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however, that personnel of the metropolitan district commission 
may investigate or inspect only such conditions as affect the 
waters and waterways under the care and control of said com
mission. Approved May 12,1975. 

Chap. 205. AN ACT FURTHER REGULATING THE PROCEDURE 
FOR SUBMITTING THE BUDGET OF THE MASSA
CHUSETTS BAY TRANSPORTATION AUTHORITY TO 
THE SECRETARY AND THE ADVISORY BOARD. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 
Subsection (i) of section 5 of chapter 161A of the General 

Laws, as most recently amended by section 8 of chapter 1140 of 
the acts of 1973, is hereby further amended by striking out the 
second and third paragraphs and inserting in place thereof the 
following two paragraphs: — 

The secretary shall review and make recommendations re
garding said budget within thirty days after submission. 

Within ninety days after such submission, the advisory board 
shall approve said budget as submitted or subject it to such 
itemized reductions therein as the advisory board shall deem ap
propriate. Approved May 12,1975. 

Chap. 206. A N ACT CHANGING THE METHOD OF FILLING 
VACANCIES IN THE OFFICE OF MAYOR, COUN
CILLOR AT LARGE, A N D WARD COUNCILLORS IN 
THE CITY OF GARDNER. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 
Section 32 of chapter 119 of the acts of 1921 is hereby amended 

by striking out the first paragraph and inserting in place thereof 
the following three paragraphs: — 

If a vacancy occurs in the office of mayor before the last six 
months of the term of office, the city council shall order an 
election to fill the same for the unexpired term; and if such 
vacancy occurs in the office of mayor in the last six months of 
said term, the president of the city council shall succeed thereto 
for the unexpired term. 

If a vacancy occurs in the position of councillor at large, the 
city council shall appoint the person who received the seventh 
highest vote total for the position of councillor at large during the 
most recent municipal election to fill the vacancy for the un
expired term, if the person is willing to serve, then to the eighth 
and so on until a person is appointed. 

If a vacancy occurs in the position of ward councillor, the city 
council shall appoint the person from the same ward who 


