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SPECIAL REPORT OF THE METROPOLITAN DISTRICT
COMMISSION RELATIVE TO CERTAIN CONSTRUC-
TION PROJECTS.

January 26, 1966.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives.

Chapter 82 of the Resolves of 1965 provides for an investigation
and study by the Metropolitan District Commission relative to
the construction of certain recreational facilities and relative to the
establishment and maintenance of a cemetery for the burial of
deceased veterans, as follows:

Cfte Commontoealtf) of Massachusetts

Resolved, That the metropolitan district commission is hereby authorized and
directed to make an investigation and study of the subject matter of current senate
documents numbered 398, directing the metropolitan district commission to con-
struct a swimming pool on the Veterans of Foreign Wars parkway in the West
Roxbury district of the city of Boston; 399, providing for the construction of a
youth center building in the city of Revere by the metropolitan district commis-
sion; 400, providing for the construction and maintenance by the metropolitan
district commission of an outdoor swimming pool in the city of Chelsea; 408, rela-
tive to authorizing and directing the metropolitan district commission to construct
a swimming pool on metropolitan district commission property located near the
Shea skating rink in the city of Quincy; 411, requiring the metropolitan district
commission to construct an ice skating rink in the city of Medford; 414, relative
to the maintenance and improvement of the metropolitan district commission skat-
ing rink at Vincent Cutillo park in the city of Boston; 415, authorizing and direct-
ing the metropolitan district commission to acquire land in the North End district,
so called, of the city of Boston and to construct and maintain thereon a swimming
pool; 418, directing the metropolitan district commission to construct an artificial
ice skating rink in the East Boston district of the city of Boston; 419, directing the
metropolitan district commission to construct a swimming pool in the East Boston
district of the city of Boston; 420, directing the metropolitan district commission
to construct a swimming pool in the East Boston district of the city of Boston;
421, authorizing the metropolitan district commission to construct an outdoor
artificial ice skating rink in the metropolitan district reservation at Nantasket beach
in the town of Hull; and of current house documents numbered 240, authorizing
and directing the metropolitan district commission to construct and maintain a
swimming pool in the St. Moritz area, so called, of the Blue Hills reservation; 241,
authorizing and directing the metropolitan district commission to construct and
operate an extension to the Mayor William T. Shea memorial skating rink in
Quincy for use exclusively by children up to and including twelve years of age and
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■d outdoor skating rink in ward five384, providing for the construction of a (
or ward six in.the city of Lynn; 385, pr
outdoor skating rink in the city of Lynn;

viding for the construction of a covered
566, authorizing the metropolitan district
serve the northeast section of the metro-
-1 directing the metropolitan district com-

commission to construct a golf course to
politan park district; 571, authorizing ar

parents or adult chaperones, when accompanying such children; 242, directing the
metropolitan district commission to enclose the skating rink in the City Point sec-
tion of South Boston and to install three rows of seats therein; 245, authorizing the
metropolitan district commission to construct and maintain a recreation center in
the city of Medford; 380, authorizing and directing the metropolitan district com-
mission to construct an ice-skating rink on certain land in the town of Weymouth;

mission to construct and maintain an ice skating rink in the city of Cambridge; 573, £
w.l o Lev flwn innin+nnonon or»rl imnrmrdmpnf, ni fhc» mpfrnnnnfxin rliG+'.rm'f fnmmio.relative to the maintenance and improvement of the metropolitan district commis
sion skating rink at Vincent Cutillo park in the city of Boston; 674, authorizing and
directing the metropolitan district commission to acquire land in the North End
district, so called, of the city of Boston and to construct and maintain thereon a
swimming pool; 578, providing that the metropolitan district comrr
rected to construct and maintain an ice skating rink in the city of Cambridge; 784,
authorizing the metropolitan district commission to construct an ice skating rink
in ward one in the East Boston section of the city of Boston; 785, authorizing the
metropolitan district commission to construct a swimming pool on Glacken field
playground in the city of Cambridge; 787, authorizing the metropolitan district
commission to acquire land in the city of Waltham and to construct and maintain

a swimming pool thereon; 790, providing for the construction and maintenance
the metropolitan district commission of a covered ice skating rink in the town
Canton; 792, authorizing and directing the metropolitan district commission to

