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SPECIAL REPORT OF THE METROPOLITAN DISTRICT
COMMISSION RELATIVE TO A CERTAIN CONSTRUC-
TION PROJECT.

January 26, 1966.

fw To the Honorable Senate and House of Representat'CI

Chapter 106 of the Resolves of 1965 provides for an investigation
and study by the metropolitan district commission relative to
authorizing said commission to construct, maintain and operate
a dam across the Neponset river, as follows:

Resolved, That the metropolitan district commission is hereby authorized
and directed to make an investigation and study of the subject matter of
current house document numbered 3663, relative to authorizing the metro-
politan district commission to construct, maintain and operate a dam accross
the Neponset River. Said commission shall report to the general court the
results of its investigation and study and its recommendations, if any, together
with drafts of legislation necessary to carry said recommendations into effect,
by filing the same with the clerk of the house of representatives on or before
the fourth Wednesday of January, nineteen hundred and sixty-six.

Approved August 30, 1966.

House 3663.

A.n Act Authorizing the Metropolitan District Commission
to Construct, Maintain and Operate a Dam Across the

Neponset River.

Boston is enriched by the fact that the Charles River, Mystic
River and Neponset River flow through it and empty into its
harbor. At one time all of these rivers were tidal, but subsequently
the Charles River was contained within a dam forming the Charles
River Basin. At the present time, the Mystic River Dam is under
construction, which will create a basin similar to that in the Charles
River. The construction of the Charles River Basin no doubt has
helped to make Boston and Cambridge beautiful cities, and upon
the completion of the Mystic River Dam this area will be devel-
oped as a great recreational center.
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It appears only logical that the Neponset River area also should
have a dam and basin, as there is much available land on both the
Boston side and the Milton side. Under this Resolve the Metro-
politan District Commission is instructed to undertake a study of
the costs of erecting a dam and constructing a basin in this area.
Unfortunately no money was provided for this study, and even if it
had been, the limited time for reporting would have precluded
any factual analysis. Although we look on this project as one
that is perhaps feasible, we can only estimate that somewhere
between 15 and 20 million dollars would be needed in order to
comply with the proposed legislation.

We sincerely suggest that a long-range study be undertaken and
that an appropriation of not less than $lOO,OOO be authorized in
order to give a factual report.

Respectfully submitted
METROPOLITAN DISTRICT COMMISSION.
Howard Whitmore, Jr.

Commissioner.

John F. Haggerty.

Vincent P. O’Brien.
Max Rosenblatt.
Joseph L. Breen, Jr.,

Associate Commissioners.


