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By Mr, Cohen, a petition of Beryl W. Cohen and John J. Moakley that pro-
ision be made for an investigation and study by a special commission (includ-

ing members of the General Court) of the use of human beings in experiments
in state facilities. Social Welfare.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Eight

Resolve providing for a study of the use of
HUMAN BEINGS IN EXPERIMENTS IN STATE FACILITIES.

1 Resolved, That an unpaid special commission, to consist of
2 three members of the Senate, five members of the House of
3 Representatives and three persons to be appointed by the
4 Governor, is hereby established for the purpose of making a
5 study and investigation of the use of human beings in experi-
-6 ments conducted in facilities of the Commonwealth, with a
7 view toward determining the practices and procedures pres-
-8 ently engaged in, together with their extent and frequency,
9 and with a view toward preventing the use of human beings

10 in experiments whose consequences are not fully disclosed to,
11 or understood by, the persons whose consent to such experi-
-12 ments is sought, or where the experiments themselves violate
13 accepted scientific, medical, or ethical standards.
14 Said commission may hold public hearings and summon
15 witnesses and compel their testimony under oath and may re-
-16 quire the production of books, papers, records, and documents.
17 Said commission may travel within or without the Common-
-18 wealth, and may expend for clerical and other services and
19 expenses such sums as may be appropriated therefore. Said
20 commission shall report to the General Court the results of
21 its investigation and study, and its recommendations, if any,
22 together with drafts of legislation necessary to carry such
23 recommendations into effect, by filing the same with the
24 Clerk of the Senate on or before September first, nineteen
25 hundred and sixty-eight, but said commission may file interim
26 reports and recommendations before that date.