•quire a certain lake in the city of Quincy for recreational pur 1598, au-
listrict commission to construct a stthorizing and directing the metropolitan

in the Breakheart reservation in Saugus
ropolitan district commission to constru
1600, providing for the construction am
commission of recreational facilities wi

; 1599, authorizing and directing the met-
t a recreation center in the city of Chelsea;
maintenance by the metropolitan district
hin the Washington park urban renewal

area of the Roxbury district of the city of Boston, and appropriating a sum of money
for such purpose; 1771, providing for the construction and maintenance by the
metropolitan district commission of recreational facilities on land owned by said
commission in the West Roxbury-Roslindale district of the city of Boston; 1772,
directing the metropolitan district commission to modernize and improve the Lynn-
Nahant bathhouse; 1988, authorizing the metropolitan district commission to con-
struct and maintain a skating rink in Dilboy field in Somerville; 2536, providing for
the construction and maintenance by the metropolitan district commission of a

covered artificial ice skating rink on land now occupied by the tent theatre at
Soldiers Field road in the Allston section of Boston; 2538, authorizing and direct-
ing the metropolitan district commission to construct and maintain a music shell
in the town of Hull; 2539, providing for the construction, equipping, and mainte-
nance by the metropolitan district commission, of an outdoor basketball court in
the town of Hull; 2695, authorizing and directing the metropolitan district com-
mission to construct a swimming pool in the city of Medford; 2699, authorizing
and directing the metropolitan district commission to acquire certain public park
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land in the city of Boston and the town of Brookline and to develop recreational
acilities thereon; 2863, authorizing and directing the metropolitan district com-

mission to construct a skating rink in the Dorchester section of the city of Boston
3040, authorizing and directing the metropolitan district commission to construct
a swimming pool in the city of Chelsea: and 3044, providing that the metropolitan
district commission shall establish and maintain a cemetery for the burial of de-
ceased veterans of the commonwealth.

aid commission shall report to the general court the results of its investigation

and study, and its recommendations, if any, together with drafts of legislation
necessary to carry such recommendations into effect, by filing the same with the
clerk of the house of representatives on or before the last Wednesday of January,
nineteen hundred and sixty-six. Approved J

NATE 398.

Directing the Metropolitan District Commission to Con-
struct a Swimming Pool on the Veterans of Foreign
Wars Parkway in the West Roxbury District of the
City of Boston.

The Commission presently has under its jurisdiction the Havey
Bathing Beach located on the Charles River which is adjacent to
our skating rink. It is hoped that in the not too distant future the
pollution now present in the river in this area will be cleared up,
and, if this is achieved, it is our opinion that any additional bathing
facility would be unnecessary. It is also the intention of the Com-
mission to pay particular attention to this area and, if the pollution
cannot be eliminated, a swimming pool would then be considered,
but we feel that this would not be a worthwhile investment because
of the condition stated above at this time.

Senate 399.

Providing for a Youth Center Building in the City of Revere
by the Metropolitan District Commission.

This bill would require the Metropolitan District Commission to
acquire land in the city of Revere and to construct thereon a building
to be used as a youth center, said building to contain a gymnasium,
a library and reading room, arts and crafts rooms, which, upon its
completion, would be turned over to the city of Revere for its
maintenance and operation. The Commission feels that a project
of this nature is not metropolitan in scope but is one which should
be undertaken by the city of Revere itself, as it would be used
principally by the citizens of Revere.
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Senate 400.

Providing for the Construction and Maintenance by the
Metropolitan District Commission op an Outdoor Swim-
ming Pool in the City op Chelsea.

There is currently a Metropolitan District Commission swim-
ming pool in the city of Everett and, as we all know, Revere Beach,
which is nearby, is one of the greatest bathing resorts in the country.
The city of Chelsea lies between Everett and Revere, and it is not
any great distance to either of these swimming locations. The Com-
mission is surveying the Chelsea area more particularly to de-
termine whether or not it is justified in constructing a swimming
pool. It is incumbent upon the Metropolitan District Commission
to construct recreational facilities in such a manner as to serve the
entire Parks District, which pays for all park facilities, and not for
any benefit solely to one community. Because of this responsibility,
the Commission must make a very careful analysis of any possible
new facility.

