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pointed by the governor, one of whom shall be an administrator 
of a city or town, three of whom shall be chiefs of police who 
shall be selected from a list of six nominees submitted by the 
board of directors of the Massachusetts Chiefs of Police Asso
ciation, Inc., and one of whom shall be a member of the Massa
chusetts Police Association, who shall be selected from two 
nominees submitted by the board of directors of said associa
tion, one of whom shall be a clerk of the superior court, one of 
whom shall be a member of the Massachusetts Defenders Com
mittee, one of whom shall be a sheriff of a county, one of whom 
shall be a district attorney of a district, one of whom shall be a 
member of the Massachusetts Police Training Officers Associa
tion, Incorporated who shall be selected from two nominees 
submitted by the board of directors of said association. The 
chairman of the council shall be designated from time to time 
by the governor. The members appointed by the governor shall 
serve for terms of two years. Upon the expiration of the term of a 
member his successor shall be appointed, in the same manner, 
for a like term. Approved April 30,1975. 

Chap. 162. A N ACT REDEFINING THE TERM "LOADED SHOT
GUN OR RIFLE" IN THE LAW RELATIVE TO INLAND 
FISHERIES AND GAME . 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 
Section 1 of chapter 131 of the General Laws is hereby 

amended by striking out the definition of "Loaded shotgun or 
rifle", as appearing in section 1 of chapter 802 of the acts of 
1967, and inserting in place thereof the following definition: — 

"Loaded shotgun or rifle", any shotgun or rifle having a shell 
or cartridge in either the magazine or chamber thereof, or, in the 
case of a muzzle loading shotgun or rifle, containing powder in 
the flash pan, a percussion cap and shot or ball. 

Appro ved April 30,19 75. 

Chap. 163. A N ACT ELIMINATING THE POSITION OF COM
MISSIONER OF COMMUNITY AFFAIRS. 

Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to de
feat its purpose, which is to provide for the immediate elimina
tion of the position of commissioner of community affairs and to 
effect the necessary changes incidental thereto, therefore it is 
hereby declared to be an emergency law, necessary to the im
mediate preservation of the public convenience. 
Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

SECTION 1. Chapter 23B of the General Laws is hereby 
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amended by striking out sections 1 and 2 and inserting in place 
thereof the following two sections: — 

Section 1. There shall be a department of community affairs, 
in this chapter called the department, which shall be under the 
supervision and control of the secretary of communities and' 
development, in this chapter called the secretary. The secretary 
shall be the executive and administrative head of the depart
ment and shall be responsible for administering and enforcing 
the provisions of law relative to the department and to each ad
ministrative unit thereof. Powers and duties given to any ad
ministrative unit of the department by any general or special 
law shall be exercised and discharged subject to the direction, 
control and supervision of the secretary. The secretary may au
thorize any officer of the department to exercise in his name any 
power, or to discharge in his name any duty, assigned to him by 
law, and he may at any time revoke such authority. In case of a 
vacancy in the office of secretary, or in the secretary's absence 
or disability, the governor shall designate an acting secretary to 
serve as secretary until the vacancy is filled, or until the absence 
or disability ceases. 

Section 2. There shall be in the department a division of com
munity development, a division of community services and a 
division of social and economic opportunity. Each division shall 
be under the charge of an administrator subject to the direction, 
control and supervision of the secretary. Each administrator 
shall be a person of skill and experience in the field of his ap
pointment and shall be appointed and may be removed by the 
secretary, with the approval of the governor, and shall serve 
until so removed. The position of administrator shall not be sub
ject to the provisions of chapter thirty-one or section nine A of 
chapter thirty. Each administrator shall devote his full time 
during business hours to the duties of his office. 

SECTION 2. Said chapter 23B is hereby further amended by 
striking out section 4 and inserting in place thereof the fol
lowing section: — 

Section 4. There shall be established within the department 
such bureaus as the secretary shall from time to time deem nec
essary. All such bureaus shall be under the direction, control 
and supervision of the secretary, who may abolish or merge any 
such bureaus as he may deem advisable. The secretary shall 
prepare and maintain on a current basis a general statement of 
the organization of the department, of the assignment of func
tions of its various administrative units, officers and employees, 
and of the established places at which and the methods whereby 

^ the public may receive information or make requests. Such 
statement shall be known as the department's description of or
ganization. A current copy of the description of organization 
shall be on file in the offices of the state secretary and in the ex
ecutive office for administration and finance. 
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Each bureau, subject to appropriation, shall be under the 
charge of a director, who shall be a person of skill and expe
rience in the field of his appointment. The position of director 
shall not be subject to the provisions of chapter thirty-one or 
section nine A of chapter thirty, and persons shall be appointed 
to and may be removed from such position by the secretary. 

