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SPECIAL REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE COM-
MONWEALTH AUTHORIZED TO MAKE AN INVESTI-
GATION AND STUDY RELATIVE TO DESIGNATING
A CERTAIN SITE IN THE TOWN OF MILTON AS AN
HISTORICAL SITE.

In pursuance of the terms of Chapter 85 of the Resolves of 1965’
I hereby submit a report on designating the intersection of the
Southeast Expressway and Squantum street as an historic site
commemorating the first railroad in the United States.

Whether or not this is a site of the first railroad m the United
States depends on the definition of a railroad. The Granite Rail-
road, winch hauled stone for Bunker Hill Monument from quarries
in Quincy to waterside in Milton was not the first example of rails
being used for hauling in the United States. Five such uses of rails
are listed m J. A. Ringwalt’s Development of Transportation Systems
in the United States, beginning with an 1807 tramway on Beacon
Hill in Boston, and in Alvin Harlow’s Steelways of New England, it
is asserted that perhaps in 1797 and certainly before 1800 a different
tramway on Beacon Hill was used to move earth downhill from
behind the State House to fill the marshes in the present West End.
Even this may not be the first American railway to fit the definition
of using rails for hauling, for since the reign of Charles II in England
miners have laid rails in tunnels to make it easier to bring coal or
ore out to the surface. It is highly possible that some American
mine used rails even before 1797.

Nor was the Granite Railroad the first American example of using
a moving steam engine to draw a train of cars. That seems to have
been on the Delaware and Hudson, on August 8, 1829. The Granite
Railroad used horses and later gravity for traction. Therefore, it
does not fit the modern conception of a railway with cars drawn by
steam, electric or diesel engines.

It is for these reasons that the usual statements made about the
Granite Railroad are that it was the first commercial railroad in the
United States. This is true, and the Boston Advertiser of Monday,
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October 9, 1826, was right in saying “This railroad, the first we
believe in this country, was opened on Saturday. .

.”. The Granite
Railroad was undoubtedly the first railway owned by a corporation
for commercial purposes. Even more importantly, it was here, just
as much as in George Stephenson’s Liverpool Manchester line in
England, that the basic problems of railway building were solved.
Here Grid ley Bryant invented the eight or more wheeled railroad
car and the movable truck for its wheels, the switch, the turntable
and the portable derrick, all of them devices without winch no rail-
road can run. The Granite Railroad also set for America the stand-
ard gauge, or width, between wheels, such as is used in England "

i America to tins day. Thus, if the definition of the first com-
mercial railway is used, along with that of the foundation of mod-
ern railway techniques, the trip of October 7, 1826, from the Bunker
Hill quarry in Quincy to the wharf by the Neponset in Milton was
the first in America. Of the historic importance of the Granite
Railway there can be no doubt. That trip was a landmark in
American history, indeed perhaps in world history, and deserves
commemoration.

Whether the intersection of the Southeast Expressway and
[uantum street is the right place for such commemoration is

natter. It is only one part of the entire “first commercial
railway”. The original railway ran from Bunker Hill quarry in an
iasy curve, suitable for horse-drawn traction, across the present

Bunker Hill lane, down to the present site of the Expressway, and
then along almost the exact site of the Expressway to waterside on
the Neponset. Later, when Pine Hill quarry was used instead of
Bunker Hill quarry, a gravity line ran down and came out beside
the Southeast Expressway, where two commemorative pillars still
stand. Thus the start of the line and the reason for its existence
was in Quincy, the somewhat larger half of the line was in Milton.
It would seem that all existing remaining parts of this highly sig-
nificant railroad would deserve preservation and commemoration,
so far as is possible.

At present very little of the railway is left in existence, for two
reasons. First of all, when Solomon Willard, Thomas Handasyd
Perkins and Gridley Bryant laid out the tracks, they chose the most
level ground they could find. Naturally enough, this level ground
also proved the best possible site for the Expressway. Thus, except
for the remains of the wharf, almost all the original track from the
“Incline” on is covered by the Expressway. Secondly, as Quincy
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has expanded, houses or roads have tended to be built where the
two tracks came down hill from the quarries. What is left, there-
fore, beside the site mentioned m House, No. 1609 are these three:

1. A real amount of the original track, including the unusual
granite ties Gndley Bryant invented, in the neighborhood of Bunker
Hill lane, Quincy. This is now privately owned.

