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Executive Department

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:

In accordance with the provisions of Article LVI of the Amend-
ments of the Constitution, I am returning, herewith, Senate Bill
No. 271 entitled “An act relative to the form of certain questions
placed on ballots at biennial state elections relative to the sale of
alcoholic beverages.”

Upon looking at the amendments contemplated by this bill, I
am not so sure that they clarify the present wording in these
questions to be put before the voters. I believe that the voter would
prefer that he answer the questions as to whether liquor should
be drunk on or off the premises separately. I, therefore, recom-
mend the bill be amended as follows:

by striking out the words “or off” in subdivisions “A” and “B’
and by adding at the end of “B” a new paragraph as follows;

“B(l). Shall licenses be granted in this city (or town) for the
sale therein of wines and malt beverages in packages so called not
to be drunk on the premises?”

“By further amending section 11 of chapter 138 of the General
Laws, as most recently amended by chapter 511 of the acts of 1966,
by striking out all after the questions and inserting therein the
following:

If a majority of the votes cast in a city or town in answer to sub-
division A is in the affirmative, such city or town shall, irrespective
of the result of the votes in answer to subdivisions, B, B(l), C, and
D to be taken to have authorized, for the two calendar years next
succeeding, the retail sale in such city or town of all alcoholic
beverages to be drunk on the premises where sold, in accordance
with the provisions of this chapter.
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If a majority of the votes cast in a city or town in answer to
subdivisions A, B(l), C, and D is not in the affirmative, but a
majority thereof in answer to subdivision B is in the affirmative,
such city or town shall be taken to have authorized, for said
calendar years, the retail sale therein of wines and malt beverages
only to be drunk on the premises where sold, in accordance with
the provisions of this chapter.

If a majority of the votes cast in a city or town in answer to
subdivisions A, B, B(l), and D is not in the affirmative, but a ma-
jority thereof in answer to subdivision C is in the affirmative, such
city or town shall be taken to have authorized, for said calendar
years, the retail sale therein of all alcoholic beverages but only in
packages, so called, not to be drunk on the premises where sold,
in accordance with the provisions of this chapter.

If a majority of the votes cast in a city or town in answer to
subdivisions A, B, C, and D is not in the affirmative, but a majority
thereof in answer to subdivisions B(l), is in the affirmative, such
city or town shall be taken to have authorized, for said calendar
years, the retail sale therein of wines and malt beverages not to be
drunk on the premises where sold, in accordance with the pro-
visions of this chapter.

If a majority of the votes cast in a city or town in answer to
subdivisions A, B, B(l), and C is not in the affirmative, but a
majority thereof in answer to subdivision D is in the affirmative,
such city or town shall be taken to have authorized, for said cal-
endar years, the retail sale therein of all alcoholic beverages to be
drunk on premises of hotels having a dining room capacity of not
less than ninety-nine persons and lodging capacity of not less than
fifty rooms, in accordance with the provisions of this chapter.”

Respectfully submitted,

FRANCIS W. SARGENT,
Acting Governor, Commonwealth of Massachusetts.