Senate 408.

Authorizing and Directing the Metropolitan District Com-
mission to Construct a Swimming Pool on Metropolitan
District Commission Property Located near the Shea
Skating Rink in the City of Quincy.

The Metropolitan District Commission is reluctant to build any
more swimming pools at this time until an adequate survey has been
made of our existing facilities in order that we may determine the
attendance and usage of those now in existence. In addition, a
further survey will be undertaken in order that a more equitable
location, if additional pools are to be built, can be determined so
that they will be erected to serve the needs of the Metropolitan
Parks District.

Senate 411
Requiring the Metropolitan District Commission to Con

struct an Ice Skating Rink in the City of Medford.
The Commission presently has a rink in Medford, and it appears

unnecessary that another rink be built in this area. It is the desire
of the Commission to make a survey of the present rink and, if it is
in good physical condition, to cover it. The Commission feels that
the covering of the rink would provide additional days for skating,
which, in turn, would meet the requirements of this area.
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Senate 414.

Relative to the Maintenance and Improvement of the
Metropolitan District Commission Skating Rink at
Vincent Cutillo Park in the City of Boston.

The existing rink should never have been constructed in its
present location, since the amount of land available when it was
constructed was not sufficient to erect a Metropolitan District
Commission skating rink with proper facilities. The Vincent Cutillo
rink was never intended to be used as a hockey rink, but merely as
a skating rink. There has been a continuing problem of vandalism
at this rink, which, although the rink is constantly under surveil-
lance, has not been eliminated.

In order to provide adequate toilet facilities, it would be necessary
to make takings of existing properties which are mainly residential
and which we believe would cause tremendous opposition by the
residents of that area. It is estimated that the total cost, including
land takings, of these facilities would run to approximately $200,000.
The expenditure of this amount of money appears unwise at this
time.

Senate 415.
Authorizing and Directing the Metropolitan District Com-

mission to Acquire Land in the North End District, so
CALLED, OF THE CITY OP BOSTON AND TO CONSTRUCT AND
Maintain Thereon a Swimming Pool.

The Commission has no land under its jurisdiction in the area
called for. In view of the problem of the Cutillo rink, which is in
the area plagued by vandalism, policing would be extremely diffi-
cult. It is essential for the maintenance of the facility that con-
tinuous police protection be available. In addition, we assume that
any desirable areas would be extremely expensive as far as land
takings are concerned.

The Commission does not feel that this bill should be enacted.

Senate 418.

Directing the Metropolitan District Commission to Con-
struct an Artificial Ice Skating Rink in the East Boston
District op the City of Boston.

The rink located in Revere was constructed with the idea that
it would be used by the citizens of East Boston. The Revere rink
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has been used beyond the expectations of the Commission, and there
certainly is merit in the proposal for the erection of a rink in East
Boston. There would be no objection, provided studies warranted
and there is suitable land available, as well as funds for the erection
of a new rink.

Senate 419.

Directing the Metropolitan District Commission to Con-
struct a Swimming Pool in the East Boston District of

the City of Boston.

For many years there was a bathing beach at Wood Island Park,
which presently has been abandoned because of the transfer to the
Massachusetts Port Authority. In addition, the only swimming
pool located in this area is in the Orient Heights district, which is
quite a distance from other sections of East Boston. The Commis-
sion is presently studying this proposed facility in order to ascertain
whether land can be found which is available and contiguous to
land under the supervision of the Metropolitan police. There is no
need of legislation.

Senate 420

Directing the Metropolitan District Commission to Con-
struct a Swimming Pool in the East Boston District of

the City of Boston.

See comments on Senate 419.

Sen

Authorizing the Metropolitan District Commission to Con-
struct an Outdoor Artificial Ice Skating Rink in the

Metropolitan District Reservation at Nantasket Beach
in the Town of Hull.

It is the present policy of the Metropolitan District Commission
to erect swimming pools or skating rinks only in areas that would be
metropolitan in scope. This petition calls for the erection of a
skating rink at Nantasket Beach, which does not confoim to the
present policy, therefore the construction of a rink as proposed in
this petition cannot now be justified.
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House 240.

