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By Mr. Robinson of Melrose, petition of William G. Robinson

relative to further regulating the arrangement of names of candi-
dates on primary and election ballots. Election Laws.

je Commontoealtf) of illassacfjusettg

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Three

An Act further regulating the arrangement of names of
CANDIDATES ON PRIMARY AND ELECTION BALLOTS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 SECTION 1. Chapter 53 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by striking out section 34, as most recently amended
3 by chapter 41 of the acts of 1970, and inserting in place
4 thereof the following section:
5 Section 34. At the top of each ballot shall be printed the
6 words “Official ballot of the (here shall follow the party
7 name)”. On the back of each ballot when folded shall be
8 printed the same words, followed by the number of the
9 precinct and ward or the name of the town for which the

10 ballot is prepared, the date of the primary and for state
11 primaries a facsimile of the signature of the state secretary and
12 for city or town primaries a facsimile of the signature of the
13 city or town clerk. Names of candidates for each elective office
14 shall be arranged in such order as may be determined by
15 drawing under the direction of the state secretary, who shall
16 notify each candidate and give him or his representative an
17 opportunity to be present. Names of candidates to be voted for
18 by all the voters of the commonwealth, endorsed for nomina-
-19 tion by a state convention, shall be placed first arranged
20 according to lot.
21 Names of candidates for state committee shall be arranged in
22 such order as may be determined according to drawing as
23 provided in the first paragraph.
24 Names of candidates for ward or town committees and for
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25 delegates to national conventions shall be arranged in groups in
26 such order as may be determined by lot, under the direction of
27 the state secretary, who shall notify each state committee and
28 give a representative of each such committee an opportunity to
29 be present. When necessary, groups may be printed on the
30 ballot in two or more columns; provided, however that only
31 one heading designating the number of members to be elected
32 to such committee or as delegates to such convention shall b( ji|
33 printed.
34 Against the name of a candidate for an elective office, for
35 delegate or alternate delegate to a national convention, for a
36 ward or town committee, or for state committee, shall be
37 printed the street and number, if any, of his residence.
38 Against the name of a candidate for an elective office shall
39 be printed the statement contained in the nomination paper
40 placing him in nomination, or, if endorsed for nomination by a
41 state convention, the statement, “Endorsed by (name of politi-
-42 cal party) convention”, together with the eight word statement
43 authorized by section forty-five, except where vacancies caused
44 by death, withdrawal or physical disability are filed.
45 Except where vacancies caused by death, withdrawal or
46 physical disability are filed, no names shall be printed on a
47 ballot other than those endorsed for nomination by state
48 conventions and those presented on nomination papers. On
49 ballots at city and town primaries, and preliminary elections
50 except where city charters provide otherwise, names of candi-
-51 dates for offices shall be arranged in such order as may be
52 determined under the direction of the city or town clerk to
53 which the office pertains, who shall notify each candidate and
54 give him or his representative an opportunity to be present.
55 Against the name of each such candidate there shall be printed,
56 if the candidate requests, a statement in not more than eigk'j|
57 words setting forth the public offices which he holds or has
58 held, showing clearly that he is a former incumbent thereof if
59 such is the case and, if he is an elected incumbent of an office
60 for which he seeks renomination, that he is a candidate for
61 such renomination; and if he is a veteran, as defined in section
62 twenty-one of chapter thirty-one, the word “veteran” may be

lately following the names of candidates on ballots
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at city and town primaries, and preliminary elections except
where city charters provide otherwise, blank spaces equal to
the number of persons to be chosen shall be provided for the
insertion of other names. Immediately following the names of
candidates on ballots at state and presidential primaries, where
there are fewer names than there are persons to be chosen,
blank spaces shall be provided, equal in number to the
deficiency, for the insertion of other names.

64
65
66
67
68
69

4 70m 71
The number of persons to be voted for for the different

offices shall be stated on the ballot.
72
73

The form of ballots and the arrangement of printed matter
thereon shall be in general the same as that of the official state
ballots, except as otherwise provided in this chapter.

74
75
76

SECTION 2. Section 41A of chapter 54 of the General
Laws, as appearing in section 4 of chapter 869 of the acts of
1970, is hereby amended by striking out the first two para-
graphs and inserting in place thereof the following two para-
graphs:

1
2
3
4
5

The surnames of candidates for the offices of governor and
lieutenant governor nominated by political parties shall be
grouped on the official ballot for use at state elections,
according to the political parties which they represent. Chris-
tian names, residential addresses and the statement “Candidate
for Reelection”, shall not be added. On the right of each such
group shall appear a square in which each voter may designate
by a cross (X) his choice for governor and lieutenant governor
of a party. The order of the various groups upon the ballot
shall be determined in drawing under the direction of the state
secretary, who shall notify each candidate and give him or his
representative an opportunity to be present.

6
7
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17

Below the groups of candidates for said offices shall appear,
separately, the office of governor, with the names and ad-
dresses of candidates for the office who were nominated
otherwise than by a political party, arranged in such order as
may be determined by drawing under the direction of the state
secretary as provided in the first paragraph. Next below shall
appear the office of lieutenant governor, with the names and
addresses of candidates for said office who were nominated
otherwise than by a political party, similarly arranged.

18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
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SECTION 3. Said chapter 54 is hereby further amended by
striking out section 42, as most recently amended by section 6
of said chapter 869, and inserting in place thereof the follow-
ing section:

1
2
3
4

Section 42. Except as provided in section forty-one A under
the designation of the office, the names of candidates to any
office to be filled at a state election shall be arranged in such
order as may be determined by drawing under the direction o !i|
the state secretary, who shall notify each candidate and give
him or his representative an opportunity to be present; next
and in like order the names of candidates of political parties, as
defined in chapter fifty and the names of all other candidates
shall follow in like order.

5
6
7
8
9

10
11
12
13

Under the designation of the office, the names of candidates
for each municipal elective office shall, except as city charters
otherwise provide, be arranged in such order as may be
determined by drawing under the direction of the clerk of the
city or town which the office pertains, who shall notify each
candidate and give him or his representative an opportunity to
be present. In the case of representatives in congress, the
designation may be “congressmen”. Blank spaces shall be left
at the end of the list of candidates for each different office
equal to the number to be elected thereto, in which the voter
may insert the name and address of any person not printed on
the ballot for whom he desires to vote for such office;
provided, however, that a mistake in stating the address of such
person shall not invalidate a vote if the address stated is
sufficient to indicate the person for whom the vote was
intended. If the approval of any question is submitted to the
voters, it shall be printed on the ballot after the names of the
candidates.

14
15
16
17
18
19

20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31

Ballots shall be so printed as to give to each voter a'{|
opportunity to designate by a cross (X), in a square at the
right of the name and designation of each candidate, or of each
group of candidates for governor and lieutenant governor and
at the right of each question, his choice of candidates and his
answer to such question; and upon the ballots may be printed
such direction as will aid the voter; for example, “vote for
one,” “vote for two,” “yes,” “no,” and the like. On the back
and outside of each ballot when folded shall be printed the

32
33
34
35
36
37
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39
40
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words “Official Ballot for”, followed by the name of the city
or town for which the ballot is prepared, together with the
ward and precinct of the city or the precinct of the town, if
any, the date of the election and a facsimile of the signature of
the officer who has caused the ballot to be prepared; provided
that, in the case of ballots for the use of persons qualified
under section one A of chapter fifty-one to vote for electors of
president and vice-president, there shall be so printed the words
“Official Presidential Elector Ballot for”, followed by the name
of the city or town, the date of the election, and a facsimile of
the signature of the state secretary. A blank space shall be left
at the end of the list of candidates for president and vice
president in which the voter may insert the surnames of
candidates for president and vice-president, which are contained
in lists submitted to the state secretary as provided by section
seventy-eight A.

41
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