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Executive Department

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:

I am returning, herewith, without my approval, Senate Bill No.
73 entitled “An act authorizing Mabel R. Atwood to join the con-
tributory retirement system of the city of Quincy.”

This proposed legislation is nearly an exact copy of S 972 of
1967 which, after it reached my desk and after receiving certain in-
formation on it, was vetoed by me and the veto was sustained in the
Senate.

S 73, which I am returning, seeks to extend an opportunity to an
employee of the city of Quincy to join the contributory retirement
system notwithstanding the fact that she became an employee of
the city after she had attained age 60 and, accordingly, under the
provisions of the General Laws, Chapter 32 Section 3 (2) (f) she
was not entitled to become a member of the system.

This is an illustration of special legislation to provide a retire-
ment benefit to an employee who knew that she was barred from
membership in the system at the time she became an employee of
the city. Although she could not become a member in the system
she will be bound to terminate her services as of the last day of
the month in which she will attain age 70.

All general legislation relating to contributory retirement sys-
tems have contained a maximum age at which a new employee
would be eligible to become a member and also a maximum age at
which a person’s employment must terminate whether or not
they were eligible for a benefit.

During the many years that have elapsed since the retirement
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system was established, hundreds of employees have been separated
from service by mandate of the retirement law without receiving
any retirement benefit. Special legislation establishes a precedent
which nibbles away at the underlying principles of retirement
systems to provide benefits for long term employees.

For the above reasons I cannot, in good conscience, approve the
measure and I return the bill without my approval.

Respectfully submitted,

JOHN A. VOLPE,
Governor, Commonwealth of Massachusetts