SECTION 3. Section 5 of said chapter 23B, as appearing in sec
tion 1 of chapter 761 of the acts of 1968, is hereby amended by 
striking out, in line 3, the words "the commissioner and", — and 
by striking out, in lines 35 and 36, the word "commissioner" and 
inserting in place thereof, in each instance, the words: — sec
retary or his designee. 

SECTION 4. Section 5A of said chapter 23B, inserted by section 
2 of chapter 774 of the acts of 1969, is hereby amended by strik
ing out, in lines 2, 3, 7 and 14, the word "commissioner" and 
inserting in place thereof, in each instance, the word: — secre
tary. 

SECTION 5. Section 6 of said chapter 23B, as appearing in sec
tion 1 of chapter 761 of the acts of 1968, is hereby amended by 
striking out, in lines 1 and 7, the word "commissioner" and in
serting in place thereof, in each instance, the word: — secretary. 

SECTION 6. Said chapter 23B is hereby further amended by 
striking out sections 8 and 9, as so appearing, and inserting in 
place thereof the following two sections: — 

Section 8. The secretary shall appoint and may remove all em
ployees in the department. Unless otherwise provided by law, 
all such appointments and removals shall be made in accor
dance with chapter thirty-one. From time to time the secretary 
may, subject to appropriation and regulations pertaining to the 
employment of consultants, employ such consultants as he may 
deem necessary. 

In addition to assistant secretaries and directors of bureaus, 
the secretary may appoint an executive assistant, a chief coun
sel and experts on urban affairs, public information and inter
governmental relations, to serve in the department, and such 
other officers, experts and assistants as may be necessary to 
carry out the work of the department. Any person holding ap
pointment under this paragraph shall not be subject to the pro
visions of chapter thirty-one or section nine A of chapter thirty. 

Section 9. The secretary or such person or persons he may des
ignate from time to time may certify to the existence of any fact 
which may be a condition to the validity of any bond or note of 
any housing authority as defined in section one of chapter one 
hundred and twenty-one B or of the guaranty of the common
wealth on any such bond or note, and may certify that instru
ments and documents are true copies of instruments and docu
ments on file with the department. The secretary shall file with 
the state secretary a written statement of any such designation 
and notice of any revocation thereof. Any person dealing with 
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any such housing authority or with the department shall be en
titled to rely on such certification as conclusive evidence of the 
matters therein certified. 

SECTION 7. Section 10 of said chapter 23B, as so appearing, is 
hereby amended by striking out the second sentence and in
serting in place thereof the following sentence: — Any reference 
in any general or special law to the administrative head of any of 
the agencies enumerated in the foregoing paragraph, or to the 
commissioner of community affairs, shall, unless the context 
otherwise requires, mean the secretary of communities and 
development or such officer or employee of the department of 
community affairs as the secretary from time to time may desig
nate. 

SECTION 8. The first paragraph of section 12 of said chapter 
23B, as appearing in section 1 of chapter 848 of the acts of 197G, 
is hereby amended by striking out the first sentence and insert
ing in place thereof the following sentence: — There shall be in 
the department an urban job incentive bureau. 

SECTION 9. The third sentence of the first paragraph of section 
16 of said chapter 23B, as appearing in section 1 of chapter 802 
of the acts of 1972, is hereby amended by striking out, in line 2, 
the words "commissioner of community affairs" and inserting 
in place thereof the word: — secretary. 

SECTION 10. The eighth paragraph of said section 16 of said 
chapter 23B, as amended by section 2 of chapter 541 of the acts 
of 1974, is hereby further amended by striking out, in line 1, the 
word "commissioner" and inserting in place thereof the word: — 
secretary. 

SECTION 11. Section 20 of said chapter 23B, as amended by sec
tion 4 of said chapter 541, is hereby further amended by striking 
out the second paragraph and inserting in place thereof the fol
lowing paragraph: — 

The commission shall send a copy of any amendments to the 
state building code which are adopted to each inspector of 
buildings or building commissioner, as defined by section one 
of chapter one hundred and forty-three, and to the commis
sioner of public safety and to the secretary of communities and 
development as well as to the boards of selectmen in towns and 
to mayors in cities within a reasonable time after filing said 
amendments with the state secretary. 

SECTION 12. Section 4 of chapter 40B of the General Laws is 
hereby amended by striking out the first sentence, as appearing 
in chapter 644 of the acts of 1971, and inserting in place thereof 
the following sentence: — In each planning district so estab
lished there shall be a district planning commission consisting 
of one member of the planning board of each city and town 
voting to join such district, elected annually by said planning 
board and certified in writing to the district planning com
mission. 
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SECTION 13. The second sentence of the first paragraph of sec
tion 24 of said chapter 40B, as appearing in section 3 of chapter 
849 of the acts of 1970, is hereby amended by striking out, in line 
15, the words "commissioner of community affairs" and insert
ing in place thereof the words: — secretary of communities and 
development. 

