
HOUSE . 3545

Executive Department.
State House, Boston, May 2. 1960

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives.

I am returning, herewith, without my approval, House Bill No.
3299 entitled “An act providmg life tenure for Maurice F. McGrath,
Jr., incumbent of the office of building inspector, and Robert Gookin,
incumbent of the office of gas inspector of the Town of Dracut.”

H 3299 started as H 3045, a bill providing tenure for Maurice F.
McGrath, Jr. only, but containing a local acceptance provision.
Petitioners on the bill were Maurice F. McGrath, Jr. and Robert
Gookin as well as several others. It was referred to the Committee
on Towns which, on March 30th, reported out the present bill
H 3299 providing tenure, not only for Maurice F. McGrath, Jr.,
but also for Robert Gookin.

As for Robert Gookin, a bill had been passed in 1964 being chap-
ter 296 of the acts of that year which provided tenure for Robert
Gookin as gas inspector for the Town of Dracut but with the provrso
that it be subject to local acceptance at the town meeting in 1965.
On March 1, 1965, the voters of Dracut refused to accept the pro-
vision, 1961 Yes and 2823 No.

On April 14, 1966, H 3299 was amended in the Senate by strikin
out the local acceptance provision.

Robert Gookin has held the office of gas inspector of Dracut for
some five years while Maurice F. McGrath, Jr. has held the office
of building inspector for two years having been appointed on March
30, 1964.

It thus appears that this bill would fly straight in the face of the
expressed wishes of the voters of Dracut. Having once registered
their wishes, at least with respect to life tenure for Robert Gookin
as gas inspector, they are now to have nothing to say with respect
to life tenure for the same individual. This appears to me to be
an utter and complete contradiction of Home Rule.

I do not approve of H 3299.
I return H 3299 without my approval.

Respectfully submitted

Cl)t Commontuealtl) of apassaclni.sctts

JOHN A. VOLPE,
Governor of the Commonwealth.
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