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By Mr. Rogers of New Bedford, petition of George Rogers for legislation
to authorize the temporary banning of a public exhibition or show regarded
as obscene. Legal Affairs.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Six.

An Act authorizing the tempoary banning of a public exhibi-
tion OR SHOW REGARDED AS OBSCENE.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

Cfte Commontoealtf) of Massachusetts

1 Chapter 140 of the General Laws is hereby amended by strik-
-2 ing out section 181, as appearing in the Tercentenary Edition,

3 and inserting in place thereof the following section
4 Section 181. The mayor, selectman or other proper official
5 may, except as provided in section one hundred and five of
6 chapter one hundred and forty-nine, grant, upon such terms
7 and conditions as they deem reasonable, a license for theatrical
8 exhibitions, public shows, public amusements and exhibitions
9 of every description, to be held upon week days only, to which

10 admission is obtained upon payment of money or upon the
11 delivery of any valuable thing, or by a ticket or voucher obtained
12 for money or any valuable thing or in which, after free admis-
-13 sion, amusement is furnished upon a deposit of money in a coin
14 controlled apparatus; and the mayor, selectmen or other proper
15 official may revoke or suspend such license at their pleasure,
16 provided, however, that in the event such license is denied,
17 revoked or suspended on the grounds that such theatrical exhi-
-18 bitions, public shows, public amusements or exhibitions are
19 obscene, they may refuse to grant, revoke or suspend such
20 license and prohibit any performance, show or exhibition for
21 a period of forty-eight hours only; and thereafter such license
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22 shall issue or reissue and said prohibition shall be removed,
23 unless the mayor, selectmen or other proper official shall com-
-24 mence a suit in the superior court for the county in which such
25 town or city is located, for the adjudication of the obscenity of
26 such theatrical exhibitions, public showing, public amusements,
27 or exhibitions and shall obtain a restraining order barring said
28 theatrical exhibitions, public showing, public amusements or
29 exhibitions until such time as the court shall finally determine
30 the question of the obscenity of said theatrical exhibitions,
31 public shows, public amusements or exhibitions. The superior
32 court shall give precedence to such cases over all other cases in
33 said court except cases of like nature, and such proceedings shall
34 otherwise be governed and conducted as are other causes in
35 equity in the superior court, except that if a restraining order
36 be issued by said court, the respondent may, upon being served
37 with notice of said restraining order, immediately plea, answer or
38 demur to said petition and immediately assign said matter for
39 hearing on the merits, notwithstanding the return of said cause.
40 The mayor, selectmen or other proper official shall not grant
41 a license for any such theatrical exhibitions, public shows or
42 public amusements or exhibitions of any description whatever
43 to be held upon Sunday, except as provided in chapter one
44 hundred and thirty-six.