Authorizing and Directing the Metropolitan District Com-
mission to Construct and Maintain a Swimming Pool in

the St. Moritz Area, so called, of the Blue Hills Reser-
vation.

This petition is similar to Senate 409, which has been commented
on above.

House 241.

Authorizing and Directing the Metropolitan District Com-
mission to Construct and Operate an Extension to the
Mayor William T. Shea Memorial Skating Rink in Quincy
for use Exclusively by Children up to and including

Twelve Years of Age and Parents or Adult Chaperones,
When Accompanying Such Children.

The Commission has many rinks of this type which were erected
at a time when this type of facility was new to the Commission.
Experience has proved that a single rink is preferable to a double
rink, and it is felt that only such facilities should be built by the
Metropolitan District Commission.

House 242.

Directing the Metropolitan District Commission to Enclose
the Skating Rink in the City Point Section of South
Boston and to Install Three Rows of Seats Therein.

The Commission policy once again has been against enclosed
rinks. Only one, the Revere rink, is completely enclosed, and this
has not been completely satisfactory. The Commission is presently
making a study of the Aquarium rink with a view to ascertaining
whether it would not be advisable to enclose this to within twelve
feet of the ground level. To install seats would necessitate major
alterations and possibly cause the rebuilding of the entire enclosure,
which the Commission feels would be an unwarranted expense and
would cut down on the skating area which now appears to be
adequate.
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House 245
Authorizing the Metropolitan District Commission to Con-

struct and Maintain a Recreation Center in the City
of Medford.

The Commission feels that there should be no further enlargement
of its present athletic plant unless a proper determination can be
made of the use of the present facilities and a need shown for addi-
tional facilities.

House 380
Authorizing and Directing the Metropolitan District Com-

mission to Construct an Ice-Skating Rink on Certain
Land in the Town of Weymouth.

The Commission is against any petition which mandates it to
construct a facility on land not owned by it. It feels that such a
mandate can often cause the erection of a facility in an area which
is not conducive to the erection of such a facility. Therefore, the
Commission is opposed to the enactment of this bill.

House 384.

Providing for the Construction of a Covered Outdoor Skat-
ing Rink in Ward Five or Ward Six in the City of Lynn.

At the present time the Commission has a rink in Revere, which is
close to the area described. In addition, there is a private skating
club in Lynn. The Commission feels that the erection of a rink in
this area at this time has low priority.

House 385.
Providing for the Construction of a Covered Outdoor Skat-

ing Rink in the City of Lynn.

See comments on House 384. In addition, the Commission has a
rink in Saugus, which is adjacent to the city of Lynn.

House 566.

Authorizing the Metropolitan District Commission to Con-
struct a Golf Course to Serve the Northeast Section
of the Metropolitan Park District.

The Commission presently has two 18-hole golf courses at Ponka-
poag in the Blue Hills and an 18-hole golf course at the Leo J. Martin
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facility in Weston. These courses are on the southerly and westerly
sides of Boston and are extremely well patronized. There appears
to be some reason for the erection of a golf course on the
northeasterly side. The Commission feels that this warrants further
investigation, with a view to ascertaining what land would be avail-
able and what the cost would be. The bill itself does not pinpoint
any area.

House 571.

Authorizing and Directing the Metropolitan District Com-
mission to Construct and Maintain an Ice Skating Rink
in the City of Cambridge.

The Metropolitan District Commission at the present time is
undertaking a study of land in this area, as it feels that Cambridge
is an area in which a rink could be erected to conform to the needs
of the people of the Metropolitan Parks District. There is no need
of legislation.

House 573.

Relative to the Maintenance and Improvement op the Met-
ropolitan District Commission Skating Rink at Vincent
Cutillo Park in the City of Boston.

See comments on Senate 414 above.

House 574.
Authorizing and Directing the Metropolitan District Com-

mission to Acquire Land in the North End District, so
CALLED, OF THE CITY OF BOSTON AND TO CONSTRUCT AND
Maintain Thereon a Swimming Pool.

See comments on Senate 415 above.

House 578.

Providing that the Metropolitan District Commission be

Directed to Construct and Maintain an Ice Skating
Rink in the City of Cambridge.

