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By Mr. Scaccia of Boston, petition of Frank Bisciglia and Angelo
M. Scaccia for legislation to require the licensing of companies
requested to tow motor vehicles. Public Safety.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Three.

An Act providing for the issuance of licenses for the
TOWING OF MOTOR VEHICLES AT THE REQUEST OF POLICE
OFFICERS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 Chapter 90 of the General Laws is hereby amended by
2 inserting after section 20D the following section;

3 Section 20E. No person shall tow any motor vehicle in any
4 city or town at the request or order of a police officer which
5 arises out of the violation of a parking or traffic regulation
6 without first having secured a license from the chief of police in
7 accordance with the provisions of this section.
8 The chief of police shall annually, at least sixty days prior to
9 the expiration of the calendar year, issue a public notice that

10 application for said licenses will be received on or before a
11 specified date, which shall be at least thirty days following the
12 issuance of said notice. Said notice shall state that the applicant
13 shall file with his application information establishing that he
14 occupies premises sufficient in size and area to accommodate and
15 store the motor vehicles towed.
16 The chief of police shall give written notice to each applicant,
17 prior to the expiration of the calendar year, of the approval or
18 disapproval of his application and, if the latter, the reasons
19 therefor. The chief shall not issue a license until such time as

20 successful applicants have posted a bond, with surety, in the
21 amount of two thousand dollars, conditioned on the applicant’s
22 faithful performance of the obligations required by said license.
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23 The chief shall then issue a license to the successful applicants
24 who have filed said bond, and shall assign, in proportion to the
25 total number of licenses, an equal number of specified dates in
26 the forthcoming calendar year on which such license shall be
27 available to tow motor vehicles. The chief shall post a schedule in
28 the police station showing the dates assigned to each licensee.
29 The license granted hereunder may be revoked: {A) by the
30 chief of police if the licensee neglects, refuses, or fails to tow a
31 motor vehicle when requested or ordered to do so, orally or in
32 writing, by a police officer, or (B) if the licensee engages in any
33 fraudulent practice or makes any misrepresentation with respect
34 to the charging of fees for said towing, or (C) if, after hearing,
35 the licensee has been found to have charged more than the
36 maximum rates allowed by law. If a license is revoked for any of
37 the above reasons, an action may be commenced on the bond for
38 recovery of actual damages incurred.
39 Each licensee shall post conspicuously in his place of business
40 a list of the rates to be charged for the towing and storage of
41 motor vehicles.


