
SENATE 591

By Mr. Cohen, a petition of Gertrude M. Nickerson for legislation relative to
welfare recipient appeals. Social Welfare.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Eight.

An Act relative to welfare recipient appeals.

Be it enacted by theSenate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Chapter 18 of -the GeneralLaws is hereby amended by strik-
-2 ing out section 16, as most recently amended by section 1 of
3 chapter 658 of the acts of 1967, and inserting in place thereof
4 the following section:
5 Section 16. Any person aggrieved by the failure of the de-
-6 partment -to render adequate aid or assistance under any pro-
-7 gram of aid or assistance administered by the department,
8 or to approve or reject an application for aid or assistance
9 thereunder within ten days after receiving such application, or

10 aggrieved by the withdrawal of such aid or assistance, shall
11 have a right to a fair hearing, after due notice, upon appeal to
12 the commissioner of public welfare. Such hearing shall take
13 place within two weeks after appeal to the commissioner and
14 the ruling shall be certified no later than one week after com-
-15 pletion of the hearing. Such hearing shall be conducted by an
16 appeal board which shall consist of three members. The com-
-17 missioner shall designate two such members, one of Whom may
18 be an employee of the department and one of whom shall be a
19 recipient of aid or assistance under any program of aid or as-

-20 sistance administered by -the department. The two members
21 so designated by the commissioner shall designate the third
22 member of said appeal board. The hearing will be held at a
23 location convenient to the person appealing and shall be con-
-24 ducted as an adjudicatory proceeding under Chapter thirty A.
25 Any board so designated is hereby empowered -to subpoena
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26 witnesses, administer oaths, take testimony and secure the
27 production of such books, papers, records, and documents as
28 may be relevant to the hearing. The decision of the board,
29 when approved by the commissioner, shall be the decision of
30 the department and shall be subject to review in accordance
31 with the provisions of chapter thirty A. The members of the
32 appeal boards, except those in the employ of the department,
33 shall receive no compensation for their services but shall be
34 reimbursed for expenses necessarily incurred in rendering such
35 services.