See comments on House 571 above.
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I loxjiSE 784
Authorizing the Metropolitan District Commission to Con-

struct an Ice Skating Rink in Ward One in the East
Boston Section of the City of Boston.

The Metropolitan District Commission has no land holdings in
Ward One in the East Boston section of the city of Boston. If a
skating rink is to be erected, it should be in an area contiguous to
or on areas which are under the jurisdiction of the Metropolitan
District police in order to prevent vandalism. For this reason the
Metropolitan District Commission opposes this petition.

House 785

Authorizing the Metropolitan District Commission to Con-
struct a Swimming Pool on Glacken Field Playground
in the City of Cambridge.

Since we already have two swimming pools, at Magazine Beach
and Rindge Avenue, we feel that this is a sufficient number for the
Metropolitan District Commission to operate in this area. If an
additional one is desired on city-owned property, it should be
erected by the city of Cambridge.

House 787.

Authorizing the Metropolitan District Commission to Ac-
quire Land in the City of Waltham and to Construct
and Maintain a Swimming Pool Thereon.

At the present time the Commission is operating a swimming
pool and a skating rink in the city of Waltham. The Commission
feels that this is sufficient for the Metropolitan District Commission
to operate in this area and that if an additional pool is desired, it
should be the responsibility of the city of Waltham.

House 790,

Providing for the Construction and Maintenance by the
Metropolitan District Commission of a Covered Ice
Skating Rink in the Town of Canton.

There are many recreational areas located either in Canton or
very close to Canton, namely, the William Rogers ski area, Ponka-
poag Golf Course, Ponkapoag Pond, and the Trailside museum. In



NoHOUSE 3462.1966.1 13

�

3

addition, the Commission is presently operating three skating rinks
in the vicinity of Canton, namely, the Ulin rink in Milton, the Shea
rink in Quincy, and the Bajko rink in Hyde Park. In addition,
there are times when there is natural skating in other areas in or
near Canton.

Hous '92.

Authorizing and Directing the Metropolitan District Com-
mission to Acquire a Certain Lake in the City of Quincy
for Recreational Purposes.

Manomet Lake in the city of Quincy is not adjacent to any
Metropolitan Parks facility and would be extremely difficult to
police. The Commission feels that, if this area is to be developed,
the development should be done by the city of Quincy.

House 1598.

Authorizing and Directing the Metropolitan District Com-
mission to Construct a Ski Area in the Breakheart
Reservation in Saugus.

The Commission presently has a ski area in the Blue Hills
Reservation, which is in the southerly section of its district, and
which is extremely well patronized. It appears that a similar
facility in the northern section has some merit, but the Commission
would rather undertake a survey to see what lands are now avail-
able in the Breakheart Reservation, since a large section of this
Reservation was taken during the 1965 session of the Legislature
for a regional high school.

Therefore, the enactment of this petition at this time would be
unv

House 1599,

Authorizing and Directing the Metropolitan District Com-
mission to Construct a Recreation Center in the City
of Chelsea.

The petition is ambiguous as to what the recreational center
hould contain. It is the policy of the Commission not to erect

centers of this nature which normally include gymnasiums and
other facilities, as it feels that these should properly be erected by
the city involved since they would be local in use.
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House 1600.

Providing for the Construction and Maintenance by the
Metropolitan District Commission of Recreational Fa-
cilities within the Washington Park Urban Renewal
Area of the Roxbury District of the City of Boston, and
Appropriating a Sum of Money for Such Purpose.

This petition calls for the erection of a swimming pool and a
skating rink in the above-mentioned location. The Commission
is opposed to this petition, since within one mile of this area onik
Franklin Field the Commission has erected a swimming pool and
skating rink. It also feels that, if an additional facility is necessary,
it should be the problem of the city of Boston, as it would be im-
possible for this Commission to provide adequate police protection.

House 1771.
Providing for the Construction and Maintenance by the

Metropolitan District Commission of Recreational Fa-
cilities on Land Owned by Said Commission in the West
Roxbury-Roslindale District of the City of Boston.

