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tory, in memory of Dr. Theobald Smith, a former director of the 
biologic laboratory. A suitable marker bearing said designation 
shall be attached to said building by the department of public 
health. Approved June 2,1975. 

Chap. 2 7 3 . A N A C T D E S I G N A T I N G T H E M E T A B O L I C D I S 

O R D E R S LABORATORY OF THE STATE LABORA
TORY INSTITUTE AS THE DR. ROBERT A. 
MACCREADY METABOLIC DISORDERS LABORA
TORY. 

Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to de
feat its purpose, which is to provide for the designation in the 
current month of the metabolic disorders laboratory as the Dr. 
Robert A. MacCready Metabolic Disorders Laboratory, there
fore it is hereby declared to be an emergency law, necessary for 
the immediate preservation of the public convenience. 
Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

The metabolic disorders laboratory of the State Laboratory 
Institute located in the Jamaica Plain district of the city of 
Boston shall be designated and known as the Dr. Robert A. 
MacCready Metabolic Disorders Laboratory, in honor of Dr. 
Robert A. MacCready, former director of the division of diag
nostic laboratories and founder of the Massachusetts Metabolic 
Disorders Screening Program. A suitable marker bearing said 
designation shall be attached to said laboratory by the depart
ment of public health. Approved June 2,1975. 

Chap. 274. A N ACT EXTENDING THE RIGHTS OF TENANTS TO 
REPAIR CERTAIN DANGEROUS CONDITIONS. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 
SECTION 1. The first paragraph of section 127L of chapter 111 

of the General Laws, as appearing in chapter 799 of the acts of 
1972, is hereby amended by striking out the first sentence and 
inserting in place thereof the following sentence: — When vio
lations of the standards of fitness for human habitation as estab
lished in the state sanitary code, or of other applicable laws, 
ordinances, by-laws, rules or regulations, may endanger or 
materially impair the health, safety or well-being of a tenant 
of residential premises and are so certified by the board of health 
or local code enforcement agency, or in the city of Boston by the 
commissioner of housing inspection, or by a court of law, and if 
the owner or his agent has been notified in writing of the ex
istence of the violations and has failed to begin all necessary 
repairs or to contract in writing with a third party for such repairs 
within five days after such notice, and to substantially complete 
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all necessary repairs within fourteen days after such notice, 
unless a board of health, local code enforcement agency or court 
has ordered that said violations be corrected within a shorter 
period, in which case said period shall govern, the tenant or ten
ants may repair or have repaired the defects or conditions con
stituting the violations. 

SECTION 2. The first sentence of the second paragraph of said 
section 127L of said chapter 111, as so appearing, is hereby 
amended by striking out, in line 2, the word "two" and inserting 
in place thereof the word: — four. 

SECTION 2A. The third sentence of said second paragraph of 
said section 127L of said chapter 111, as so appearing, is hereby 
amended by striking out, in line 4, the word "two" and inserting 
in place thereof the word: — four. 

SECTION 3. The second sentence of the third paragraph of said 
section 127L of said chapter 111, as so appearing, is hereby 
amended by striking out, in line 2, the word "two" and inserting 
in place thereof the word: — four. Approved June 2,1975. 

THE COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 
EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, STATE HOUSE 

BOSTON, June 2,1975 
The Honorable PAUL GUZZI, Secretary of the Commonwealth, 

State House, Boston, Massachusetts. 
DEAR MR. SECRETARY: — I, Thomas P. O'Neill, III, pursuant 

to the provisions of Article XLVIII of the Amendment to the 
Constitution, the Referendum II, Emergency Measures, hereby 
declare in my opinion the immediate preservation of the public 
convenience requires that the law being Chapter 274 of the Acts 
of 1975, entitled, A N ACT EXTENDING THE RIGHTS OF TENANTS TO 
REPAIR CERTAIN DANGEROUS CONDITIONS, and the enactment of 
which received my approval on June 2, 1975, should take effect 
forthwith. 

I further declare that in my opinion said law is an emergency 
law and the facts constituting the emergency are as follows: 

In order to more effectively enforce certain health and safety 
laws and rules. 

Sincerely, 
THOMAS P. O 'NEILL, III, 

Acting Governor of the Commonwealth. 

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY, BOSTON, June 3,1975. 
I, Paul Guzzi, Secretary of the Commonwealth, hereby certify 

that the accompanying statement was filed in this office by His 
Excellency the Governor of the Commonwealth of Massachu
setts at nine o'clock and thirty-five minutes, A.M., on the above 
date, and in accordance with Article Forty-eight of the Amend-



ACTS, 1975. — CHAPS. 275,276. 239 

ments to the Constitution said chapter takes effect forthwith, 
being chapter two hundred and seventy-four of the acts of nine
teen hundred and seventy-five. 

PAUL GUZZI, 
Secretary of the Commonwealth. 

Chap. 275. A N ACT RELATIVE TO THE VOTER REGISTRATION 
OF MARRIED WOMEN. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 
The first paragraph of section 1 of chapter 51 of the General 

Laws, inserted by section 1 of chapter 28 of the acts of 1972, is 
hereby amended by striking out the third sentence. 

Approved June 2,1975. 

Chap. 276. A N ACT EXTENDING THE AGE OF CHILDREN IN 
NEED OF CARE AND OF CHILDREN CONCERNING 
WHOM REPORTS OF ABUSE AND NEGLECT ARE 
REQUIRED FROM SIXTEEN TO EIGHTEEN YEARS. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 
SECTION 1. Subsection D of section 23 of chapter 119 of the 

General Laws is hereby amended by striking out, in line 5, as 
appearing in section 7 of chapter 859 of the acts of 1969, the word 
"sixteen" and inserting in place thereof the word: — eighteen. 

SECTION 2. Subsection E of said section 23 of said chapter 119, 
as appearing in section 1 of chapter 646 of the acts of 1954, is 
hereby amended by striking out, in line 1, the word "fourteen" 
and inserting in place thereof the word: —eighteen. 

SECTION 3. The first sentence of section 24 of said chapter 119 
is hereby amended by striking out, in line 7, as appearing in sec
tion 8 of chapter 731 of the acts of 1972, the word "sixteen" and 
inserting in place thereof the word: — eighteen. 

SECTION 4. Section 51Aofsaid chapter 119, added by section 5 
of chapter 1076 of the acts of 1973, is hereby amended by striking 
out, in line 5, the word "sixteen" and inserting in place thereof 
the word: — eighteen. Approved June 2,1975. 

T H E COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 
EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, STATE HOUSE 

BOSTON, June 2,1975 
The Honorable P A U L GUZZI, Secretary of the Commonwealth, 

State House, Boston, Massachusetts. 
DEAR MR. SECRETARY: — I, Thomas P. O'Neill, III, pursuant 

to the provisions of Article XLVIII of the Amendments to 
the Constitution, the Referendum II, Emergency Measures, 


