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Chap. 363. A N ACT FURTHER REGULATING THE PROTECTION 
OF WETLANDS. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 
SECTION 1. Section 40 of chapter 131 of the General Laws is 

hereby amended by striking out the second paragraph, as 
appearing in section 1 of chapter 818 of the acts of 1974, and 
inserting in place thereof the following paragraph: — 

Within twenty-one days of the receipt by a conservation com
mission of a written request made by any person and sent by 
certified mail, said commission shall make a written determi
nation as to whether this section is applicable to any land or 
work thereon. When such person is other than the owner, notice 
of any such determination shall also be sent to the owner. 

SECTION 2. Said section 40 of said chapter 131 is hereby 
further amended by striking out the seventeenth paragraph, 
as so appearing, and inserting in place thereof the following 
paragraph: — 

The provisions of this section shall not apply to any mosquito 
control work done under the provisions of clause (36) of 
section five of chapter forty, of chapter two hundred and fifty-
two or of any special act; to maintenance of drainage and 
flooding systems of cranberry bogs, to work performed for 
normal maintenance or improvement of lands in agricultural 
use; or to any project authorized by special act prior to January 
first, nineteen hundred and seventy-three. 

SECTION 3. The eighteenth paragraph of said section 40 of said 
chapter 131, as so appearing, is hereby amended by striking 
out the second sentence and inserting in place thereof the fol
lowing two sentences: — An emergency project shall mean any 
project certified to be an emergency by the conservation com
mission of the city or town in which the project would be under
taken, or if none, by the mayor of said city or the selectmen of 
said town. If the conservation commission, mayor or select
men, as the case may be, fail to act favorably within twenty-
four hours of receipt of a request for certification of an emer
gency project, said project may be so certified by the com
missioner. Approved June 19,1975. 

THE COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 
STATE HOUSE 

BOSTON, June 19,1975 
The Honorable PAUL GUZZI, Secretary of the Commonwealth, 

State House, Boston, Massachusetts. 
DEAR MR. SECRETARY: — I, Michael S. Dukakis, pursuant to 

the provisions of Article XLVIII of the Amendments to the Con
stitution, the Referendum II, Emergency Measures, hereby 
declare in my opinion the immediate preservation of the 
public convenience requires that the law being Chapter 363 of 
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the Acts of 1975, entitled, A N ACT FURTHER REGULATING THE 
PROTECTION OF WETLANDS, and the enactment of which received 
my approval on June 19,1975, should take effect forthwith. 

I further declare that in my opinion said law is an emergency 
law and the facts constituting the emergency are as follows: 

In order to further strengthen the enforcement of certain 
provisions of the law. 

Sincerely, 
MICHAEL S. DUKAKIS, 

Governor of the Commonwealth. 

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY, BOSTON, June 20,1975. 
I, Paul Guzzi, Secretary of the Commonwealth, hereby certify 

that the accompanying statement was filed in this office by His 
Excellency the Governor of the Commonwealth of Massachu
setts at ten o'clock and two minutes, A. M., on the above date, 
and in accordance with Article Forty-eight of the Amendments 
to the Constitution said chapter takes effect forthwith, being 
chapter three hundred and sixty-three of the acts of nineteen 
hundred and seventy-five. 

P A U L Guzzi, 
Secretary of the Commonwealth. 

Chap. 364. A N ACT EXEMPTING THE POSITION OF SEASONAL 
EMPLOYEE IN THE OFFICE OF THE RECREATION 
COMMISSION IN THE TOWN OF BILLERICA FROM 
THE PROVISIONS OF THE CIVIL SERVICE LAW. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 
SECTION 1. The position of seasonal employee in the office of 

the recreation commission in the town of Billerica shall not be 
subject to the provisions of chapter thirty-one of the General 
Laws. 

SECTION 2. This act shall be submitted for acceptance to the 
voters of said town at its next annual town meeting in the form 
of the following question, which shall be placed on the official 
ballot to be used for the election of town officers at said meet
ing: "Shall an act passed by the General Court in the year nine
teen hundred and seventy-five, entitled 'An Act exempting the 
position of seasonal employee in the office of the recreation 
commission in the town of Billerica from the provisions of the 
civil service law', be accepted?" If a majority of the votes in 
answer to said question is in the affirmative, then this act shall 
thereupon take full effect, but not otherwise. 

Approved June 19,1975. 


