pur-
364 poses of criminal investigation. 
365 (16) Findings; Autopsies. — The medical examiner shall j 
366 reduce his findings to writing, and promptly make a full re-
367 port thereof to the deputy chief medical examiner of his 
368 region on forms prescribed for such purpose. 
369 If the investigation of the circumstances and examination 
370 of the body enable the medical examiner to conclude with 
371 reasonable certainty that death occurred from natural causes 



372 or obvious traumatic injury, and there are no other circum-
373 stances which would appear to require an autopsy, he or she 
374 shall certify the cause in his report to the deputy chief 
375 medical examiner who shall file such report with the chief 
376 medical examiner. If, however, the medical examiner, or the 
377 deputy chief medical examiner, or the chief medical examiner, 
378 or the district attorney of the county or the senior, responsible 
379 police of the municipality in which the body was found con-
380 sider a further examination to be necessary he or she shall 
381 notify the district attorney and cause an autopsy to be per-
382 formed in the appropriate regional medical examiner office 
383 by the chief medical examiner, or the deputy chief medical 
384 examiner, in their absence by such other pathologist as the 
385 chief medical examiner designates. The autopsy shall include 
386 toxicologic, histologic, microbiologic, and serologic examina-
387 tions. A detailed description of the findings of all autopsies 
388 shall be dictated during the progress thereof either to a 
389 stenographer or into equipment appropriate to the purpose. If 
390 the medical examiner or representatives of the chief medical 
391 examiner of the commonwealth have reason to suspect that a 
392 homicide lias been committed, such autopsy shall be per-
393 formed by the chief medical examiner or his deputy in the 
394 presence of at least one other deputy or qualified pathologist. 
395 The reports of the investigation at the scene, autopsy, and 
396 toxocologic, histologic, serologic, and microbiologic exam-
397 inations, and the conclusions drawn therefrom, shall be signed 
398 by the chief medical examiner or by his deputy, and in 
399 homicide cases by the other participating pathologist. Re-
400 ports shall be filed in the office of the chief medical examiner 
401 of the commonwealth. 
402 (17) Report% to Authorities. — If the chief medical ex-
403 aminer of the commonwealth or his deputies or assistants are 
404 of the opinion that the death may have been caused by the 
405 act or negligence of another, he shall at once notify the district 
406 attorney and a justice of the district court and senior police 
407 official within whose jurisdiction the body was found, if the 
408 place where found and the place of the said act of negligence 
409 of another is within the same county, or unknown, otherwise, 
410 lie shall notify the district attorney and district court justice 
411 and senior police official within whose district or jurisdiction 



412 the said act or negligence occurred. 
413 He shall promptly deliver to the appropriate district at-
414 torney copies of all records relating to such death, and such 
415 records shall not be open to public inspection until court 
416 action has been completed. He shall in all cases forthwith 
417 certify to the town clerk or registrar in the place where the 
418 deceased died, and to the department of industrial accidents 
419 in cases where death, in his opinion, was caused by or related 
420 to the occupation of the deceased, and to the registrar of 
421 motor vehicles in cases where death, in his opinion, was 
422 caused by or related to the operation of a motor vehicle, the 
423 name and residence of the deceased if known ; but if unknown, 
424 a description of the deceased with the cause and manner of 
425 death. 
426 (IS) inquest. — The court or justice may thereupon hold 
427 an inquest. The attorney general or the district attorney may, 
428 notwithstanding the fact that no action lias been taken by 
429 the medical examiner under section six, or that no notifica-
430 tion that the death may have been caused by the act or 
431 negligence of another has been given to the court or justice 
432 under section seven, require an inquest to be held in case of 
433 any death supposed to have been caused by external means. 
434 The court or justice shall give reasonable notice of the time 
435 and place of the inquest to the department of public utilities 
436 in any case of death by accident upon a railroad, electric 
437 railroad, street railway, or railroad for private use, and in 
438 any case of death in which a motor vehicle of a common car-
439 rier of passengers for hire by motor vehicle is involved, and 
440 to (he department of public works in any case of death in 
441 which any motor vehicle is involved. All persons not required 
442 by law to attend may be excluded from the inquest. The dis-
443 trict attorney or any person designated by him may attend 
444 the inquest and examine the witnesses, who may be kept 
445 separate so that they cannot converse with each other until j 
446 they have been examined. 
447 (19) Jurisdiction Extended. — If it appears that the place 
448 where the supposed act or negligence occurred and the place 
449 where the body was found are both without the limits of the 
450 judicial district of the court notified by the medical examiner 
451 under section seven, the court shall nevertheless proceed with 



