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By Mr. Murphy of Boston, petition of Walter J. McCann for an investigation
by a special commission (including members of the General Court) relative to
provisions of law applicable to stubborn and runaway children. Public Welfare.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Six.

Resolve providing for an investigation and study by a
SPECIAL COMMISSION RELATIVE TO THE PROVISIONS OF LAW
APPLICABLE TO STUBBORN AND RUNAWAY CHILDREN.

1 Resolved, That an unpaid special commission, to consist of
2 one member of the senate to be designated by the president
3 thereof, three members of the house of representatives to be
4 designated by the speaker thereof, three persons to be appointed
5 by the governor, the chief probation officer of the superior court,
6 and one clergyman from each of the Protestant, Catholic and
7 Hebrew faiths, to be selected by the seven aforesaid members,
8 is hereby established for the purpose of making an investigation
9 and study relative to the provisions of law applicable to stub-

-10 born and runaway children. Said commission, in the course of
11 its study hereunder, shall consider especially the following con-
-12 ditions and remedies therefor: •
13 (1) Wherever there are conditions such as alcoholism, immo-
-14 rality, mental cruelty, by either or both parents, should a child
15 be adjudged as stubborn, if the child refuses to live at home
16 because of these conditions, and the said child is over sixteen
17 and is living in a home with good moral character and surround-
-18 ings, and if the child has no criminal record, and that he can
19 find gainful work?
20 (2) Whenever a divorced parent, having lived an unscrupulous
21 or adulterous life, remarries and brings a child before the courts
22 as stubborn, should the child be held if it is shown that he can
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23 find a home of unquestioned nature and whose occupants will be
24 responsible for the activities and actions of the child?
25 (3) To what extent shall the conditions and progress of the
26 child be studied by a recognized social service organization of
27 the child’s own religion ?

28 Said commission shall be provided with quarters in the state
29 house or elsewhere, shall hold hearings, and may expend for
30 legal, clerical and other services and expenses such sums as
31 may hereafter be appropriated therefor. Said commission shall
32 report to the general court the results of its investigation and
33 study, and its recommendations, if any, together with drafts
34 of legislation necessary to carry said recommendations into
35 effect, by filing the same with the clerk of the house of repre-
-36 sentatives on or before the last Wednesday of December in the
37 current year.