SECTION 14. The first paragraph of section 3 of chapter 40C of 
the General Laws, as appearing in section 1 of chapter 359 of the 
acts of 1971, is hereby amended by striking out, in line 14, the 
words "commissioner of community affairs" and inserting in 
place thereof the words: — secretary of communities and 
development. 

SECTION 15. Section 71 of chapter 41 of the General Laws, as 
appearing in chapter 126 of the acts of 1966, is hereby amended 
by striking out the second sentence and inserting in place there
of the following sentence: — Every such planning board shall 
file with the secretary of communities and development a copy 
of each report made by it. 

SECTION 16. The first paragraph of section 12 of chapter 43B of 
the General Laws, as most recently amended by section 2 of 
chapter 37 of the acts of 1971, is hereby further amended by 
striking out, in line 5, the words "community affairs" and in
serting in place thereof the words: — the secretary of communi
ties and development. 

SECTION 17. Section 9 of said chapter 43B is hereby amended 
by striking out subsection (6), as amended by sections 1 and 2 of 
chapter 786 of the acts of 1970, and inserting in place thereof the 
following subsection: — 

(b) Within eight months after its election the charter commis
sion shall prepare a preliminary report including the text of the 
charter or charter revision which the commission intends shall 
be submitted to the voters and any explanatory information the 
commission deems desirable, shall cause such report to be pub
lished in a newspaper having general circulation in the city or 
town, shall provide sufficient copies of the preliminary report to 
the city or town clerk to permit its distribution to each regis
tered voter requesting the same, and shall furnish two copies to 
the attorney general and two copies to the department of com
munity affairs. Within four weeks after such publication, the 
commission shall hold one or more public hearings upon the 
report. Within four weeks after his receipt of the report, the at
torney general shall furnish the commission with a written 
opinion setting forth any conflict between the proposed ^charter 
or charter revision and the constitution and laws of the com
monwealth. A copy of the opinion shall at the same time be fur
nished to the department of community affairs. 

SECTION 18. Subsection (c) of said section 9 of said chapter 
43B is hereby further amended by striking out the second sen
tence, as most recently amended by section 1 of chapter 37 of 
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the acts of 1971, and inserting in place thereof the following sen
tence: — A copy of said final report shall also be submitted to the 
department of community affairs and to the attorney general. 

SECTION 19. Subsection (c) of section 10 of said chapter 43B, as 
amended by sections 4 and 5 of chapter 786 of the acts of 1970, is 
hereby further amended by striking out the first three sentences 
and inserting in place thereof the following three sentences: — 
Whenever an order proposing a charter amendment to the 
voters is approved by the mayor and city council or town meet
ing, a copy of the proposed amendment shall be immediately 
submitted to the attorney general and to the department of com
munity affairs and such order shall not take effect for four 
weeks after the date of such submission. Within such four weeks 
the attorney general shall furnish the city council or board of 
selectmen with a written opinion setting forth any conflict be
tween the proposed amendment and the constitution and laws 
of the commonwealth. A copy of the opinion shall at the same 
time be furnished to the department of community affairs. 

SECTION 20. Section 16 of said chapter 43B is hereby amended 
by striking out the fourth sentence, added by section 7 of chap
ter 786 of the acts of 1970, and inserting in place thereof the fol
lowing sentence: — Any paper or document which is required by 
this chapter to be filed with or submitted to the department of 
community affairs shall be deemed to be so filed or submitted 
when it is delivered to said department. 

SECTION 21. Section 1 of chapter 121B of the General Laws is 
hereby amended by striking out the definition of "Commis
sioner". 

SECTION 22. The definition of "Handicapped persons of low 
income" in section 1 of said chapter 121B is hereby amended by 
striking out, in line 4, the word "commissioner" and inserting 
in place thereof the words: — secretary of communities and de
velopment. 

SECTION 23. The third sentence of subsection (b) of section 31 
of said chapter 121B, as appearing in section 1 of chapter 751 of 
the acts of 1969, is hereby amended by striking out, in line 2, the 
word "commissioner" and inserting in place thereof the word: — 
department. 

SECTION 24. The second sentence of the first paragraph of sec
tion 37 of said chapter 121B, as so appearing, is hereby 
amended by striking out, in line 3, the word "commissioner" 
and inserting in place thereof the words: — secretary of commu
nities and development or such assistant secretary as he may 
from time to time designate. 