452 the inquest and have continuous and exclusive jurisdiction 
453 thereof if either place is within the commonwealth and within 
454 fifty rods of the boundary line of such district, unless a prior 
455 and like notice shall have been issued by a medical examiner 
456 in another county in accordance with said section. 
457 ( 20) Appointment of Officer to Investigate. — A district 
458 court about to hold an inquest may appoint an officer qualified 
459 to serve criminal process to investigate the case and to sum-
460 mon the witnesses, and may allow him additional compensa-
461 tion therefor, payable in like manner as the fees of officers 
462 in criminal cases. 
463 (21) Report of Evidence and Magistrate's Report in Ger-
464 tain Cases to Be Sent to Department of Public Utilities. — 
465 if a magistrate believes that an inquest to be held by him 
466 relates to the accidental death of a passenger or employee 
467 upon a railroad or electric railroad or a traveler upon a 
468 public or private way at a railroad crossing, or to an ac-
469 cidental death connected with the operation of a street rail-
470 way or of a railroad for private use, or a motor vehicle for 
471 the carriage of passengers for hire under chapter one hundred 
472 and fifty-nine A, he shall cause a verbatim report of the 
473 evidence to be made and sworn to by the person making i t ; 
474 and the report and the bill for services, after examination and 
475 written approval by the magistrate, shall be forwarded to 
476 the comptroller and paid by the commonwealth, assessed on 
477 the person owning or operating such railroad or railway, or 
478 motor vehicle, and shall be collected in the same manner as 
479 taxes upon corporations. The magistrate may in his discre-
480 tion refuse fees to witnesses in the employ of the person upon 
481 whose railroad or railway, or the person licensed under said 
482 chapter one hundred and fifty-nine A for the operation of the 
483 motor vehicle in connection with the operation of which, the 
484 accident occurred. 
485 ( 22) Report on Inquest. — The magistrate shall report in 
486 writing when, where and by what means the person met his 
487 death, his name, if known, and all material circumstances 
488 atending his death, and the name, if known, of any person 
489 whose unlawful act or negligence appears to have contributed 
490 thereto. He shall file his report in the superior court for the 
491 county where the inquest is held. 



492 (23) Arrest of Person Charged with Crime; Binding over 
493 of Witnesses. — If a person charged by the report with the 
494 commission of a crime is at large, the magistrate shall forth-
495 with issue process for his arrest, returnable before any court 
49G or magistrate having jurisdiction. If he finds that murder, 
497 manslaughter or an assault has been committed, he may bind 
49S over, for appearance in said court, as in criminal cases, such 
499 witnesses as he considers necessary, or as the district attorney 
500 may designate. 
501 (24) Embalming Fluid; Restriction on Use. — No embalm-
502 ing fluid or any substitute thereof shall be injected into the 
503 body of any person suspected of having died from other than 
504 natural causes until a permit, signed by a medical examiner, 
505 has first been obtained. 
506 (25) Cremations; Exhumations. — No body shall be cre-
507 mated unless a medical examiner has viewed the body and, 
50S if necessary, performed an autopsy to determine cause of 
509 death. 
510 If, in any case of sudden death, violent or suspicious death, 
511 the body is buried without any inquiry by the medical exam-
512 iner as to the cause and manner of death, or without any 
513 autopsy having been performed, it shall be the duty of the 
514 medical examiner, upon being advised of such fact, to notify 
515 the appropriate district attorney for the commonwealth 
516 thereof, who shall communicate the same to the judge of the 
517 appropriate district court, and such judge may order that the 
518 body be exhumed and an autopsy performed thereon by the 
519 chief medical examiner of the commonwealth or his deputy 
520 or assistant. The pertinent facts disclosed by the autopsy 
521 shall be communicated to the judge who ordered it, for such 
522 action as he deems proper. 
523 (26) Records. — Records shall be kept in the office of the 
524 chief medical examiner of the commonwealth, properly in-
525 dexed, stating the name, if known, of every person whose 
526 death was investigated by a medical examiner, the place * 
527 where the body was found, and the date of death. To the 
528 record of each case shall be attached the original report of 
529 the medical examiner and the detailed findings of the autopsy, 
530 if any. 
531 The attorney general, the appropriate district attorney, or 



532 the appropriate police chief may require from the chief 
533 medical examiner such further records, and such daily in-
534 formation, as they may deem necessary. 
535 (27) Copies of Records; Fees. — Whenever the chief 
536 medical examiner of the commonwealth shall furnish to any 
537 private individual a copy or transcript of any record or any 
53S photograph or photostat of such record, such medical ex-
539 aminer shall and is hereby authorized to charge reasonable 
540 fees which he shall determine and publish. 
511 (28) Permission to View Autopsies. — The chief medical 

% 512 examiner of the commonwealth shall grant permission to 
513 view autopsies to the district attorney, doctors, medical 
511 students, and local, county and state police, and detectives. 
515 (29) Delivery of Body for Burial. — After an autopsy or 
516 a view or examination without autopsy, the medical examiner 
517 shall deliver the body, upon application, to the husband or 
518 wife, to the next of kin, or to any friend of the deceased, who 
519 shall have priority in the order named. If the body is un-
550 identified or unclaimed for forty-eight hours after the view 
551 thereof, the office of the medical examiner shall deliver it to 
552 the board of public welfare of the municipality where found, 
553 which municipality shall bury it in accordance with sect ion 
554 seventeen of chapter one hundred and seventeen of the 
555 general laws. 




