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Executive Department,

State House, Boston, March 15, 1966.

To the Honorable Senate avd House of Representatives:

Dental School Study Commission

During my first administration legislation was passed establish-
ing a state medical school as a graduate facility of the University of
Massachusetts. During the past year a site was selected for this
vital addition to our educational and health resources by the Uni-
versity of Massachusetts trustees, and current planning calls for the
admission of the first medical school class in the fall of 1970.

Due to the fact that construction plans for the medical school
are now in the initial stages of preparation, now is the opportune
time to study the necessity and feasibility of a state dental school.
In the event a well-documented objective analysis of the Common-
wealth’s dental needs establishes the need for a state dental school,
its integration with the state medical school while still in the plan-
ning stage would likely result in substantial savings. Needless
duplication of facilities would be avoided and construction costs per
square foot ofadditional area for the dental school would be less than
if the dental school were erected as a separate facility.

According to figures supplied by the Massachusetts Board of
Registration of Dentists there were 3941 dentists registered in
Massachusetts in 1965. The population of the Commonwealth, as
given by the 1965 Statistical Abstract of the United States, was
approximately 5.34 million people in 1964. Assuming a modest in-
crease in population in 1965, the Commonwealth thus has approxi-
mately one dentist for every 1350 inhabitants. Whether this ratio
adequately meets the dental requirements of the Commonwealth
must be determined.

It should further be noted that there are some 50 dental schools
in the United States, 27 of which are state-operated. Some of the
23 private schools also receive varying measures of state support.
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Many of these state and private schools, either by custom or at
legislative direction, grant preferential treatment to the applica-
tions of students living within the state in which that particular
school is located. This fact, plus the cost of obtaining a dental
education, must tend to discourage many of our young men and
women interested in careers in dentistry from pursuing that course.

There are two dental schools in Massachusetts Tufts which
accepts 104 entering students and Harvard which accepts 14. Of
these 118 places, 50 are generally made available to Massachusetts
applicants. The tuition at Harvard Dental School is $1950 per
year. At Tufts it is $l7OO per year plus another $125 annually for
associated lab fees, etc. Both of these figures are exclusive of instru-
ment costs and living expenses.

A second question must thus be answered in view of the ex-
pense of obtaining a dental education in Massachusetts and the
limited availability of extra-state dental education, is the Com-
monwealth discharging its educational responsibility in this area to
its young citizen

would best be answered by a specif
ong its members legislators, specia

These and related qi
commission, which includes among its members legislators, special-
ists in the health needs of the Commonwealth, and dental educators.

I am, accordingly, submitting a Resolve which would establish
such a commission. The commission would be required to submit
i preliminary report in July making recommendations pe
the advisability of integrating a dental school into the state
school presently in the design stage, with the commi
port and recommendations due in December of this year.

Respectfully submitted,

JOHN A. VOLPI
Governor of the Commonwealth
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Six.

Resolve providing for an investigation and study by a special

COMMISSION RELATIVE TO THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A DENTAL
SCHOOL IN THE COMMONWEALTH.

1 Resolved, That a special commission, to consist of two mem-
-2 bers of the senate, three members of the house of representatives
3 and five persons to be appointed by the governor, one of whom
4 shall be prominent in the field of public health and another of
5 whom shall be prominent in the field of dental education, is
6 hereby established for the purpose of making an investigation
7 and study relative to the necessity and feasibility of establishing
8 a dental school in the commonwealth. Said commission, if it
9 finds such a dental school to be necessary and feasible, shall

10 specifically consider the advisability of its integration with the
11 University of Massachusetts Medical School. Said commission
12 shall make a preliminary report together with such recommenda-
-13 tions as it deems relevant on or before the last day of July,
14 nineteen hundred and sixty-six, and it shall make its final report
15 on or before the third Wednesday in December, nineteen hun-
-16 dred and sixty-six, provided, however, that said commission may
17 file interim reports.
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