The Commission recently completed the Walter D. Bryan skating
rink in the West Roxbury district of Boston and also one in the
Jamaicaway in the Jamaica Plain area of the city of Boston. It
feels that it would be unwise to erect another skating rink in this
vicinity at this time. In addition, it is hoped that the pollution of
the Charles River will, m the near future, be eliminated and, if this
is so, then the Commission would take into consideration the erec-
tion of a swimming pool in this area.

House 1772.
Directing the Metropolitan District Commission to Mod- J,

ERNIZE AND IMPROVE THE LyNN-NaHANT BATHHOUSE.
This bathhouse is old and should be abolished and a new, modern

bathhouse erected. A new bathhouse would cost approximately a
quarter-of-a-million dollars. There is no need of legislation, as the
Commission is now considering the erection of a new bathhouse.
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House 1988.

Authorizing the Metropolitan District Commission to Con-
struct and Maintain a Skating Rink in Dilboy Field in
Somerville.

The Commission feels that the erection of a skatmg rink in this
location would destroy the present use of the existing athletic facility
and is firmly opposed to it.

House 2536.
for the Construction and Maintenance by the

Metropolitan District Commission of a Covered Arti-
ficial Ice Skating Rink on Land Now Occupied by the

Tent Theatre at Soldiers Field Road in the Allston
Section of Boston.

The Commission feels that this petition is now unnecessary, as
it is presently constructing a skating rink off Nonantum Road at
the Brighton-Newton line, which will take care of the needs of this
area.

House 2538.

Authorizing and Directing the Metropolitan District Com-
mission to Construct and Maintain a Music Shell in the

Town of Hull.
The Commission has a bandstand in the town of Hull, and all

summer long conducts band concerts there at its expense and feels
that the construction of a shell, as called for, would be an unneces-
sary and unwarranted expense.

House 2539.

Providing for the Construction, Equipping, and Maintenance
4 by the Metropolitan District Commission, of an Outdoor

Basketball Court in the Town of Hull.

The Commission feels that this type of legislation is unnecessary
and will have its recreation department make a survey. If the
project is feasible and if funds are available, the Commission could
undertake it.
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House 2695.
Authorizing and Directing the Metropolitan District Com-

mission to Construct a Swimming Pool in the City of
Medford.

The Commission feels that this would be an unwise venture, as
presently it is constructing the Mystic River Dam and Basin which,
when completed, could lead to an increase in bathing facilities. It
is recommended that nothing be done relative to erecting a swim-
ming pool until the work on the dam and basin has been completed J|
and more knowledge of the newly created area is ascertained.

House 2699,

Authorizing and Directing the Metropolitan District Com-
mission to Acquire Certain Public Park Land in the
City of Boston and Town of Brookline and to Develop
Recreational Facilities Thereon.

The Metropolitan District Commission has erected a skating-
rink in this area on land deeded to the Commission by the Park
Commission of the city of Boston.

House 286;

Authorizing and Directing the Metropolitan District Com-
mission to Construct a Skating Rink in the Dorchester
Section of the City op Boston.

We believe that this petition, which calls for the erection of a
skating rink in the Patten’s Cove section of the city of Boston, is
not necessary. Since the filing of the bill, the Commission has been
erecting a skating rink on Garvey playground on Morrissey Boule-
vard, which is approximately one
addition has already in existence

mile from this location, and in
a skating rink in South Boston

within two miles of the area.

House 3040

Metropolitan District Com-Authorizing and Directing the

mission to Construct a Swimming Pool in the City or
Chelsea.

The Commission feels that at the present time, because of the
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proximity of Chelsea to Revere Beach and to an existing swimming
pool in the city of Everett, and because of the limited money avail-
able, it cannot erect a swimming pool in Chelsea at this time.

House 3044.

Providing that the Metropolitan District Commission Shall
Establish and Maintain a Cemetery for the Burial or
Deceased Veterans of the Commonwealth.

Although this petition, which calls for the Commission to utilize
"land in the Blue Hills Reservation for the purpose of establishing

and maintaining a cemetery for deceased veterans of the Common-
wealth, is meritorious in its intent, the Commission feels that it
would not be the proper agency to properly maintain such a facility,
as it enters into a field far remote from the purpose for which the
Metropolitan District Commission was established.

Respectfully submitted

ITAX DISTRICT ( ISSION.

Ploward Whitmore, Jr

John F. Haggerty,
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