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they shall also mean and include the board or officer responsible in any 
city, town or district for assessing any charge upon receipt and disposal 
of privy, cesspool and septic tank contents as described above. 

SECTION 2. The provisions of this act shall become effective in any 
city, town, or sewerage district using said facility upon acceptance by 
the participating city, town or sewerage district and by the filing by the 
respective clerk of a certificate of such acceptance in the proper 
registry of deeds. 

Approved September 18, 1985. 

Chapter 294. AN ACT AUTHORIZING THE TOWN OF CLINTON TO 
USE A CERTAIN PARCEL OF PARK LAND FOR 
HIGHWAY PURPOSES. 

Be it enacted, etc.. as follows: 

The town of Clinton is hereby authorized to use a certain parcel of 
park land for highway purposes. Said parcel of land is situated on the 
southerly side of Sterling street and the westerly side of Main street in 
said town and bounded and described as follows: 
NORTHWESTERLY by land of Gary D. O'Connell by one course 
measuring twelve (12' +) feet more or less: 
SOUTHERLY by other land of the Town of Clinton Memorial Park by one 
course measuring one hundred seventy-three (173' +) feet more or less: 
SOUTHERLY, SOUTHWESTERLY & WESTERLY by said Park by one arc 
measuring forty-eight (48' ±) feet more or less: 
EASTERLY by said Main Street by one course measuring forty (40' +) 
feet more or less: 
NORTHERLY by said Sterling Street by one course measuring one 
hundred ninety-seven (197' +) feet more or less: 
CONTAINING 2,275 square feet more or less: 
BEING shown as Parcel "A" on a plan entitled "Land in Clinton, Mass. 
surveyed for Town of Clinton" dated April, 1984 and revised June 11, 
1985 by Charles A. Perkins Co., Inc.; Civil Engineers & Surveyors; 
Clinton, Mass. Plan No. 5388-A1. 

Approved September 18, 1985. 

Chapter 295. AN ACT ESTABLISHING THE ASHLAND WATER AND 
SEWER COMMISSION AND DEFINING THE POWERS 
THEREOF. 

Be it enacted, etc.. as follows: 

SECTION 1. It is hereby declared essential that the town of Ashland, 
for the benefit of the people of the town, shall continue to maintain 
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economical and efficient sewer and water systems; that the town be 
provided a means to improve its water and sewer services operated in a 
modern, efficient, financially self-sustaining, and environmentally sound 
manner; that just, equitable and sufficient fees, rates and charges for 
water and sewer service within the town be established and all 
consumers, public and private, taxpayer and tax exempt, pay their fair 
share of the costs of such services; all to the public benefit and good, as 
and to the extent and in the manner provided herein. This act may be 
referred to and cited as the Ashland Water and Sewer Reorganization 
Act of 1985. 

SECTION 2. Sewer Works System: shall mean the existing sewer 
works system in the possession of and under the jurisdiction, ownership, 
control and regulation of the town and its sewer commission, and all 
facilities, betterments, extensions, improvements, enlargements thereto 
hereafter constructed or acquired. 

Water Works System: shall mean the existing water supply and 
distribution system in the possession of and under the jurisdiction, 
ownership, control, and regulation of the town and its water commission, 
and all facilities, betterments, extension, improvements, and 
enlargements thereto hereafter constructed or acquired. 

SECTION 3. Except as otherwise provided in this act, the powers of 
the commission shall be exercised by a board consisting of five 
members. Such persons shall be elected by ballot at the annual town 
election next after acceptance of this act, with two commissioners to be 
elected for a term of three years, two commissioners to be elected for a 
term of two years, and one commissioner to be elected for a term of one 
year. Upon the expiration of the initial terms, each of the said 
commissioners shall be thereafter elected for three-year terms. 

SECTION 4. The commission shall appoint, employ and determine the 
duties and conditions of employment of a superintendent and such other 
employees and consultants as the commission may deem necessary, 
subject to the applicable laws of the town and commonwealth. All 
appropriations for wages and salaries of personnel, and the establishment 
or amendment of a wage and salary classification plan, shall be subject 
to the provisions of the town personnel by-law, as amended. The 
superintendent shall be the chief executive officer of the commission 
and shall administer and direct its affairs as authorized or approved by 
the commission and shall have such of the powers and perform such of 
the duties of the commission as the commission may from time to time 
delegate to him and not recalled. The commission and its employees shall 
be subject to the provisions of chapter one hundred and fifty E of the 
General Laws, to the extent that said provisions are applicable. For the 
purposes of said chapter one hundred and fifty E, and without otherwise 
limiting the generality of the foregoing, the town shall be considered an 
"employer" or "public employer" as defined therein. The commission 
shall operate on the same fiscal year as the town of Ashland and subject 
to what sums of money the town may vote, for such purposes as the town 
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may vote, at either an annual or special town meeting, to raise and 
appropriate or transfer from available funds to pay interest and maturing 
debts; for charges, expenses, outlays; for a reserve fund. 

