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By Mr. Farrell of Worcester, petition of Thomas F. Farrell for legislation to re-
quire the election by the voters of the mayor of a city operating under Plan E.
Cities.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Six.

An Act requiring the election of a mayor of a city operating

UNDER PLAN E BY THE VOTERS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter 43 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by striking out section 83, as most recently amended
3 by section 8 of chapter 459 of the acts of 1948, and inserting
4 in place thereof the following section:
5 Section 83. The city council shall have and exercise all the
6 legislative powers of the city, except as such powers are reserved
7 by this chapter to the school committee and to the qualified
8 voters of the city.
9 The city council, elected as aforesaid, shall meet at ten o’clock

10 in the forenoon of the first Monday of January following the
11 regular municipal election, and the members of the city council
12 shall severally make oath, before the city clerk or a justice of
13 the peace, to perform faithfully the duties of their respective
14 offices, except that any member-elect not present shall so make
15 oath at the first regular meeting of the city council thereafter
16 which he attends. The city council shall, by a majority vote
17 of all the members elected, elect a vice-chairman from its own
18 members and the person elected as such shall likewise make
19 oath to perform faithfully the duties of the office to which he
20 is so elected, and he may so make oath at the same meeting
21 at which he is so elected. The organization of the city counci
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22 shall take place, notwithstanding the absence, death, refusal to
23 serve or non-election of one or more of the members; provided,
24 that a majority of all the members elected to the city council
25 are present and have qualified. If the office of vice-chairman
26 becomes vacant, the city council shall in like manner elect one
27 of its members to fill such office for the unexpired term; pro-
-28 vided, that no such vacancy shall be filled so long as there is
29 any vacancy in the council.
30 If, upon the expiration of fourteen days after the first Monday
31 in January following the regular municipal election, the city
32 council has failed to elect a vice-chairman, the member of the
33 city council who received the highest number of votes at the
34 preceding municipal election shall become vice-chairman, and
35 he shall be so declared by the city clerk. The person becoming
36 vice-chairman as aforesaid shall make oath to faithfully perforin
37 the duties of the office of vice-chairman and he shall serve
38 until the end of the term for which he was elected as a member
39 of the city council. If the office of the vice-chairman becomes
40 vacant during said term, the member of the council senior in
41 length of service, or, if more than one has so served, then the
42 member senior both in age and length of service shall perform
43 the duties of the vice-chairman until a new vice-chairman has
44 been elected and has qualified.

1 Section 2. Section 100 of said chapter 43, as most recently
2 amended by section 5 of chapter 722 of the acts of 1941, is
3 hereby further amended by inserting after the first sentence
4 the following sentence: The mayor shall, at each regular
5 municipal election, be elected at large for a term of two years
6 and shall receive as salary therefor a sum which shall be twenty-
-7 five hundred dollars in excess of the salary of the councillors.