SECTION 25. Section 34 of said chapter 121B is hereby 
amended by striking out the first paragraph, as amended by 
chapter 603 of the acts of 1971, and inserting in place thereof the 
following paragraph: — 

The commonwealth, acting by and through the secretary or an 
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assistant secretary of communities and development, may enter 
into a contract or contracts with a housing authority for state fi
nancial assistance in the form of a guarantee by the common
wealth of notes or bonds or both of the housing authority issued 
to finance the cost of a housing project or projects, and annual 
contributions by the commonwealth. The guarantee by the 
commonwealth of the notes and bonds of a housing authority 
shall be executed on each note and bond by the secretary or by 
an assistant secretary designated by the secretary. It shall be 
sufficient if the signature of the secretary or an assistant sec
retary upon such instrument is an engraved, printed or stamped 
facsimile signature, provided that he has, by a writing bearing 
his written signature and filed in the department of community 
affairs, authorized his facsimile signature to be placed thereon. 
The facsimile signature of the secretary or an assistant sec
retary so engraved, printed or stamped thereon shall have the 
same validity and effect as his written signature. If the secretary 
or assistant secretary shall cease to be such officer before the 
delivery of such instruments, such signature or facsimile shall 
nevertheless be valid and sufficient for all purposes as if he had 
remained in office until such delivery. 

SECTION 26. The second sentence of the first paragraph of sec
tion 59 of said chapter 121B, as appearing in section 6 of chapter 
359 of the acts of 1970, is hereby amended by striking out, in 
line 3, the word "commissioner" and inserting in place thereof 
the words: — secretary of communities and development or 
such assistant secretary as he may from time to time designate. 

SECTION 27. All officers, deputies and employees of any board, 
agency, division, bureau, section or other administrative unit 
under the department of community affairs who immediately 
prior to the effective date of this act hold permanent appoint
ment in positions classified under chapter thirty-one of the 
General Laws, or have tenure in their positions by reason of 
section nine A of chapter thirty of the General Laws, are hereby 
transferred to the services of the divisions, bureaus, sections 
and other administrative units within the department of com
munity affairs which are established by this act or shall be es
tablished in accordance with this act, every such transfer to be 
without impairment of the civil service status, seniority, retire
ment and other rights of the employee, without interruption of 
his service within the meaning of said chapter thirty-one or said 
section nine A of said chapter thirty, and without reduction in 
this compensation and salary grade, notwithstanding any 
change in his title or duties made as a result of such transfer, 
subject, however, to the provisions of said chapter thirty-one 
and the rules and regulations established thereunder. All 
officers, deputies and employees of any such board, office, 
agency, division, bureau, section or other administrative unit 
who immediately prior to said effective date shall, without such 
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tenure, hold positions not so classified, are hereby transferred 
to the service of the said department of community affairs with
out impairment of seniority, retirement, and other rights, 
without interruption of service within the meaning of said sec
tion nine A of said chapter thirty, and without reduction in com
pensation and salary grade; provided, however, that nothing 
in this section shall be construed to confer upon any officer, 
deputy or employee any rights not held prior to the transfer or 
to prohibit any subsequent reduction in compensation or salary 
grade if such were not prohibited prior to the transfer. 

SECTION 28. All books, papers, records, documents, plans and 
property in the custody of the department of community affairs 
immediately prior to the effective date of this act shall continue 
in the custody and control of the department established there
under. 

All petitions, hearings, judicial or other proceedings pending 
immediately prior to the effective date of this act before any 
court of law or any administrative tribunal, including the de
partment or any part thereof, shall continue unabated; and the 
authority and power of the department established hereunder 
shall be in all respects the same as that of the department prior 
to the effective date of this act. 

All orders, rules and regulations promulgated by the depart
ment prior to the effective date of this act shall remain in full 
force and effect until superseded, revised or rescinded in ac
cordance with law. 

All contracts and obligations of the department of community 
affairs duly in effect immediately prior to the effective date of 
this act shall continue in full force and effect. 

SECTION 29. Section 2 of chapter 357 of the acts of 1972 is here
by amended by striking out, in line 14, the words "commissioner 
of community affairs" and inserting in place thereof the words: 
— secretary of communities and development. 

SECTION 30. Section 3 of chapter 578 of the acts of 1972 is here
by amended by striking out, in line 1, the words "commissioner 
of community affairs" and inserting in place thereof the words: 
— secretary of communities and development. 

SECTION 31. The second paragraph of section 3 of chapter 846 
of the acts of 1974 is hereby amended by striking out, in line 1, 
the words "commissioner of community affairs" and inserting 
in place thereof the words: — secretary of communities and de
velopment. 

SECTION 32. The second paragraph of section 3 of chapter 708 
of the acts of 1966," as most recently amended by section 21 of 
chapter 761 of the acts of 1968, is hereby further amended by 
striking out, in line 6, the words "commissioner of community 
affairs" and inserting in place thereof the words: — secretary of 
communities and development. Approved April 30,1975. 


