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By Mr. Saltonstall, a petition of William L. Saltonstall and other members
of the General Court for legislation to provide for an investigation and study by
a special commission (including members of the General Court) to determine the
marine boundaries of the commonwealth. Natural Resources and Agriculture.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Eight.

Resolve providing for an investigation and study by a special

COMMISSION TO DETERMINE THE MARINE BOUNDARIES OF THE
COMMONWEALTH.
1 Resolved, That a special commission, to consist of two mem-
-2 hers of the senate, three members of the house of representa-
-3 fives, the secretary of the commonwealth or his designee, the
4 attorney general of his designee, the commissioner of natural
5 resources or his designee, the commissioner of the department
6 of public works or his designee, the archivist of the common-
-7 wealth, and seven persons to be appointed by the governor, of
8 whom one shall be an attorney-at-law and one a geologist, is
9 hereby established for the purpose of making an investigation

10 and study of the marine boundaries of the commonwealth. Said
11 commission shall, in the course of its investigation and study,
12 consider whether the boundaries stated in section three of
13 chapter one of the General Laws are definitive; whether de-
-14 cisions of the United States Supreme Court coupled with the
15 Federal Submerged Lands Act of 1953, have affected the boun-
-16 daries of the commonwealth as they were in existence when
17 the commonwealth entered the federal union; shall determine
18 the earlier boundaries, and whether in the absence of express
19 claims in the earliest charters of Massachusetts its boundaries
20 should be derived from the three Virgina charters and the
21 charter of the Council for New England; what effect the United
22 Nations International Convention of nineteen hundred and
23 fifty-eight has had on said boundaries; and whether new mar-
-24 ine boundaries for the commonwealth should be established.
25 Said commission shall report to the general court the results
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26 of its study, and its recommendations, if any, together with
27 drafts of legislation necessary to carry its recommendations
28 into effect, by filing the same with the clerk of the senate on
29 or before the last Wednesday in December, nineteen hundred
30 and sixty-eight.


