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Executive Department,
State House, Boston, April 20, 1966.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:

Last spring I submitted legislation (S. 998 of 1965) to your Hon-
orable Bodies, by message dated May 3, 1965, calling for temporary
suspension of the law which bars cities and towns from drawing
water from emergency sources of supply for more than six months
in any year. Legislation based on this message was enacted as
Chapter 582 of the Acts of 1965.

The drought which necessitated last year’s emergency legislation
has not been substantially alleviated in many areas of the Com-
monwealth, notwitstanding heavier than average precipitation dur-
ing the months of January and February of this year. The Com-
missioner of Public Health, the Chairman of the Water Resources
Commission and the Chairman of the Governor’s Water Emergency
Advisory Committee have informed me that many cities and towns
will continue to have critical water shortages during the summer
and autumn months this year, unless rainfall greatly exceeds reason-
able expectations. Many of these cities and towns, therefore, will
again this year be forced to draw water from emergency sources for
periods exceeding six months.

In order to meet this need, it is necessary to enact similar legis-
lation during this Annual Session, in order to extend during 1966
the temporary suspension of Section forty of Chapter forty of the
General Laws.

Legislation to accomplish this purpose is attached hereto, and I
recommend that you grant it your prompt approval.

Respectfully submitted

JOHN A. YOLPI

C&e Commontuealtf) of £©aooad)Uoctto

Governor oj the Commonwealth
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Six.

An Act authorizing the commonwealth, the political sub-
divisions THEREOF, AND WATER COMPANIES TO ACQUIRE OR SELL
EMERGENCY SOURCES OF WATER SUPPLY THROUGHOUT THE YEAR
NINETEEN HUNDRED AND SIXTY-SIX.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to
2 defeat its purpose, which is to authorize forthwith the acquisi-
-3 tion or sale of emergency sources of water supply by the com-
-4 monwealth, the political subdivisions thereof, and water com-
-5 panies throughout the year nineteen hundred and sixty-six,
6 therefore it is hereby declared to be an emergency law, neces-
-7 sary for the immediate preservation of the public; health and
8 convenience.

1 Notwithstanding the limitation of six months for the emer-
-2 gency purchase, taking or selling of water contained in section
3 forty of chapter forty of the General Laws, water may be pur-
-4 chased, taken or sold in accordance with the provisions of said
5 section from January first, nineteen hundred and sixty-six to
6 December thirty-first, nineteen hundred and sixty-six.

C&e CommontocaltJ) of Massachusetts

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:


