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running northwesterly along said West's line to the point or 
place of Beginning. 

SECTION 2. This act shall be submitted for acceptance to the 
voters of the town of Oak Bluffs at an annual or special town 
meeting in the form of the following question: — "Shall an act 
passed by the General Court in the year nineteen hundred and 
seventy-five, entitled 'An Act authorizing the town of Tisbury to 
acquire land in the town of Oak Bluffs for a sanitary landfill', be 
accepted?" If a majority of the votes in answer to said question 
is in the affirmative, this act shall thereupon take full effect, but 
not otherwise. Approved May 30,1975. 

Chap. 267. A N ACT PROVIDING THAT ABSENT VOTER BALLOTS 
RECEIVED ON ELECTION DAYS SHALL BE PRO
CESSED IN THE OFFICE OF THE REGISTRARS OF 
VOTERS. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 
Chapter 54 of the General Laws is hereby amended by striking 

out section 95, as most recently amended by section 6 of chapter 
123 of the acts of 1966, and inserting in place thereof the fol
lowing section: — 

Section 95. The city or town clerk, on the day of the election, 
but no later than one hour after the hour for the closing of the 
polls, shall transmit all envelopes purporting to contain official 
absent voting ballots received on or before the close of business 
on the day preceding the day of the election and which have not 
been marked "Rejected as Defective", as provided in section 
ninety-four or "Rejected as Voted in Person", as provided in 
section one hundred, to the election officers in the several pre
cincts where the voters whose names appear on such envelopes 
assert the right to vote. The warden or his deputy shall forth
with, after receipt of any such envelopes, distinctly announce 
the name and residence of each such voter and check his name 
on the voting lists referred to in section sixty of chapter fifty-one, 
or on his certificate of supplementary registration attached to 
such lists, as provided in section fifty-one of chapter fifty-one, or 
on the copy of the list referred to in section one hundred and 
three M of chapter fifty-four, as the case may be, if it has not 
already been so checked. He shall then remove from such en
velope the envelope referred to in clause (c) of section eighty-
seven, or in clause (b) or clause (c) of section one hundred and 
three 0, as the case may be, shall open the envelopes in which 
the ballot is enclosed in such a manner as not to destroy the 
affidavit thereon, take the ballot therefrom without opening it 
or permitting it to be examined and deposit it in the ballot box. 
All envelopes referred to in this section shall be retained with 



ACTS, 1975. — CHAP. 268. 233 

the ballots cast at the election and shall be preserved and de
stroyed in the manner provided by the law for the retention, 
preservation or destruction of official ballots. 

Envelopes purporting to contain official absent voter ballots 
which are received on the day of the election shall be processed 
in the office of the registrars by two election officers appointed 
pursuant to the provisions of section eleven to eleven B, inclu
sive. Said envelopes shall be processed in the same manner as 
those received on or before the close of business on the day 
preceding the day of the election. Said ballots may be counted 
at the office of the registrars at the hour of the closing of the 
polls and after the canvas and the count has been completed 
said registrars shall amend each precinct tally sheet, official 
return book and check list delivered to the office of the regis
trars. Approved May 30,1975. 

Chap. 2 6 8 . A N A C T A U T H O R I Z I N G T H E C O U N T Y C O M M I S 

S I O N E R S OF BERKSHIRE COUNTY TO ACQUIRE 
BY PURCHASE OR EMINENT DOMAIN THE 
BERKSHIRE ATHENAEUM PROPERTY IN THE CITY 
OFPITTSFIELD. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 
SECTION 1. The county commissioners of Berkshire county are 

hereby authorized to acquire, by purchase or eminent domain, 
the Berkshire Athenaeum property located in the city of Pitts-
field and to remodel the building on said premises. Said build
ing shall be used for the relocation of certain county facilities, 
now located in the superior court house building in said county, 
which are in need of additional space. Said property shall not be 
sold or demolished or transferred without express permission 
of the general court. Said commissioners may convert and re
model such vacated space in said court house for other county 
use. 

SECTION 2. For the purposes authorized in section one, the 
treasurer of Berkshire county, with the approval of the county 
commissioners, may borrow from time to time on ihe credit of 
the county such sums as may be necessary, not exceeding, in the 
aggregate, one million dollars, and may issue bonds or notes of 
the county therefor which shall bear on their face the words, 
Berkshire Athenaeum Acquisition Loan, Act of 1975. Each 
authorized issue shall constitute a separate loan and such loans 
shall be payable not more than thirty years from their dates. The 
bonds or notes shall be signed by the county treasurer and 
countersigned by a majority of the county commissioners. The 
county may sell said securities at public or private sale, upon 
such terms and conditions as the county commissioners may 