2. The foot of the “Incline” where the second, gravity, or Pine
Hill quarry line came down. Here there is not only some of the
original roadbed, but a modernization which, before being damaged

vandalism
commemorati

World War 11. Plere are the two
aques were removed by vandalism.
This is in the Neponset Wetlands,

in use until
liars, wnose

Ihe wharf site in Milton
west of the Expresswi

As for the site, at t’ pressway to oquantum
ary. At the Chicago World’s Fair
he first commercial railway was on

street, it has an interesting his
of 1892, part of the roadbed of
exhibit. When the fair ended,
Historical Society, and put up :
ciable distance from the origins

the exhibit was given to the Milton
at that corner, near but at an appre-
il track.
rains of the Granite Railroad, there
such as granite ties and the Quincy

Besides these four major re:
are a number of minor relics,
Historical Society collection of ties, rails and minor equipment
There is also a great deal of documentation, scattered from the
Smithsonian in Washington, through collections at the Quincy and
Milton Historical Societies to the Department of Public Works col-
lection. The existence of this material is now recorded m the in-
ventory of historic assets of the Commonwealth, which it is my duty
to compile and keep up to date.

In the light of the facts given above, I shall now turn to the sec-
ond part of the duties laid on me by Chapter 85, that of making
recommendations, not only as to commemoration, but as to pres-
ervation.

Massachusetts already has a method of commemoration, certifi-
cation by the Massachusetts Historical Commission, of which I am

Chairman. The Commission’s procedure is well described in a re-
port now in the General Court’s hands from the Legislative Research
Council, Report Relative to an Historic Preservation Program for
Cities and Towns.

My first recommendation, therefore, is that the procedures of the
Massachusetts Historical Commission be put into effect. In fact,
this is now taking place, since the research done for this report by
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the staff of the Commission has led the Commission to act. Such
certification, if approved by the Commission, would put the first
commercial railroad in America on the list of certified Massachusetts
Historic Landmarks which by law I must publish annually, and
would do much to publicize this truly significant site. I should hope
it would prove possible to certify all the four sites mentioned in this
report. This, of course, under the terms of the Historical Commis-
sion Act, will depend on both the vote of the Commission as to his-
toric importance and the consent of the owners of the sites.

A second recommendation arises out of the first. The members of
the Massachusetts Historical Commission have formally expressed
a hope that a suitable plaque could be placed on each certified land-
mark. This would require an appropriation of funds. Therefore,
my second recommendation is for such an appropriation.

It should not be enough to protect the four sites by certification.
There are two other methods of preservation which fit the special
circumstances of the Granite Railroad. First of all, the wharf to
the west of the Expressway is in the Neponset Wetlands. Here is
an area where it is to be hoped that the operations of the Wetlands
Act can be put into effect as rapidly as possible for the joint purpose
of conservation and historic preservation. It should be added that
to the east of the Expressway there is also a wharf site of some his-
toric importance, also in a coastal wetland. This should have high
priority in attention from the Department of Natural Resources.
I am informed by the Department of Natural Resources that these
two wetlands are truly significant and in themselves deserve high
priority over and above their historic value. I further recommend
that the Department of Natural Resources give such priority to
these two areas as it finds possible.

Again, the site of the “Incline” at the Expressway, so the De-
partment of Public Works informs me, could be an ideal spot for a
turnout from the Expressway. This area has on it grout piles that
are ugly and on which accidents have occurred. The Southeast
Expressway would be more beautiful and safer if there were a turn-
out at this point. I therefore further recommend that the Depart-]
ment of Public Works be asked to look into the feasibility of a
turnout here and of means of protecting it by fencing or otherwise.
Here may I stress the importance of seeing to it that sites have
reasonable and inexpensive protection from vandalism. The dam-
age done to the “Incline” and also to the site at the Expressway
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and Squantum street are examples of the importance of such pro-
tection.

Finally, there comes the question of acquiring privately held sites
for historic purposes, or of acquiring interests in such sites. Under
the Fifty-first Article of Amendment, the Commonwealth has the
power to take by eminent domain for historical purposes, not only
fee but a lesser interest. In the past few years the State of Wis-
consin has done much for protection of sites by taking a “lesser
interest” that prevents abuse of historic or scenic values but does

remove property from private use or the tax rolls. May I
therefore conclude with the long-term recommendation that the
General Court consider passing legislation to implement the pur-
poses of the Fifty-first Article of Amendment.

Respectfully submitted,

KEVIN H. WHITE,
Secretary of the Commonwealth.

January 24, 1966.
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