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detective doing investigating work, a former member of an investigative 
service of the United States, a former police officer, of a rank or grade 
higher than that of patrolman, of the commonwealth, any political 
subdivision thereof or an official police department of another state, or 
a police officer in good standing formerly employed for not less than ten 
years with the commonwealth, or any political subdivision thereof or 
with an official police department of another state. 

Approved October 15, 1985. 

Chapter 396. AN ACT GRANTING COUNTY ADVISORY BOARDS 
FURTHER AUTHORITY OVER CERTAIN 
EXPENDITURES. 

Be it enacted, etc.. as follows: 

Section 32 of chapter 35 of the General Laws, as appearing in the 1984 
Official Edition, is hereby amended by striking out the tenth paragraph. 

Approved October 15, 1985. 

Chapter 397. AN ACT REQUIRING CERTAIN PUBLIC AGENCIES TO 
FOLLOW WRITTEN DESIGNER SELECTION 
PROCEDURES. 

Be it enacted, etc.. as follows: 

Section 38C of chapter 7 of the General Laws, as appearing in the 
1984 Official Edition, is hereby amended by striking out subparagraph (b) 
and inserting in place thereof the following subparagraph: -

(b) The board shall grant an exemption for two years from its 
jurisdiction to each public agency within the provisions of paragraphs (3) 
and (4) of section forty A, but in no event to any public agency within 
the provisions of paragraphs (1) and (2) of said section forty A, if the 
agency has filed a written application for an exemption pursuant to 
subparagraph (c) of this section; provided, however, that the board shall 
withhold an exemption if the board determines that the designer 
selection procedure proposed by the public agency does not substantially 
incorporate the procedures required in section thirty-eight B to 
thirty-eight J, inclusive, and section thirty-eight M, or that the 
selection of finalists will not be made with the advice of design 
professionals or that the procedure proposed by the public agency does 
not satisfy the purposes of sections thirty-eight A 1/2 to thirty-eight O, 
inclusive, as set forth in said section thirty-eight A 1/2, or that 
withholding such an exemption is in the best interest of the 
commonwealth; provided, however, that nothing in this section shall be 
interpreted to require the establishment of a board as prescribed in 
section thirty-eight B or to waive or in any way diminish the 
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