SECTION 5. The commission shall assume all of the rights, duties and 
obligations of the town of Ashland's sewer commission and the town of 
Ashland's water commission. It shall assume the care, custody, and 
control of all property, personal or real, which as of that date resides in 
the care, custody, and control of the aforesaid sewer and water 
commissions. All orders, rules, regulations and by-laws duly 
promulgated by the town or the aforesaid sewer and water commissions 
shall remain in full force and effect, to the extent consistent with this 
act, until superseded, revised or rescinded by the commission and or 
town as applicable. All contracts, including collective bargaining 
agreements, leases, and agreements, including interdepartmental 
agreements, pertaining to the sewer and water works system shall 
continue in full force and effect until their expiration dates. All 
benefits and obligations thereunder, and all other rights and benefits 
pertaining to the sewer and water works system and existing by-law, 
including, without limiting the generality of the foregoing, all rights, 
benefits and obligations not inconsistent with the provisions of this act, 
which pertain to the sewer and water works system and which are vested 
in the aforesaid sewer and water commissions by general or special law, 
shall be transferred to, assumed by and imposed upon the commission by 
operation of law. 

SECTION 6. This act shall be submitted to an annual or special town 
meeting for acceptance, and if accepted, shall be effective upon the 
date of election of the board of commissioners at the annual town 
election next after its acceptance. On the effective date of this act, 
employees in the existing Ashland sewer and water commissions shall be 
transferred to the new commission and become employees of the 
commission, subject to the provisions of this act; and the existing 
Ashland sewer and water commissions and departments shall be 
abolished. The terms of office of such employees shall not be deemed to 
be interrupted by such transfer. The right, seniority, wages, salaries, 
hours and working conditions of such employees, including, but only so 
long as such an employee holds the position which is comparable to the 
position in which he or she was classified prior to transfer, rights under 
chapter thirty-one of the General Laws, shalKbe preserved in their 
employment by the commission, provided that after such transfer, such 
employees shall perform their duties subject to the direction, control, 
and supervision of the commission. Nothing in the foregoing shall be 
construed as a limitation oh the powers of the commission, subject to the 
provisions of this act and other applicable laws, to thereafter create, 
amend or abolish job positions in furtherance of the aforesaid intent of 
this act to provide the people of the town of Ashland an efficient, 
modern and financially self-sustaining sewer and water works system. 

SECTION 7. The commission shall have all the rights and powers 
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which presently exist and reside in the Ashland sewer and water 
commissions under the General Laws of the commonwealth and under 
applicable special acts, including, without limitation, chapter eighty-six 
of the acts of nineteen hundred and forty-six and chapter four hundred 
and fifty-six of the acts of nineteen hundred and eight, insofar as these 
do not conflict with the provisions of this act. 

SECTION 8. Upon the effective date of this act, except as otherwise 
provided herein, any provisions of any special laws and parts of special 
laws, and all by-laws and parts of by-laws pertaining to the sewer and 
water works system, which are inconsistent with the provisions of this 
act, shall be inoperative and cease to be effective. 

SECTION 9. This act, being necessary for the welfare and living 
conditions of the town and its inhabitants, shall be liberally construed to 
effect the purposes hereof. 

SECTION 10. The provisions of this act are severable, and if any 
provisions hereof shall be held invalid in any circumstances, such 
invalidity shall not affect any other provisions or circumstances. This act 
shall be construed in all respects so as to meet all constitutional 
requirements. In carrying out the purposes and provisions of this act, all 
steps shall be taken which are necessary to meet constitutional 
requirements, whether or not required by statute. 

Approved September 18, 1985. 

Chapter 296. AN ACT AUTHORIZING THE TOWN OF MEDFEELD TO 
APPROPRIATE AND PAY A CERTAIN SUM OF MONEY 
TO JOSEPH ERSKINE. 

Be it enacted, etc.. as follows: 

The town of Medfield is hereby authorized to appropriate, and after 
such appropriation, the treasurer of said town is hereby authorized to 
pay, the sum of seven hundred thirty-two dollars and fifteen cents to 
Joseph Erskine as compensation for loss of wages resulting from an 
injury received in performance of his duties as inspector of wires for said 
town. 

Approved September 18, 1985. 

Chapter 297. AN ACT RELATIVE TO CERTIFICATES OF TITLE IN 
MORTGAGE TRANSACTIONS. 

Be it enacted, etc.. as follows: 

Section 70 of chapter 93 of the General Laws is hereby amended by 
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