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By Mr. Brownell of Quincy, petition of Robert H. Quinn

(Attorney General) and Thomas F. Brownell that a married woman
be authorized to use her maiden name when registering to vote.
Election Laws.
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* In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Three

An Act authorizing a married woman to use her maiden
NAME IN REGISTERING TO VOTE.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 SECTION 1. The first paragraph of section lof chapter 5 1
2 of the General Laws is hereby amended by striking out the last
3 sentence, as inserted by section 1 of chapter 382 of the acts of
4 1971, and inserting in place thereof the following sentence: -

5 A married woman shall be eligible to vote and to register for
6 the purpose of voting in the city or town where she resides and
7 shall be registered in the surname of her husband or in her
8 maiden name if she indicates to the registrar her intention to
9 continue to use her maiden name indefinitely.

1 SECTION 2. Said chapter 51 is hereby further amended by
2 striking out the first paragraph of section 2, as most recently
3 amended by section 4 of chapter 437 of the acts of 1962, and
4 inserting in place thereof the following new paragraph: -

5 If the name of a person who is duly registered as a voter is
4 6 changed by decree of court, his or her right to vote in his or

1 her former name shall continue until January first next follow-
-8 ing. In the case of such a person who has qualified for voting
9 (or electors of president and vice-president under section one

10 A, his or her right to vote in his or her former name shall
11 continue until the next following election at which such
12 electors are to be chosen. However any duly registered female
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13 may continue to use her maiden name if she indicates to the
14 registrar the intention to use her maiden name indefinitely.

1 SECTION 3. Said chapter 51 is hereby further amended by
2 striking out the second sentence of the first paragraph of
3 section 36, as inserted by chapter 932 of the acts of 1971, and
4 inserting in place thereof the following new sentence:
5 They shall enter therein the name of every such voteji
6 written in full, or instead thereof the surname and firsr
7 Christian name or that name by which he is generally known,
8 including the maiden name of a married female who has
9 indicated her intention to use her maiden name indefinitely in

10 accordance with sections one and two, written in full, and the
11 initial of every other name which he may have, and also his age
12 or date of birth, place of birth and residence on January first
13 preceding or at the time of becoming an inhabitant of the city
14 or town after said day, the date of his registration and his
15 residence at such date, his occupation and the place thereof,
16 and any other particulars necessary to identify him fully.
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