
HOUSE . No. 3571

Executive Department,
State House, Boston, May 4, 1966.

To the HonorableSenate and House of Representatives:

The Commissionei of Commerce and Development, who earlier
this week attended meetings of the National Convention Commis-
sion of the American Legion, has informed me that the Commission
is giving serious consideration to holding the 1967 American Legion
National Convention in the City of Boston.

This consideration by the Convention Commission is a source
of gratification to this Administration, to the Commissioner, to the
Greater Boston Chamber of Commerce, and to all others who have
worked hard to bring this great Convention to the Commonwealth
for the first time since 1940. Such a convention would represent
a source not only of economic benefit, but also of patriotic inspira-
tion to the people of the Commonwealth.

It is, therefore, fitting and proper that the Commonwealth
should new, in advance of the final selection, undertake prepara-
tion to make this occasion a meaningful commemoration of the
valiant and heroic services which many generations of young
people have been called upon to render for our Country. By in-
itiating arrangements for worthwhile community participation we
shall ensure that the occasion will serve the high purpose of bring-
ing before today’s generation the many lessons and inspirations which
can derive from association with those who have participated in
those great struggles which form so important a part of our com-
mon heritage. We can similarly demonstrate to the American
Legion that we welcome the selection of Boston as a site for the
1967 Convention.

To accomplish these purposes I submit herewith legislation which
would create a special commission to an ange for proper representa-
tion of the Commonwealth at the 1967 National Convention of the
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American Legion, if hold in Boston as anticipated, and to arrange
for appropriate public ceremonies in cooperation with the Conven-
tion. The Commission would consist of two Senators, three Repre-
sentatives, and seven members appointed by the Governor.

I recommend that your Honorable Bodies grant this legislation
your approval at an early date.

Respectfully submitted,

JOHN A. VOLPE, f
Governor of the Commonwealth
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In the Year One ThousandNine Hundred and Sixty-Six.

Resolve providing for proper representation or the com-
monwealth AT THE NATIONAL CONVENTION OF THE AMERICAN
LEGION IN THE EVENT THAT THE SAID CONVENTION IS HELD IN
THE CITY OF BOSTON.

1 Whereas, a Convention of the American Legion pays tribute
2 to the men and women who participated in the various ccn-
-3 flicts since and prior to its organization in nineteen hundred and
4 nineteen, and
5 Whereas, the Commonwealth desires to join in recognition of
6 their valiant participation in Wars which preserved for us
7 Democracy and our Way of Life, and
8 Whereas, it is most fitting to bring before today’s generation
9 the many lessons pertinent to our present problems which the

10 events of the war years may teach, and
11 Whereas, it is of sound economic and social significance to
12 hold the Convention in Massachusetts, and
13 Whereas, such a Convention would provide an opportunity
14 for this great Commonwealth to honor and show our apprecia-
-15 tion to the heroic men and women who fought to preserve our
16 country and the ideals for which it stands, and
17 Whereas, such a Convention would confer a public benefit
18 to the citizens of our Commonwealth, and
19 Whereas, both the Senate and the House have passed a joint
20 resolution dated March twenty-fourth, nineteen hundred and
21 sixty-six and March twenty-ninth, nineteen hundred and sixty-
-22 six respectively, thanking the National Convention Committee
23 of the American Legion for its decision to hold the Convention
24 in Massachusetts in August of nineteen hundred and sixty-
-25 seven, therefore be it
26 Resolved, That, in order that the Commonwealth may be
27 properly represented on the occasion of the National Conven-
-28 tion of the American Legion in the year nineteen hundred and
29 sixty-seven, if held in the City of Boston as anticipated, and in
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30 such case to insure, in arranging public ceremonies and enter-
-31 tainments and other events in connection with said National
32 Convention, meaningful participation by representatives and
33 citizens of the Commonwealth, there is hereby created a special
34 commission, consisting of two members of the Senate, appointed
35 by the President of the Senate, three members of the House of
36 Representatives, appointed by the Speaker thereof, and seven
37 persons appointed by the Governor, which shall arrange for
38 such proper representation, public ceremonies and entertain-
-39 ments, and may expend for that purpose such sums as may be
40 appropriated therefor.


