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Accompanying the fourteenth recommendation of the

Department of Community Affairs (House, No. 40). Local Affairs.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Three

An Act concerning petitions to the general court for the
ENACTMENT OF SPECIAL LAWS RELATING TO PARTICULAR CITIES
AND TOWNS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 Chapter 3 of the General Laws is hereby amended by inserting
2 after section 8 the following section:
3 Section BA. The words “municipal petition” as they are used
4 in section eight B to eight E shall mean a petition to the general
5 court for the enactment of a special law relating to a particular
6 city or town which has been either approved by the mayor and
7 city council, or other legislative body, of the city, or approved by
8 the town meeting of the town. The word “mayor” as used in
9 sections eight A through eight E shall mean an officer elected by

10 the voters as the chief executive officer of a city, regardless of his
11 title, or an officer lawfully acting as such; and it shall not include
12 any officer having the title of mayor but no power to veto action
13 by the city council.
14 Section SB. A municipal petition may be filed with the clerk
15 of either branch of the general court, and such petition shall
16 include a form of the law being requested. Unless the petition
17 specifically provides otherwise, the form of law, and the petition

shall be construed as a request for the enactment of a law in such
19 form as the general court may deem appropriate.
20 Section BC. A municipal petition which is approved by the
21 mayor and city council, or other legislative body, of a city, shall
22 consist of a certified copy of the resolution, order or vote of the
23 legislative body requesting the enactment of a special law or
24 approving a form of petition therefor, and evidence of the
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25 mayor’s approval. When the petition is filed with the general
26 court, it shall be accompanied by an opinion of the city solicitor
27 to the effect that such resolution, order or vote was properly
28 passed by the legislative body of the city and approved by the
29 mayor. Such opinion shall also state why the requested special
30 law is necessary and why, if such is the case, the same results
31 cannot be achieved by local action.
32 Section BD. A municipal petition which is approved by thf-
-33 town meeting of a town shall consist of a certified copy of the
34 vote of the town requesting the enactment of a special law or
35 approving a form of petition therefor; and when it is filed with
36 the general court, it shall be accompanied by an opinion of the
37 town counsel, if any, otherwise an opinion of a lawyer admitted
38 to practice in the commonwealth, to the effect that the vote was

39 properly passed by the town. Such opinion shall also state why
40 the requested special law is necessary and why, if such is the case,
41 the same results cannot be achieved by local action.
42 Section BE. No municipal petition shall be deemed invalid
43 on account of any procedural error or omission unless it is shown
44 that the error or omission materially and substantially affected
45 its signing, approval or adoption.
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